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Guess�Who’s�Coming�For�Dinner?



!

Recently, I saw a flock of geese flying toward a warmer local.  Geese are able to change their 
circumstances with the change of seasons.  Not so with us humans, I thought.  

We are living are in a season of enormous change in the state of Kansas.  Consider the fol-
lowing governmental decisions and reforms:

1)  State financial support for the Kansas Arts Commission has been eliminated;  
2)  Last spring the Legislature passed a budget that included the largest cut to public educa-
tion in state history;
3) The Department of Social and Rehabilitation Service is being restructured with various 
functions assigned to other agencies;
4)   A $31 million federal grant that would have made it easier for thousands of Kansans to access more affordable 
health care was rejected and plans have been announced to reform the Kansas Medicaid system;
5)  Administrative plans are underway to restructure the Kansas tax code.

So much change at one time is disconcerting.  How to respond?  Examples of how League members have re-
sponded, as individuals, are provided in this edition of the VOTER.  David Burress wrote an article for a new or-
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Saturday,
December 10th

7:00 PM Land Use Committee Meeting.  Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 901 Iowa St.

Saturday
December 17th

2:00 PM Afternoon with the Legislators.  Home of Rita and Joe Spradlin.  3144 Campfire Drive.  

Thursday
January 12th

7:00 PM LWV-L/DC Board Meeting.  First Methodist Church 946 Vermont St.  All League mem-
bers are welcome to attend.

Saturday
January 14th

9:00 PM VOTER Article Submission Deadline.  Please send submissions to 
lightwatcher@gmail.com.

Saturday,
January 21st

7:00 PM Land Use Committee Meeting.  Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 901 Iowa St.

Saturday,
January 28th

10:00 AM Program Planning Meeting.  Fire Station, 19th & Iowa St.

Wednesday
February 15th

Noon Brown Bag Lunch.  Lawrence Public Library  707 Vermont St  

President:":" Kay Hale" " " 843-2784"" kayhale @ sunflower.com
Membership:" Carrie Lindsey" " 766-8561 " carrieblindsey@yahoo.com
Voter Editor :" Ruth Lichtwardt" " 841-5419"" lightwatcher @ gmail.com
Local League:     " http://www.lawrenceleague.com" National League: " http://www.lwv.org
State League:     " http://www.lwvk.org        " lwvks@sbcglobal.net     

A Note from President Kay Hale

League Calendar



ganization, Kansans United in Voice and Spirit.  Sarah Casad wrote a letter to the editor of the Lawrence Journal 
World.  I applaud these members for making their voices heard.  

What makes change so uncomfortable is that we do not know what will happen.  That’s why government needs 
to share information and listen to the public, and all League members need to make efforts to keep informed.  

Plan Ahead!
The League is planning several all-member meetings 
through April 2012. Meeting dates are listed here.  
Mark your calendar now and plan to participate.  

Afternoon with the Legislators"       2:00 p.m."
Saturday, December 17th
3144 Campfire Drive

Program Planning Meeting      ""10:00 a.m."
Saturday,January 28th
Fire Station, 19th & Iowa

B r o w n B a g L u n c h" "      n o o n" "
Wednesday, February 15th
Lawrence Public Public Library"

Fluker Award Luncheon"      "11:30 a.m."
Saturday, March 3. 2012
Smith Center, Brandon Woods

LWV-L/DC Annual Meeting       "         11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, April 21st
Smith Center, Brandon Woods

Mark your calendar and plan ahead to participate in 
your League Meetings.

Where’s Waldo? 
Does that come to mind when!you are trying to find 
the location of a League meeting? NO 
MORE! Now when you go to our 
League’s website and click on calendar of 
events, you can also get driving directions 
to the events listed on the calendar.  
Google maps will provide you with handy 
driving directions and even a picture of 
the location as well. No more guessing 
how to get to the League meeting, let 
Google maps guide you to it.  Try it now! 
www.lawrenceleague.com"  

Next Brown Bag Lunch
The LWV’s next Brown Bag Lunch is scheduled from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 15, in the Lawrence 
Public Library’s Gallery Room. 
" This is also the date of Susan B. Anthony’s 
birth in 1820. Our program that day will look at her 
many roles as suffragette, abolitionist, education re-
former, labor activist, advocate for women’s right to 
own property and temperance worker. We plan a 
program to honor her work and to take a look at 
current issues still facing women.
" Watch for details in upcoming issues of “The 
Voter.”" " " "      - Bonnie Dunham
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Just for Fun: The answers for last month’s Kansas Places Sesquicentennial quiz are on the last page.

You are Invited!
Afternoon with the Legislators

2:00 – 4:00 p.m. December 17th
at the home of Rita Spradlin, 3144 Campfire Drive

Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Lawrence



New Member Orientation
Three new members, along with several board repre-
sentatives and other LWV members, attended a new 
member orientation on Oct. 29 at the home of marci 
francisco. New members attending were: Frankie 
Foster-Davis, Njeri Shomari, and Marlene Merrill, who 
became involved in the LWV’s study on the Role of 
the Federal Government in Education.
" Carrie Lindsey, membership chair, presented a 
history of the Lawrence/Douglas County League and 
suggested ways in which members could become in-
volved. President Kay Hale and members Alan Black 
and State Senator francisco described how they be-
came involved in the League and how it had benefit-
ted them.
" The local LWV has been successful in attract-
ing new members thanks to increased interest in poli-
tics as the 2012 election approaches. A state report 
shows Lawrence/Douglas County LWV had a 10.3 
percent increase in membership from January to Sep-
tember. However, engaging new members and retain-
ing members remains a concern."        - Bonnie 
Dunham

LWVL-DC Concludes 
Participation in Educational Policy 

Consensus Process
The Lawrence-Douglas County League has com-
pleted its role in the National LWV Consensus proc-
ess to develop new policy on the federal role in preK-
12 policy. The final output at the local level consists in 
a LWVL-DC Consensus Statement on Federal preK-
12 Policy. That statement was approved by the Board 
on November 12, 2011, and has been submitted to 

the LWVUS Education Study 
Committee. The national Commit-
tee will analyze the Consensus 
Statements from all local Leagues 
that chose to participate in the 
study. The Committee will then for-
mulate a National Policy Consensus 
on those elements of the study for 
which a consensus has emerged. 
That process should be completed 
by late winter 2012. The LWVUS 
Board will then approve the new 
policy in March.

The local consensus
The local Consensus Statement 
is based on these general posi-
tions:

•We support substantial in-
creases in federal funding for 
local pre-K-12 education, with an 
emphasis on pre-K education 
and on support systems such as 
parent education and health 
screening.

•We support the idea that pre-
K education ought to be made a basic right.

•We oppose competitive grants, except in cases of 
experimental and pilot programs. 

•We oppose in general the kind of heavy-handed 
mandates seen in the No Child Left Behind and Race 
To The Top programs.

•We oppose in particular the use of student test 
scores either to evaluate or to “incentivize” teachers, 
schools, or school districts. We believe this approach 
causes serious damage to the educational process by 
imposing a commercial model and simplistic work-
place views of the goals of education. Instead the sys-
tem should be (and currently is) motivated by a serv-
ice model and by a complex view of the whole per-
son being served by education. 

•We believe that politicians have seriously misdiag-
nosed the problems that face our educational system. 
The quality of education delivered to middle class and 
upper class children in the U.S. is generally competitive 
internationally. The education delivered to poor and 
minority students too often isn’t. Moreover the US 
tolerates a larger population of poor people than do 
other industrialized democracies.

•We believe that, while other tools are needed, pre-K 
education is a very important tool for addressing this 
inequity.

" The Consensus Statement is on the home 
page of our website: http://lawrenceleague.com/.

The back story
" LWVUS developed 15 very specific questions 
we were asked to respond to. The questions were 
related to national standardized tests, evaluation of 
teachers and school districts, federal funding, federal 
mandates, and fairness for underserved populations. 
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" The LWV-LDC study committee con-
sisted of David Burress (chair), Kay and Gary 
Hale, Marjorie Cole, Marlene Merrill, and Aus-
tin Turney. Starting in June, the committee re-
searched the issues and organized public edu-
cational events. The committee then unani-
mously adopted a Committee Consensus 
Statement.
" On November 5 the League as a 
whole was invited to review and revise the 
Committee Consensus Statement in a five hour mara-
thon meeting. (Five hours is a marathon for at least 
some of us.) 17 League members attended and en-
joyed a salad luncheon provided by Board members. 
A slide presentation by David Burress was followed 
by detailed item-by-item discussion. In the end, the 
meeting accepted most of the Committee Consensus, 
but made some editorial changes in the rationales 
given in the statement, and also made some additional 
comments on biases in the national questionnaire it-
self.
" There was an opportunity for minority re-
ports, but none were filed. The Board adopted the 
draft from the Consensus meeting without change.
" For further information, contact David Burress 
at 749-1218 or burress.forward@adastrainstitute.org.

-  David Burress
Chair, Educational Policy Consensus Committee

Board Opts to Join Topeka’s 
LWVUS Privatization Study 

Committee
When no one steps up to lead a study committee, 
what do we do?  In the case of the LWVUS Privatiza-
tion Study, our Board opted to participate in the 
Topeka League’s Study Committee.  “We would be 
delighted to share activities with you, said Marge 
Ahrens, Topeka League President.  “It’s going to be a 
great study,”  
" The first committee meeting will be 
Thursday, November 17th in the Topeka 
Public Library from 5:15 to 7:30 p.m.  “We 
hope to have a carload of Lawrence mem-
bers committed to participate in the Privati-
zation Study committee,” said President, Kay 
Hale.  The Board’s plan is that Lawrence 
League members will consider the consensus 
report developed by the Topeka League 

(with input from Lawrence Leaguers) and 
then take action to adopt our own consensus 
report.   
" The purpose of the Privatization Study 
is to identify those parameters and social pol-
icy issues to be considered in connection with 
proposals to transfer federal, state or local 
government services and/or functions to the 
private sector. The status of the study is as fol-
lows:  Four Privatization case study papers 

have been posted and are accessible here . Additional 
papers will be available in the coming weeks.!  The 
deadline for Leagues to submit consensus forms is 
May 1, 2012. 
" The Topeka League has recruited a very 
strong study committee.  The co-chairs are Gwen El-
liot and Camille Nohe.  Camille is a new League 
member and an attorney. Two members of the com-
mittee have strong backgrounds on how privatization 
has affected prisons.  
" Please contact Kay Hale: kayhale39@att.net   if 
you would like to participate in the Topeka League 
Privatization Study Committee.  Kay and Bonnie Dun-
ham are planning to participate and would welcome 
others to join their carpool.  

How Much Does 
Redistricting Matter?

" Just how much impact will redistricting have 
on Kansas government?  One indicator would be the 
number of offices to be elected or retained.  LWVK 
President, Ernestine Krehbiel has done the research 
and she found that redistricting will affect the follow-
ing races or retention votes in the 2012 election cy-
cle.
U.S. President/ Vice President
All four U.S. Congressmen
All forty State Senators

All 125 State Representatives
State Board of Education (Districts 2, 4, 6, 8, 
10)
One Kansas Supreme Court Justice 
Six Kansas Court of Appeal Justices 
District Court Judges (52 retained, 47 
elected)
District Magistrate Judges (20 retained, 40 
elected)

November 2011,  page 4                                                                                                                                                Another Turkey of an Issue                                                                                                                          



" Currently in the process, legis-
lators are beginning to draw their in-
dividual maps for reconfiguring Kansas 
legislative districts, said Dolores Fur-
tado, Chair of the LWVK Redistricting 
Committee. The Legislative Commit-
tee on Redistricting will consider 
various legislators’ maps and formu-
late a redistricting plan for Kansas.

Prepared for Kansans 
United in Voice and 
Spirit
by David Burress, 
President and Lead 
Economist, Ad Astra 
Institute of Kansas
"
" What tax changes is Brownback proposing? 
Details are sketchy at this time but the general direc-
tion is known.  Overall taxes would be higher for the 
middle class but lower for the wealthiest families. The 
middle class would pay higher property taxes, higher 
sales taxes, but lower income taxes. Lower income 
families would be hit hardest. There would be less 
money for schools and highways. It would be the 
most radical tax restructuring of our lifetimes.
" What sort of dollar figures are we talking 
about? Assuming a 50% cut in income tax revenues, 
Kansas would lose about $1.2B in revenue. A state-
wide sales tax increase by about 1.8% could make up 
about half of that. A 20% cut in revenue sharing for 
education could cover the rest. At the local level, resi-
dential property taxes might increase 20% and educa-
tion cut back by 5%.
" What does it mean for a typical family?
Under reasonable assumptions a family with an in-
come of $50,000 might expect to see :
$450 in additional sales taxes
$250 in additional residential property taxes
$550 in reduced income taxes
$150 in net additional taxes per year
" What does it mean for our schools? The last 
round of budget cuts set schools back about 3 years 
in dollars per pupil. With this next round expenditures 
could be set back 10 years (after inflation). The main 
adjustments will be larger classes and fewer teachers. 
Class sizes could be increased by 11%. Increased ine-
quality across districts and reduced aid are likely to 
lead to a law suit.

" What does it mean for rural areas? Farmers 
will pay more--higher property taxes and higher sales 
taxes. Some rural schools are likely to close or be 
consolidated.
" What does it mean for the Kansas economy? 
According to the best available models, there will be 
fewer jobs and more unemployment. Teachers and 
construction workers will be laid off. Private jobs will 
be lost because of reduced sales.
Can it be stopped?  The best chance of stopping it is 
in the Senate. That will only happen if many Kansans 
speak up.

Lawrence Public Library
Board of Trustees Meeting 

October 20, 2011, 4:30 p.m.
Board Members Present:  Deborah Thompson, Chair ; 
Joan Golden, Vice-chair ; Fran Devlin, Secretary/
Treasurer ; Chris Burger, Terry Leibold, Ursula Minor, 
and Kate Harding Poh
Library staff present:  Mike Wildgen, Interim Director; 
Sherri Turner, Assistant Director; Kathleen Morgan, 
Library Foundation Executive Director, and Staff 
Guests:  Ed Quick, Friends of Library Board; Steve 
Clark and Jane Huesemann, Gould Evans; Elinor Tour-
tellot

Chair Deborah Thompson announced Director Bruce 
Flanders'  retirement effective October 20.  Mike 
Wildgen is serving as an interim director beginning 
October 21.  Mr. Wildgen, a former Lawrence city 
manager, has served as interim director for Watkins 
Community Museum and the Lawrence Humane So-
ciety.  He will assist in the search for a new public 
library director.

Kathleen Morgan reported that to 
date the official fundraising total 
stands at $842,000 nearing the 
goal of $1 million.  Many of the 
foundation grant application deci-
sions will be made in December.  
The capital campaign is in the 
community phase in which any-
one in or around Lawrence is en-
couraged to contribute.  The plan 
is to wrap up the capital campaign 
with an event in February.  
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Why Governor  
Brownback’s Tax Pro-
posals are Bad News 

for Most Kansans



Library donors giving $25,000 or more have the op-
portunity to name areas within the library.  Three 
pending asks are the Auditorium, Young Adult Center 
and the Computer lab.

The Nancy Pearl Event will be on Nov. 2.  Over 225 
people are expected to attend.  In conjunction with 
the event is a supplemental fundraiser, "Judge a Book 
By Its Cover", where prizes are paired with books.

Ed Quick, Friends of the Library, reported that the 
biannual book sale made $37,000-$38,000. A $1000 
gift will be used to purchase new carts to take books 
into the community. 

Gould Evans architects presented their design exten-
sion for the Library.  The Board approved the sche-
matic design that the architects will present to the city 
for approval at the next City Commission meeting.  
Upon approval, the next phase will be de-
sign development.

The City Commission will choose the 
Construction Management for the Library 
through an open bid process with no re-
striction to location.  The Construction 
Manager should have knowledge of the 
design development from the beginning 
and will be independent of the Library.  The 
Library might hire "an owner's representa-
tive", someone with communication and 
management skills  and with a good  
knowledge of design.  

" The Board went into executive ses-
sion." " "      - Elinor Tourtellot, observer

Highlights of the October 
Board Meeting 

" Present: Kay Hale (President), Marjorie Cole 
(Treasurer), Caleb Morse (Secretary); Directors: David 
Burress, Bonnie Dunham, James Dunn, Lee Ann Duver 
(for Bob), Melinda Henderson, Ruth Lichtwardt, Carrie 
Lindsey, Milton Scott. 
" Absent: Carol Jacobson, Chris Lempa. LWVL-
DC member present: Gary Hale. The meeting was 
called to order by Kay at 7 pm.

" New secretary Caleb resigned his co-chair of 
the Voter Services Committee, but volunteered to 

serve as permanent Secretary.  Moved by David (sec-
onded by Marjorie) to make Caleb secretary for the 
remainder of his two-year term; carried.  Melinda of-
fered to take over as (non-co) chair of the Voter Serv-
ices Committee.  Minutes of the September meeting 
were accepted as distributed, with a minor correction 
to the date of the Treasurer’s report.
" Treasurer’s report Marjorie reported Sep-
tember income of $175 and expenses of $624.82.  
She noted that we still need contributions to the Edu-
cation Fund, which currently has a balance of $80.48.  
Contributions to the Ed Fund of $250 were received 
in September and we were able to pay half our na-
tional PMP from this account.  As of October 1, bal-
ances in accounts are as follows: Checking = 
$1965.39; Money Market = $4392.52; Stucky = 
$7106.31; Judiciary = $1088.58; Dues Scholarship 
Fund (subset of checking) = $155.00; one scholarship 

was awarded this month.  The interest 
rate on our Money Market and Stucky 
accounts has dropped from 0.4% to 
0.25%.
! President’s report
ALEC update Kay reported that she had 
drafted a letter to the LJW about the 
American Legislative Exchange Council 
(ALEC), following our discussion on the 
subject at the September meeting.  She 
had received input on the letter from two 
Board members and also had made some 
inquiries with LWVUS about sending it.  
National had responded with a request 
that they be able to approve any state-
ment we make on the subject prior to its 

publication.  David and others objected to the idea of 
passing letters by National for approval, since our in-
terest here is the effect on state politics, and thus it is 
at best a state issue.  Moved David (Ruth) to write a 
letter and send it without contacting National before-
hand; carried 6-3.  The letter will be on the minimal 
reporting requirements of Kansas legislators who re-
ceive funds from ALEC to defray the cost of travel to 
their annual conference, and how this lack of trans-
parency may give the appearance of corruption.  Car-
rie will sign the letter as President-Elect on behalf of 
LWV L-DC. 

" Document retention Kay reported that she 
and Marjorie had compiled sets of Board meeting 
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minutes (2005–2009), Annual Meeting minutes 
(2005–2009), and membership directories (1990–
2011) for deposit at the Spencer Research Library.  
Because some sets of Board and Annual meeting min-
utes were not available, Kay recommended develop-
ment of a Document Retention Policy for inclusion in 
our Policies document.  Marjorie and Caleb agreed to 
develop such a policy for consideration at the No-
vember meeting.  They will also review our existing 
Policies and bring recommendations for revision.

Committee reports and other reports
" Voter Service Committee  Caleb reported 
on the Special Naturalization Ceremony that took 
place at the Dole Institute on September 16.  He of-
fered a few recommendations for future events.  
Caleb also provided a summary of a League webinar 
on organizing voter registration drives, whcih he had 
participated in on September 21.  It was very thor-
ough and covered a number of topics, organized along 
a timeline.
" Membership and Leadership Development  
Bonnie and Carrie reported the first brown bag lunch 
event had an excellent turnout of 25 League mem-
bers.  It probably helped that the event took place at 
the Carnegie Library.  Manager David Corliss spoke 
for an hour; his power point presentation is available 
for viewing on the website.  The Membership Services 
Committee is working on future BBL’s.  There will be a 
new member orientation on October 29.
" Communications Committee  Milton re-
ported that the website needs work, but also content! 
There will be a session to train Board members in 
posting content on September 22 at Edgewood 
Community Center.
" Federal Role in Public Education Study 

Committee  David reported 
that the study committee’s 
consensus statement has 
been completed and will be 
presented at a meeting on 
November 5 at the fire sta-
tion on Stewart Ave from 10 
am–3 pm.  The committee 
hopes the meeting will result 
in approval of consensus 
statements (with or without 
minority statements); these 
will be collated by the com-

mittee and voted on by the Board 
at our November meeting.
" LWVK Tax Study Com-
mittee  Carol reported (in ab-
sentia) that the committee is 
working on consensus questions.  
Carol is also working on putting 
together a community forum 
(date, place TBA) with a guest 
economist.
" Sta te Board Repor t  
James reported that the LWVKS 
Board had been discussing upcoming elections for 
state offices.  There was some disagreement about 
whether League should solicit responses for their 
“411” candidate questionnaires only from candidates 
for office in districts with local League chapters, or 
from all candidates running for office across Kansas.  
Also, there are some costs associated with program 
infrastructure and data input, and the State Board 
wants local Leagues to cover the costs.  James thought 
League should send out questionnaires to all candi-
dates, since it’s a good way to familiarize candidates 
across the state with League issues.  Kay suggested the 
state should pay from the LWVKS Ed Fund.

Action items
" Tabled privatization study  Moved Carrie 
(David) to untable the motion “to not engage in the 
[LWVUS] privatization study this year”; carried.  Right 
now, there is no one willing to chair the local study.  
David asked for some clarification about the duration 
of the study.  Kay suggested putting a solicitation in the 
Voter seeking volunteers to serve on the committee; 
Milton agreed to write the notice.  Moved Carrie 
(David) to retable the motion until after such a notice 
has been run; carried.
" Local study on voter turnout After some 
more consideration of this issue, Carrie is planning to 
meet with several local civic groups to discuss facilita-
tion of a small study on how to increase voter turnout 
in eastern precincts in Lawrence.        - Caleb Morse

Land Use Committee Report
" The Land Use Committee met on Saturday, 
October 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Mercantile 
meeting room.  We discussed all of the October Plan-
ning Commission (PC) items.  LUC decided to send 
two letters.  
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" Our first letter was on PC Item 2, a text 
amendment to the Lawrence Land Development 
Code (LDC) Article 6, Sections 20-601 and 20-602 
and related sections.  LDC Article 6 deals with density 
and dimensional standards.  This item was discussed in 
the September PC meeting and was deferred to Oc-
tober.  In the interim, some changes were made by 
staff: (a)  The required distance between single family 
(RS) dwellings and adjacent non-single family dwellings 
were increased from 5 feet, but only to a standard 25 
feet for all multiple family districts. (This would allow a 
45-foot apartment to be located only 25 feet away 
from a 20-foot high single family home.)   (b) The du-
plex district (RM12D) was separated from the RM12 
district into its own column of dimensional standards, 
and the RM12 district was grouped with the other 
RM district standards. (This was a request, 
among others, that we had made in our 
September letter.)  However, the one provi-
sion that was the ameliorating requirement 
for partially alleviating the incompatibilities 
between the RS districts and non-RS dis-
tricts, Section 20-602(h)(2), was eliminated 
from the LDC.  This section had required 
that non-RS buildings be the same height as 
the adjacent RS dwelling or be separated by 
the same distance as the height of the non-
RS building.  Our letter in October thanked 
the staff for separating the RM12D district 
from the other RM districts, but repeated 
our objection to eliminating Section 20-
602(h)(2).  We also asked that if none of our 
other requests were to be accepted, that 
the PC require that the provisions in Article 
11, “Protection Standards for Residential Districts” be 
mandatory rather than permissive, as they now are. 
" In our letter we explained our position by 
supporting the need to encourage and protect 
owner-occupied housing in order to promote neigh-
borhood stability in the city.  OUTCOME: The PC ac-
knowledged our objections, but had no clear alterna-
tives to the staff recommended changes so they ap-
proved them.  Two PC members, on the other hand, 
stated that the new normal in Lawrence is rental and 
multiple family housing.  The PC approved the staff-
recommended changes 8 to 0.
" Our second letter was on Item No. 7, a  text 
amendment to the Subdivision Regulations.  This was 
the staff response to a request by the Chamber of 

Commerce (C of C) to make two changes to the 
Subdivision Regulations.  Their first requested change 
was to the timing on acceptance of dedications of 
easements and rights of way during the subdivision 
process of platting.  Acceptance of these dedications is 
the responsibility of the City Commission (CC) and 
determines in most cases whether the plat for a 
property will be accepted or rejected.  The LDC had 
established the dedications by the CC to be at the 
preliminary plat stage because it was thought that de-
velopers would prefer knowing initially whether the 
dedications would be accepted before going to the 
trouble and expense of creating a final plat.  However, 
this proved not to be the case, because the C of C 
requested that acceptance of the dedications be 
changed from the preliminary plat stage to the final 

plat stage.  The second request by the 
Chamber was to create more flexibility be-
tween the accepted preliminary plat and the 
final plat in terms of the number of lots, lo-
cation and dimensions of easements, and 
similar deviations from the preliminary plat. 
The staff made the requested C of C 
changes.  
" The staff also chose this opportunity 
to make what they considered “minor” 
changes for clarification to the Subdivision 
Regulations. We reviewed the proposed 
changes and considered some of the re-
wording to be more than just “minor.”  We 
asked that this “clarifying” language not be 
changed because the new version created 
too much ambiguity, and in one case defined 
incorrectly a  new type of street!“con-

nector street”!that specifically is designed to allow 
vehicle and pedestrian travel between uses within 
neighborhoods.  OUTCOME: the PC deferred the 
text amendment.

Ruth Weir Memorial Service  
" A memorial service for Ruth Weir, a life-
member of the League of Women Voters, will be held 
at the Lawrence Unitarian Fellowship, 1263 North 
1100 Road at 11:00 a.m. on November 26th, 2011.  
Ruth died on October 12, 2011, at her home in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, where she moved in 2008.
" Ruth is fondly remembered by her friends in 
the League.  “She was so generous and welcoming to 

November 2011,  page 8                                                                                                                                                Another Turkey of an Issue                                                                                                                          



me when we moved to Lawrence,” said Betty 
Lichtwardt.  “She gave me a little baby dress when 
Ruth was born.  She was an excellent seamstress.”  
Marilyn Bradt remembered that “Ruth used to host 
League unit meetings at her home.  She was a great 
cook and made lovely homemade cookies.”  

Ruth was employed full-time as a dietician and food 
service specialist for most of her adult life . Several 
friends remember Ruth's serving as Coordinator of 
Volunteer Services for at least one year for Habitat 
for Humanity in Lawrence - “That was a big job as all 
the houses were built by volunteers!” said Lee Ketzel. 
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Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and Na-
tional Leagues.   Dues for LWV Lawrence-Douglas County are $50 for a single 
membership and $75 for a household membership (two members sharing one 
mailing address).  Dues are used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-
Kansas and LWV-US.  Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses.   The 
League year begins April 1 and ends March 31. The date listed above your name on 
the address. 
PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:Membership Chair, LWV 

L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

!-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________     _____ Joining    _____ Renewing through March 31, 2012
  

____ Individual Membership ($50)                     _____ Household Membership ($75)

 ____ Student Membership ($20) -    University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

           Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

  
 I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv?      Yes      No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed?       Printed         Emailed
(Emailed VOTERS are delivered sooner and include live links to the League website and other interesting places!) label on your VOTER is the 

date through which your dues have been paid.

Answers to October’s Kansas Places Sesquicentennial Quiz:
1. Buffalo Soldiers Monument, Fort Leavenworth    2. Amelia Earhart Birthplace,  Atchison    3. The Cos-
mosphere, Hutchinson    4. Z Bar Ranch, Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve    5. Henry’s Sculpture Hill, Augusta    
6. MidAmerica Alliance Indian Center, Wichita    7. Kansa Lodge, Independence Creek    8. Garden of Eden, Lu-
cas    9.  Geographic Center of the U.S., Lebanon    10. Mount Sunflower, highest point in Kansas, Wallace 
County    11. St Fidelis Church, Victoria    12. Constitution Hall, Lecompton    13. Castle Rock, Badlands    14. 
Gray County Wind Farm, Montezuma    15. Monument Rock near Highway US 83    Cover: Dwight Eisen-
hower Boyhood Home,  Abilene

All photos copyright Keith Stokes, used by permission.  These and many more photos documenting his travels around 
Kansas are at www.kansastravel.org.  Other photos by Keith, including his art gallery, are at www.sff.net/people/sfreader.

Run, Don’t Walk - Join the League!

Hurry, hurry!
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