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League Calendar
Saturday,
March 23

7 - 9 pm

Thursday,
June 13

7 - 9 pm

Thursday,
June 13

9:00 pm

Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 901 Iowa
St.
LWVL-DC Board Meeting. Co-President David Burress’ House, 912 Holiday
Drive. All League members are invited to attend.
VOTER Submission Deadline. Please send submissions to
voter@lawrenceleague.com

A Message from Co-President David Burress
This is my ﬁrst message as Co-President with a newly elected Board. We’ve been very busy, but a lot of it has been
just catching up on things outgoing President Melinda Henderson already knew, or otherwise handing off Board
portfolios to new leaders. Here are some highlights.
•
•
•

Co-President Cille King and I and ﬁve others went to Kansas Convention. (See report below.)
There’s an upcoming Board orientation/retreat on May 18.
We’ve made a number of appointments:
Webmaster: Caleb Morse
FB and Tweet master: Scott Criqui
Lead VOTER editor (continuing): Ruth Lichtwardt
Membership Chair: Margaret Arnold
Fundraising Chair: Midge Grinstead
Voter services Chair: Ruth Gibbs (Mentor: Cille King)
Ofﬁcial printer: Cille King
LUC (land use committee) Board Rep: Cille King
! !
!
(All of these appointees except Ruth Lichtwardt are Board members.)
• The Board adopted a set of standing policies on the board management style we plan to use this year.
One change worth noting on a sticky issue: nonboard members addressing the Board can now receive (a strictly
limited) 5 minutes at the beginning of the meeting, plus more time at the end if available---but please contact me
at dburress@ku.edu in advance of the meeting.
• Board meetings are at my house (912 Holiday Drive) and are open to all LWV members.
May 2013, page 1

Celebrating our LONG-Awaited Spring

•
•
•

•

Cille King made the Stucky scholarship presentation. (See report below.)
Patrick Wilbur is continuing to pursue the open meetings project. The problem is that local
public boards go into executive session without giving what we would accept as a legally
admissible stated purpose.
I am involved in the LWV-Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods sidewalk Taskforce,
mostly by email, but there will be a few meetings at my house. Board member cj brune is
attending the meetings. LWV member and LAN president Laura Routh chairs the taskforce. (See report below.)
cj will be keeping up on the initiative to provide a free bus stop at the homeless shelter.

League years tend to alternate between high energy and lower energy years because of the
external event cycle. This is a relatively low energy year because we do not have National Convention and we do
not have any public elections. We ought to take advantage of that so as to be more pro-active on our own priorities. To do that we need to set those priorities which we’ll do at the Board retreat.
As (almost) always, success and effectiveness of LWV-LDC depends 100% on volunteers. I hope we can be much
more pro-active this year in ﬁnding out what volunteer roles could work for each member who is willing to serve.

2013 Annual
Membership Meeting

On Saturday April 22 about 60
Leaguers and friends met at the
Smith Center at Br andon
Woods for great food, good
company, our annual business
meeting, and a formal changing
of the guard.

The high point of the event was
Kansas Insurance Commis- a very informative presentation
sioner Sandy Praeger ad- on the Affordable Care Act
dressing the annual meet- from Lawrence's own Kansas
ing on the Affordable Care
Insurance Commissioner Sandy
Act.
Praeger. Sandy pointed out
many important new requirements for private insurance now in place or coming on line, such as:
•
•
•

Children covered to age 26 under family policies
No exclusions for pre-existing conditions
No withholding beneﬁts because of inaccurate
statements made on past applications.
• Administrative overhead limited to 20% of premiums, and then 15%,
and much else. Even more important however are the
upcoming steps toward nearly universal coverage,
which face some implementation difﬁculties. In Kansas
the two largest issues are:
May 2013, page 2

•

•

Private insurance will be run through a centrally
operated insurance exchange. Governor Brownback refused to set up a Kansas exchange, so the
federal government will run it but Republicans in
Congress have refused to fund the administrative
costs.
Medicaid can and should be greatly expanded to
cover an additional 240,000 uninsured Kansans,
paid for almost entirely by the federal government
but so far Governor Brownback has refused to
support it.

At the business meeting we adopted a revised policy
of low income and affordable housing, the result of a
year-long study. (The full policy and full minutes of the
meeting will appear in a later Voter.) We elected new
ofﬁcers (shown above and listed in the caption), and
thanked outgoing ofﬁcers for their service. We are
especially appreciative of Melinda Henderson who
stepped in and did yeoman service as President for
the last eight months of the year after President Car-

The New LWV-LDC Board (left to right): Caleb Morse (Secretary),
Midge Grinstead, cj brune, marci franscisco (Vice President), Melinda
Henderson (outgoing President), David Burress (Copresident), Ruth
Gibbs, Cille King (Copresident), James Dunn. Not shown: Marjorie Cole
(Treasurer), Margaret Arnold, Scott Criqui, and Marlene Merrill.
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rie Lindsey became overwhelmed
with responsibilities in her real life.
Melinda supported an active voter
services program during an election
year, made improvements in our use
of electronic social media, improved
our visibility, streamlined Board policies, ran a very successful fundraising
effort, and persuaded Sandy to be
our guest speaker. During her 4 month term, Carrie
implemented a program with a temporary paid staffer
who did great pre-election work with voter registration and new member recruitment.
!
!
!
!
!
- David Burress

Mabel Stucky Award

The 2013 Mabel Stucky Award was given to Lawrence
Free State High School senior, Teanna Totten at the
school's Annual Senior Awards program,
6 May 2013. The memorial award is given
to a college-bound senior who “promotes political responsibility through informed and active participation of citizens in government.” The selection criteria included interest in a career in government or with a demonstrated interest
in civic voluntarism, an excellent academic record, and (in the case of a tie)
demonstrated ﬁnancial need. The award
is funded by a memorial set up to honor
Mabel, who was a long time LWV-LDC
activist. The presentation was made by
LWV-LDC Copresident Cille King. The selection was
made by a committee consisting of Margaret Arnold,
"Kay Hale, and Marlene Merrill.

Lawrence Public Library
Board of Trustees Meeting
April 15, 2013, 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
7th and New Hampshire
Board Members Present:
Deborah Thompson,
President; Fran Devlin, Secretary, Joan Golden, Treasurer; Terry Leibold, Ursula Minor; Chris Burger; David
Vance.
Absent: Friends of Library, Gould/Evans Architects,
BA Green Construction.
May 2013, page 3

Library Staff: Brad Allen, Director; Kathleen Morgan,
Library Foundation Director; Sherri Turner,
Assistant Director.
Guests: Aiden Deeks, Student Library Representative; Emily Reno, Latino Advisory Board Representative; Elinor Tourtellot, League of Women Voters.
Library Director's Report
Building Renovation/Expansion: The City Commission
approved the subcontractor bids for the library renovation and expansion on Tuesday, April 9. Construction of the parking garage begins on April 18. BA
Green expects substantial completion by late May/
early June. The art project for the library has been
approved. The winners of the art competition are
glass artist Dierk Van Keppel and architect John
Shreve, both of Kansas. They will be working with the
architects to decide the best way to integrate the
glass sculptures in the Library . Terry suggested that
the construction schedule needs to be
updated on the library website so that
the public can be better informed.
In the Library: The new library will be
more efﬁcient with good inventory control, faster check in and out, and automatic handling machine. Marketing Director Susan Brown’s last day will be May
8. The new events and programming
librarian, Paula Ken, starts April 29.
Outside the Library: The Library was
approached by the Kansas Health Institute (KHI) for a potential partnership
with them and Lawrence Memorial Hospital (LMH). The concept is that KHI would provide
unbiased consumer health information in the new
LMH Wellness Center in the library.
Library Foundation Director’s Report
The “Reconstructing John Brown” program with Tony
Horwitz was a great success. Approximately 700 people ﬁlled Liberty Hall on April 4th to hear the author
of Midnight Rising and KU professor of history Jonathan Earle discuss everyone’s favorite controversial
histor ical ﬁgure , John
Brown.
The Foundation Board has
directed Kathleen to submit an application to the
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National Endowment for the Humanities to help in raising funds for the
library endowment. If approved, this
program provides a 25% federal match
for donations.
Foundation Board Members Marsha
Buhler and Matt Neuman will be leaving
and two new board members will be
voted on at the upcoming annual meeting on April 22. The nominations of
Brad Farmer and Kate Campbell will be
considered for board membership.
New Business:
Chris moved to propose the slate for new Board ofﬁcers: Ursula Minor, Secretary; Chris Burger, VicePresident, and Joan Golden, President. The proposal
passed.
The Board thanked Terry Leibold for his eleven years
as a board member. Replacing him on the Board in
May is Brady Flannery of Weaver's Department store.
!
!
!
!
!
- Elinor Tourtellot

Douglas County Commission
Wed, 5/1/13
A special event permit was granted for a concert on
6/22 located at 1849 E 800 Rd (near Vinland). This will include live music, catered
food and considerable trafﬁc. It is the ﬁrst
special permit issued under the new rules
adopted by the county (necessary because the property owners are selling
tickets and the event is open to the
public). The property owners are expecting approximately 500 people. The commission approved the permit 3-0.
> The commission approved (3-0) an expenditure of $190,000 ($106,000 from
DGCO - Baldwin City will contribute the
balance) for surfacing and minor drainage
improvements to E 1750 Rd. This covers
the area from the BC limits to DGCO
ﬁshing lake - less than a mile of road. BC
will be responsible for ongoing maintenance.
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> The commission heard recommendations for the Natural/Cultural Heritage
Grant Program from the Heritage Conservation Council. The council has a
budget of $325,000 and $276,000 was
recommended for grants.
The largest project is the restoration of
the Turnhalle building. This will cost
$125,000 and help secure and stabilize
the structure. The Turnhalle building is
the oldest community building in Lawrence, and was
used for many activities by the German community in
its earlier days. The Lawrence Preservation Alliance
owns the building and plans to sell it at a later date.
There were 5 target grants:
KUCR will receive $72,000 for the Baldwin
•
Woods project.
The Clearﬁeld School will receive $29,850 for
•
exterior restoration.
The Lawrence Ar ts Center will receive
•
$24,400 for the purchase of vintage costumes
and the remodeling of sets.
Watkins Museum will receive $20,000 to
•
maintain their core exhibit.
The Castle Tea Room will receive $5,000 for
•
signage. Commissioner Gaughan was concerned that the signage could be used for advertising, which he saw as inappropriate.
The committee was sympathetic to
Gaughan's concerns and it was agreed
that the text would reference only the
historical signiﬁcance of the building.
All expenditures were approved by a 21 vote with Commissioner Flory dissenting. Flory explained that he had asked
for a moratorium on applications for the
program earlier this year due to concerns with the 2014 budget. He believes
there are cuts on the way and it is inappropriate to fund the program through
property taxes despite the fact they are
worthy projects.!!
- Patrick Wilbur
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LWVK Convention Report
April 27, 2013
Mayor Ed Eilert, Johnson County Commissioner and
former Overland Park Mayor welcomed the League
to Overland Park and Johnson County. Commissioner
Eilert expressed his appreciation for the good work
by LWVK in voter education.
He spoke with pride of Johnson County school district taxpayers’ unique commitment to education, seen
also as unique in the nation.
Regarding 2013 Legislation that would
have an impact on voting in municipal
and school board elections, Commissioner Eilert spoke to SB No. 211 and
SB No. 145. Both bills would move
municipal and school board elections
to November, with SB 145 also making
these elections partisan.
He said Johnson County voters in
2000 chose to make county commissioner positions non-partisan, and in
2001 the City of Overland Park joined
all other cities in the county when they
voted to make city races for elected
positions non-partisan.
To encourage voter par ticipation,
Johnson County offers options of when
and where to vote – by mail, at an Early Vote location
before the election, or at a voter’s assigned polling
place on Election Day. The Election Ofﬁce is working
to ﬁnd alternate polling locations since schools can no
longer accommodate elections. Both mail and Early
Vote are popular options.
Commissioner Eilert emphasized the need for continued voter education, which is an area where the
League of Women Voters has been an unwavering and
much appreciated partner.! !
- Carol Jacobson

LWVK Convention Notes
The state League Convention was held Saturday April
29 in Oberlin Park. Elizabeth MacNamara, our very
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energetic National League President, attended and
made two stirring presentations that will be reported
on in the Kansas Voter. I asked our delegates to write
a paragraph on three things they learned at Convention, and their comments are below.
An idea: Topeka LWV cosponsors a monthly Tuesday
Topics at the library. They sell lunches (and the library
has a cafeteria.) Working with other groups helps with
topics and also gives them as chance at recruiting new
people, especially younger people. After the meeting
they have a 10 minute League Topic doing a LWV orientation-type presentation on an item
of League lore.
High point: I found the session on
sharing ideas most helpful. There were
lots of tips on new member retention:
call them soon after they join, assign a
mentor, ask them to do a tiny job.
Next Convention: They should publish
an article on procedure for getting
program ideas considered three
months prior to Convention in the
Kansas Voter. Handicapped accessibility
c o u l d h a v e b e e n b e t t e r .! !
!
!
!
- David Burress
LWV State Convention musings for
me the convention was energizing. In
the National President's address, Elisabeth MacNamara reminded us that we must embrace digital
communication/social media in order to draw in
younger members. Last year Kansas had an 8% net
growth in League membership which is great for the
state, but locally we are struggling to increase our
numbers. She also encouraged us to become more
visible: What are we doing for our community and
how can we show residents the value of League?
One idea shared by other groups is to sponsor a
monthly meeting open to the public, centered on one
topic and held in the library or other public venue.
An event like this would allow us to showcase ourselves and hopefully spark interest in joining the
Lawrence League.!
!
!
- Sharon Brown
An idea: Could we (local or state league) add to our
web site 'How they voted' on major pieces of legislation, for both state representatives and senators?
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High point: Speakers emphasized the importance of
working with other leagues and groups to achieve
goals. There were so many examples ranging from the
Emporia League working with their County Clerk for
a Mobile Precinct to the Minnesota state league working to defeat the Voter ID proposal at the polls.
Next Convention: Put the Annual Meeting booklet on
line before the convention. ! !
- Lucille King

Highlights of the
April Board Meeting
11 Apr, 7–9 pm, Plymouth Congregational Church
Present: Hender son (President), Scott (Vice
President), Burress (President Elect), Cole (Treasurer),
Morse (Secretary); Directors: Arnold, Dunham, Dunn,
King, Lichtwardt, Merrill.
Absent: Hayden.
Others present: C. J. Brune, Marilyn Roy, Forrest Swall.
Marjorie raised a question of the President’s role in
recruiting and nominating ofﬁcers and Board members. The Board reafﬁrmed the principle contained in
the Bylaws that the President should not be involved
in the process of recruiting and selecting nominees.
Treasurer’s report. Marjorie reported total income
for Mar of $2,336.00 and expenses of $95.29. Balances as of 1 Apr: Checking Account = $2,790.38;
Money Market = $2,101.51; Stucky = $6,372.26; Judiciary = $593.58; Education Fund (LWVEF) =
$1.732.55; One dues scholarship was awarded in
March.
Stucky Award Committee. Margaret reported that
she, Kay Hale and Marlene had reviewed applications
for the award, selecting an
awardee and a runner-up.
The committee had also
made an effort to clarify
the criteria for selection in
future years. Land Use
Committee. Melinda reported that the Mar LUC
meeting was held on-line,
due to inclement weather.
About 10 people participated.
Death with Dignity issue.
Forrest reported that a
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committee of the
Lawrence Older Women’s
League (OWL) had been
discussing death with dignity for the past year or so,
and had written a report
on the subject. At the behest of the OWL committee, Tom Sloan introduced
legislation to allow
physician-assisted suicide in
Kansas, but it was not
taken up by the Kansas
House Health and Human
Ser vices Committee.
However, part of OWL’s
objective was to get the conversation started, and
now it is to keep it going. Forrest will serve as one of
our delegates to State Convention, to raise this issue
as a possible subject of study at the state level.
Death Penalty issue. Kristin Bollig, with the Kansas
Coalition Against the Death Penalty (KCADP), has
asked LWV L–DC to send a letter on the issue to our
Kansas Legislative delegation. David (Margaret) moved
to send a letter, based on some wording suggested by
KCADP; carried.
Voter Education Coalition (VEC). Cille reported that
the VEC had met earlier in the day, and that the current board was unwilling to consider a change to their
policy regarding third party candidates. (See March
minutes for background on this issue.) The options
available at this time are: end our participation the
group now or wait to see if the new VEC board is
willing to change their policy next year. David noted
that we could participate or not, depending on
whether a particular election is partisan, but suggested
waiting to see what the new board would do.
Proposal for the Transportation Department. CJ had
brought with her a proposal to make the “T” stop
serving the Lawrence Community Shelter a free stop,
as it had fallen to several individuals to offer rides in
private vehicles for necessary trips. Ruth (Caleb)
moved to add League’s name as an organization supportive of the proposal. After some discussion, Marlene (Margaret) moved to table the motion until
someone had presented League positions that could
be used to support such an action; carried.
Board Policy 16. Melinda had circulated a proposed
revision to Board Policy 16, enumerating the order in
which expenses for National Convention, State ConCelebrating our LONG-Awaited Spring

vention, and State Council
would be paid. In addition, the
revision allows the Board to
allocate some funds to defray
the cost of delegates to National Council. Mar lene
(David) moved to adopt the
policy after slight emendation;
carried.
Task Force on Sidewalks with
Lawrence Association of
Neighborhoods. David noted that this task force had
been announced, but not agreed to by the Board. Cille
(Margaret) moved that League participate in the task
force; carried. Cille, CJ, Marilyn, and Laura Routh all
plan to participate as representatives of League.!
!
!
!
!
!
- Caleb Morse

Minutes of the Impromptu
Board Meeting
Held after LWVL-DC Annual Meeting on 20 April
2013
April 20, 3:20–3:38 pm, Smith Center at Brandon
Woods
Present: David Burress (Co-President), Cille King (CoPresident and President Elect), Marci Francisco (Vice
President), Marjorie Cole (Treasurer), Caleb Morse
(Secretary); Directors:
Margaret Arnold, Ruth Gibbs, Midge Grinstead, James
Dunn,.
Absent: C. J. Brune, Scott Criqui, Marlene Merrill.
David suggested an agenda of three items:
[1] Survey of the membership. Marci (Ruth) moved
to authorized David to conduct a survey of the membership on what they’d like to see from the organization if and when he ﬁnds reason and ability. There was
no discussion; motion carried.
[2] Board representatives to the Nominating Committee. Marjorie and Ruth volunteered to serve in this
capacity. Caleb (Margaret) moved to accept Marjorie
and Ruth as the Board members of the Nominating
Committee. There was no discussion; motion carried.
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[3] Board retreat. After some discussion, a retreat
was scheduled for Saturday, 18 May, 1–5 pm at David’s
home (912 Holiday Dr). The retreat will comprise a
Board orientation and planning for the upcoming year.
Because Board meetings will now take place at David’s
home, James will cancel our standing reservations at
Plymouth Congregational Chuch.
- Caleb Morse

Land Use Committee
April Activities
Because of the scheduled April 20th League Annual
Meeting, the members of the Land Use Committee
(LUC) decided to reschedule their normal meeting
time from Saturday, April 20 to one week early–April
13–and communicate online by email rather than
meet in person. Participants were Cille King, David
Burress, Margaret Arnold and Betty Lichtwardt. Our
Chairman, Alan Black does not have email at home.
After discussion and deliberation, we sent two emails
addressed to the Planning Commission (PC) Chairman, Dr. Bruce Liese and
the Planning Commissioners by way of the Planning
Ofﬁce.
The ﬁrst letter sent email
by David Burress was on
PC Agenda No. 2, the rezoning to B-2 (County
General Business Zoning)
for a 21-acre tract on the
intersection of the southwest corner of County Road
1100 North and Highway 59. This is an agricultural
tract, a small portion of which has been divided by a
new county access road to the newly improved
Highway 59. The requested land is in the Urban
Growth Area near its southern boundary. It is surrounded on three sides by suburban residential developments. It also is not in conformance with Horizon
2020, our City/County Comprehensive plan (CP) in
that it is not one of the designated sites for future
commercial development. The email letter from
David with the support of our Position on Land Use
Planning, asked that the PC not approve the rezoning
on this site because it was not in conformance with
the CP, and the resulting consequences of eliminating
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this restriction would be to
unleash a rash of similar requests for rezoning all up
and down Highway 59 and
throughout the unincorporated areas. Also, because
the subject tract is in the
Urban Growth Area (UGA)
the resulting uncontrolled
zoning would prevent the
proper urbanization of areas
around it in the future.
OUTCOME: the Staff recommended denial, the surrounding residents protested the rezoning, and the
Applicant withdrew his request for rezoning.
The second letter sent email by David was on PC
Agenda Items No. 3 and 4, a request by Menards ( a
home improvement company) to rezone over 40
acres to CR (Regional Commercial) immediately east
of the Home Depot store on the vacant land located
on the north side of 31st Street. Item No. 3 was to
change the CP to expand the CR (Regional Commercial) designation to encompass the 49 acres involved,
and Item No. 4 was to rezone the requested acreage
to the CR Zoning District. Currently there is no Regional Commercial Zoning District placed on any land
in Lawrence, although there is a CP Regional Commercial Designation from 23rd Street south to the
southern boundary of Lawrence in the corridor along
both sides of South Iowa. The CP designation does
not extend this far east, however, and the land proposed for the CR rezoning is outside of this CR designated area and encompasses the entire tract of RM1
zoning west of the Naismith ditch. The conﬁguration
of the concept plan accompanying the rezoning request shows the Menards store and its parking surrounded by smaller tracts of commercial uses, so the
company is asking for much more rezoning than it
currently can use for its home improvement store.
We asked that the PC deny changing the CP designations and rezoning on the basis that there is already
almost the maximum zoning that the current Regional
Commercial Designation can allow and the rezoning is
contrary to the recommendation of the Revised
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Southern Development Plan. Also the excess amount
of commercial zoning around Menards would permit
high intensity uses not suitable for the site. OUTCOME: the Staff recommended denial and the PC
deferred the plan changes and rezoning requests until
May 20th.
Note: Cille King spoke for the League at the PC meeting on Monday, April 22, and again, at the City Commission (CC) meeting on Tuesday, April 23. At the CC
meeting the issue was whether to eliminate the requirement that the Land Development Code (Zoning
Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations) conform to
the Comprehensive Plan. The Planning Commission
had unanimously denied this text amendment change.
At the CC meeting many spoke against the change
and none spoke for it. In spite of this, Commissioner
Dever, our new Mayor, apparently was in favor of the
change. After other commissioners spoke against the
change, the motion to deny the change carried.
Mayor Dever appointed Commissioner Mike Amyx to
create a committee to study whether a change to the
Comprehensive Plan was needed.
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Join or Re-Join the League!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Complete form, enclose check made out to LWV L/DC, and mail to LWV L/DC • PO Box 1072 • Lawrence KS 66044
(Please note: new or renewed memberships after September 30, 2012 are valid through March 31, 2014)
Our dues support the National and State Leagues as follows: $31 National and $18 State per member. Total: $49/member
Our local League retains only $6 from Individual membership dues and $5.75 each for Household membership dues.
Date __________________

_____ New member

_____ Renewing member

_____ Individual Membership ($55) _____ Household Membership ($85) _____ *Student Membership ($20)
*University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution.
I’m interested in joining the League…please send me information on ﬁnancial aid available for membership.
I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ to help sponsor a League membership.
I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ for the League General Fund.
I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ for the League Education Fund*
!

*This contribution is tax-deductible

_____ I am not a member, but would like to support the League with my contribution as indicated above.

PLEASE PRINT
Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
Telephone ________________________ Email ____________________________________________
As a League member, I would like to help support League activities by participating as follows:
General Membership Meetings:
___ Set up and/or tear down
___ Hospitality (provide coffee/tea/dessert)
___ Taking notes/writing up report of meeting

Promotion of League to our Community
___ Public speaking
___ Attend community events as League representative

Membership
___ Recruitment
___ Mentor/follow-up with new members
___ Provide a ride to a fellow member
___ Phone members without internet access about
special updates

___ Observer corps (attend/report on government meetings)

Voter Services
___ Register voters
___ Help with voter education

I have the following skills:
___ Editing articles/reports
___ Database management
___ Proﬁcient in Microsoft Word / Excel / Quickbooks
___ Website/Social Media design/management

___ Help with research for League studies on issues
___ Serve on the Board of Directors

My interests include: _________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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