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Thurs Aug 21 

5–8 pm 

Pot-luck dinner and meet-the-candidates event. 
Centennial Park East Shelter House (off 9th St, ½ block west of Iowa St). Main dish provided. Free and open to 
the public. [See announcement below.] 

Thurs Sep 25 

11:30 am–1 pm 

Brown Bag Lunch Meeting: Fracking with speaker Rex Buchanan. 

Lawrence Public Library Auditorium, 707 Vermont St. All are welcome. [See announcement on p 4.] 

Wed Sep 10 

7 pm 

Lawrence Pedestrian Coalition meeting. 

Basement conference room of the Carnegie Bldg, 200 West 9th St. 

Thurs Sep 11 

7 pm 

LWV L–DC Board meeting. 

Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St. All League members are invited to attend. 

Fri Sep 12 

9 pm 

Deadline for submissions to September VOTER. 

Email submissions to VoterEditor[at]lawrenceleague.com. 

Sat Sep 20 

7 pm 

LWV L–DC Land Use Committee meeting. 

Lawrence Community Mercantile, 901 Iowa St. All League members are invited to attend. 
 

The VOTER 

Bulletin of the League of Women Voters of Lawrence–Douglas County, Kansas 
PO Box 1072 • Lawrence KS  66044-1072 

 
The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and 

active participation of citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy. 

President: Cille King president[at]lawrenceleague.com 
Membership: Margaret Arnold membership[at]lawrenceleague.com 
Voter Editor: Ruth Lichtwardt lightwatcher[at]gmail.com 
Guest Editor Caleb Morse caleb.morse[at]gmail.com 

Local League: www.lawrenceleague.com www.facebook.com/lwvldc www.twitter.com/lwvldc 

State League: http://www.lwvk.org lwv.kansas[at]gmail.com (785) 234-5152 
National League: http://www.lwv.org  (202) 429-1965 

League Calendar 

Don’t forget! Candidates’ Potluck 
Centennial Park East Shelter House (off 9th St, ½ block west of Iowa St), Thursday, August 21, 5–8 pm 

Our non-partisan event will include brief two-minute speeches from all candidates, followed by “speed-
dating” as candidates move from group to group for informal conversation. Best of all, there will be food! 
Bring your friends and family, and—if you like—a side dish or dessert to share. A main course, lemonade, 
iced tea, water and table service are provided by LWV L–DC and the Lawrence Voter Education Coalition. 

Hearty thanks go to all the local businesses and groups who have generously contributed to this community 
service for candidates and voters! Laird Noller Automotive, Lewis Veterinary Clinic, Jake’s Auto Care, Medical 
Arts Pharmacy, Raven Bookstore, Ernst & Son Hardware, and Fast Lane provided financial support; Sunflower 
Rental will supply the chairs; Biemers Barbecue, Dillon’s, and HiVee will contribute food; and Steve Mason 
and members of the Alferd Packer Memorial String Band will provide music and sound equipment. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/lwvldc
http://www.lwvk.org/
http://www.lwv.org/
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Message from President Cille King 
In an election year, the League’s top priority is the election and all it entails: registering voters and providing 
information about the election process and the candidates.  

Registering Voters: So far this year, we have registered 176 high school students at 5 Douglas County high 
schools, during 10 events. We have registered an additional 182 Kansas citizens at 17 events: Art in the Park, 
Pinckney neighborhood pot luck, Party in the Park on July 4th, the Downtown Lawrence sidewalk sale, and 

several times at the Farmers Market and the Lawrence Library, for a total of 358 voter applications.  

We hope you know by now that registering voters has become much more difficult since January of last year, 
when a new law went into effect (with the urging of Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach) that requires new 
Kansas voters to provide “proof of citizenship”. This “proof” is most commonly a birth certificate or a US 
passport. We have had a couple of people, when told of this requirement, who got mad, crumpled up their 
voter application, and said something to the effect that they shouldn’t have to show their documents to anyone. 
One person who we helped was from out of state, had all of her identification stolen, was then homeless, 
jobless, and pregnant. If she could have obtained a voter registration card (as she could have before January 
2013), she could have gotten a job and all else to follow. But now she couldn’t. So, the League paid for her out-
of-state birth certificate. This was before our wonderful County Clerk’s office offered this service. Kansas now 
has over 19,000 Kansas Citizens in “suspense”; they aren’t registered to vote until they show that “proof”. If they 
go to the polls on Election Day, they can fill out a provisional ballot, but it won’t be counted. 

Election process: The League developed and printed a card, listing all the dates for election matters – candidate 
fillings, registration deadlines before an election, early voting days, and election dates. It included photo ID 
requirements at the polls and contact information for the County Clerk and for the League. We had applications 
for advance voting ballots, maps and listings of precincts, representatives’ districts, and county commissioners’ 
districts. When we register voters near an electrical outlet, we bring our laptops, so we can more easily check 
citizens’ voter status and their polling location. With the new voter registration laws, nearly everyone who stops 

at our table asks us to check their registration. 

Information on candidates: The League is a founding member of the Voter Education Coalition (VEC), a 
nonpartisan group committed to giving all candidates an avenue to meet the voters and for voters to learn the 
candidates’ agendas. The VEC hosted a forum on July 2nd for the candidates on the ballot for Kansas House 
districts 45 and 46, and for the Douglas County Commission race for the 1st district. They also hosted three 
meet-and-greets for all candidates, at the Sidewalk Sale, the Farmers Market, and with the Lawrence Chamber 
of Commerce. The VEC and the League contacted the Topeka League of Women Voters, offering to co-host 
forums for the candidates in the general election for 2nd US House district and have them broadcast on KTWU. 
We have recently learned that the Topeka League will only be inviting the two major party candidates, 
incumbent Republican Lynn Jenkins and Democrat Margie Wakefield, but not the Libertarian candidate Chris 
Clemmons. So, the League and VEC won’t be actively participating, as we feel this is bipartisan, not nonpartisan. 
There is more information on the VEC activities following in this newsletter. 

The Kansas League of Women Voters has purchased rights to vote411 for candidate information. All primary 
candidates were entered into the website and questions sent to all. Only a few candidates have responded so 
far. If you go to http://www.vote411.org/, enter your address, you will get the primary ballot for your address. 
We hope to get the candidates for the general election on the site soon. If you have any contact with a 
candidate’s campaign, please urge them to submit their answers and any photos or videos that they want to 

include, as the state and local leagues will be heavily advertising this site once the general election candidates 
have been entered. 

Please encourage your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to vote. 
 

http://www.vote411.org/
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In Memory of Betty Jo Charlton 

Betty Jo Charlton, a longtime League member, died in her home on July 22, at age 91. 
She was active in politics, shaping the Douglas County Democratic Party. She was the 
first woman State Legislator from Lawrence, serving in the House from 1979 to 1994, 
and becoming the Senior Minority member on the Appropriations Committee. She was 
inducted into the Kansas University Women’s Hall of Fame in 1997. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Voter Education Coalition Report 
August 7, Lawrence Chamber of Commerce meeting room, 646 Vermont St. 

Attending: Scott Criqui and Patrick Wilbur (Co-Chairs), Kris Adair (USD 497 Board of Education), Judy Bellome 
(Community Village Lawrence), Caroljean Brune (Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods), James Dunn 
(Landlords of Lawrence), Lori Greenfield (Lawrence Education Association), Julie Hack (Lawrence Chamber of 
Commerce), Carol Klinknett and Cille King (LWV L–DC), Lindsey Slater (Channel 6).  

The group discussed plans for the 
Candidates’ Potluck on August 21 at 
Centennial Park. All off the candidates who 
will be on a Douglas County ballot have 
been invited and we are getting 
confirmations. Main course, live music, 
parking help, microphones, tables for name 
tags, food, and candidates’ literature are 
planned. Candidates who haven’t 

responded by Thursday, August 14, will be 
called. It’s shaping up to be a fabulous event. 

The Chief of Police wants to present information on the proposed new police station. The City Commission has 
approved a issue on the November ballot—a sales tax of 0.2% for 9 years to fund a new police facility. We 
decided that this should be in a forum format, presenting pros and cons, scheduled between mid September 
and mid October. The group is researching possible locations for this event, as it should be well attended.  

The VEC will hold at least one forum for competitive Kansas House races for District 10, 42, and 46. We will also 
contact all three candidates for the 2nd District US House race and ask them to a forum to be held in Lawrence. 

 —Cille King 

2014 Legislative Highlights Released 
The 2014 Kansas Legislative Highlights was released on July 
15. You can download the document as a pdf at 
http://www.kslegresearch.org/Publications/2014-
legislative-highlights.pdf. If you would like a printed copy, 
please contact me at (785) 842–6402. —marci francisco 

Important dates for the general election 

Oct 14  Last day to register or make changes to registration for Douglas County residents. 
Oct 15  Advance voting begins. 
Nov 3 In-person advance voting ends at 12 pm.  
Nov 4  Election Day. 
Nov 5 Registration books for Douglas County residents reopen. 
Nov 13 (9 am) Official Canvass for General Election. 

http://www.kslegresearch.org/Publications/2014-legislative-highlights.pdf
http://www.kslegresearch.org/Publications/2014-legislative-highlights.pdf
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Lawrence Pedestrian Coalition Report 

August 13, 7 pm, Carnegie Building, 845 Vermont St. 

Laura Routh proposed to stage a community summit about safe, non-motorized transportation in March of 
2015. It is hoped that hundreds of people would attend. Support will be sought from other organizations. Mike 
DuPont agreed to create a list-serve for Coalition members. He will need their e-mail addresses. 

The City Commission is considering creation of a task force on bicycles and pedestrians. The Coalition may be 
asked to participate. The 2015 budget adopted by the City Commission includes a line item for non-motorized 
transportation (for the first time). However, no money was specified. Possibly money will be transferred from 
other accounts. 

Jessica Mortinger reported that the Metropolitan Planning Organization will conduct counts of bicycle and pe-
destrian travelers. Weekday counts will be on September 10 and 11; Saturday counts will be on September 6 
and 13. Volunteers are needed. If you are willing to help, contact Jessica at (785) 832-3165 or e-mail her at 
jmortinger@Lawrenceks.org.  —Alan Black 

 

Come Learn about Fracking—September 25 Brown Bag Lunch 
11:30 am–1 pm, Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St. 

Our first brown bag meeting of the fall introduces us to a new location, the Lawrence Public Library Audi-
torium, and a new subject, fracking (hydraulic fracturing). We will eat and visit informally from 11:30-12 
before hearing our guest speaker, Rex Buchanan, Interim Director of the Kansas Geological Survey. He is 
uniquely qualified to explain this controversial procedure. His background includes numerous scientific 
subjects and also journalistic experience. In short, he can explain technical subjects in language laypeo-
ple can understand. Special interests include Kansas geology, natural resources, the environment, and 
public policy. The topic is timely, building on a two-year study by LWVK on fracking. Local board member, 
Marlene Merrill, has taken part in this study and will introduce Mr. Buchanan at the meeting. 

League members Carladyne Conyers, Caleb Morse, and 
President Cille King take a turn registering voters at the 
Downtown Lawrence sidewalk sale on July 17. 

Welcome New Members 
Please welcome Ann Carlin Ozegovic and the 
household of John Wilson and Jami Jones. Ann 
thanks Carol Klinknett for recruiting her. Inter-
ests include registering voters, editing articles 
or reports, and joining the observer corps. 
John Wilson is currently representing the 10th 
District in the Kansas House of Representatives 
and will be running for re-election in the fall. 
Jami looks forward to volunteering for future 
League activities.  
 —Margaret Arnold 

mailto:jmortinger@Lawrenceks.org
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Land Use Committee Report 

19 July, 7 pm, Lawrence Community Mercantile, 901 Iowa St. 

In July, the Planning Commission (PC) met on Mon-
day, July 21, only. Therefore, as usual, the Land Use 
Committee (LUC) met on the preceding Saturday at 7 
pm at the Community Mercantile to study their 

agenda and to take action, if needed. The PC Agenda 
was short in terms of public hearing items—only 
three—but long in content. We wrote two letters and 
Cille King represented the League at the meeting. 

The first Item that we addressed by letter was Item 
No. 2, the Preliminary Development Plan (PDP) for 
“The Links,” a proposed revision of the original PDP 
which had expired.  

BACKGROUND: The Links area is very large (78 acres), 
extending half way from east to west across a devel-
oping section bordered by 
6th St on the south, 
Queens Rd on the east and 
the SLT (going north) on the 
west. The Links is located in 
the eastern half of the sec-
tion, mid-point from south 

to north. The site is heavily 
forested and is cut through 
by a Baldwin Creek major 
tributary flowing north at 
the bottom of a deep ra-
vine with steep sides. The 
original PDP showed a 4+ 
unit per acre “family oriented” apartment complex 
surrounding a golf course. This proposed develop-
ment has been revised several times. We have sent 
several letters objecting to it because it is contrary to 
the Northwest Area Plan. The Plan calls for single 
family use in that area because a multiple family de-
velopment there would adversely affect the sur-
rounding normal development of this whole 640 
acres, preventing single family use and proper neigh-
borhood development. (When the area was pro-
posed as an apartment complex, the School Board 
was concerned because the area was intended for 

families with children, but was assured by the devel-
opers that it would be “family oriented.”) The staff 
had recommended approval because the Horizon 
2020 (CP) Land Use Map had shown it only as “low 

density” (yellow) and did not specify housing type. 
(We should note that this staff interpretation of the 
CP for years has been a source of contention, uncer-
tainty, and anxiety for neighborhoods.) One other 

reason for objecting to the original PDPs had been 
the lack of protection of the environmentally sensi-
tive portions of the area, but this has been revised in 
subsequent plans. 

The current PDP shows a major increase in the densi-
ty of the development, from 480 dwelling units to 
900 dwelling units. No golf course is shown, so that 
more of the environmentally sensitive areas can be 
preserved. The zoning is already RM-12 (multiple 
family) with a Planned Development Overlay (PD) 

with an imposed density 
limit of not more than 6 
units per acre. There is a 
great amount of develop-
ment flexibility available in 
the PDP of a Planned De-
velopment. In order to 
avoid the negative effects 

of the multiple family pro-
posal, we asked that the 
Planning Commission not 
approve this PDP and in-
stead, start over. Because 
of the negative effect that 

this development will have on the remaining unde-
veloped land in this section we asked for several 
changes. The first was to develop the project as a 
single family Cluster Development, which would al-
low flexibility in preserving the sensitive areas and 
avoid the adverse effects of multiple family in that 
location. The second was to attempt to develop this 
and the remainder of the undeveloped land with 
neighborhood planning concepts.  

One problem that concerned the neighbors adjacent 
to Queens Rd on both sides was the extent of the 
benefit district needed to surface Queens Rod. This 

was addressed by the staff with illustrations of possi-
ble scenarios. A second feature of The Links that con-
cerned us was the proximity of the parking on its 
south side adjacent to single family lots. In our letter 

A future voter smiles as League members help his folks 
register to vote at the new Lawrence Public Library. 
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we also asked that there be effective screening in this 
area of the Plan. OUTCOME: the PC approved the 
PDP, unchanged. 

Our second letter concerned Items 3, and 4a, b, and 
c. These items involved the Southpoint proposed de-
velopment for an almost 104 acre site on the south-

east corner of US Hwy 59 and the SLT. This site is 
partly in the floodplain and is an area designated in 
Horizon 2020 (CP) as an auto-oriented development 
because of its location at the southernmost area of 
Lawrence at the entryway to the city.  

In our letter we asked that all of these items be de-
nied, and gave extensive reasons: (1) It was “abso-
lutely” in the wrong location for its requested use. 
Our reasons were that it was contrary to the CP, it 
was away from population centers, it would interfere 

with traffic connections, it was in the floodplain and 
would cause worse downstream flooding, and it 
would cause county sprawl. (2) It would not benefit 
the city financially because it would not add to the 
city tax revenues, the reasons being that it won’t 
bring in outside sales (increase the “pull” factor) be-
cause other cities have the same stores. Most signifi-

cant is that it won’t add to the city population and 
spending income because what is needed for that is 
employment-related land uses. We also pointed out 
that the method the city uses to determine de-
mand—the vacancy rate---is invalid because it is not 
an adequate measure of business health. At the 
meeting there were more who spoke against the 
Southpoint development than for it. OUTCOME: the 
PC voted 4 to 2 against the development, and it was 
denied. —Betty Lichtwardt 

 
 

 

Highlights of the July LWV L–DC Board Meeting 
10 July 2014, 7:13–8:36 pm, home of Marjorie Cole, 1804 Mississippi St. 

 
 

Present: Cille King (Pres), Carrie Lindsey (Vice Pres), 
Marjorie Cole (Treas), Caleb Morse (Secr). Directors: 

Margaret Arnold, Caroljean Brune, James Dunn, Aus-
tin Turney. Absent: Debra Duncan [President Elect], 
Midge Grinstead, Marlene Merrill. Guests: Carol 
Klinknett. Treasurer’s report. Marjorie reported total 
income for June of $805 and expenses of $2,207.35. 
Account balances as of June 30: Checking = 
$3,763.05; Money Market = $2,103.58; Stucky = 
$5,627.98; Judiciary = $381.63; Education Fund 
(LWVEF) = $446.23.] Miscellaneous ongoing business. 
The Voter Education Coalition held a meeting earlier 
in the day in the Chamber of Commerce conference 
room. James reported that the group critiqued their 
July 2 primary forum, finding some issues to correct 

for future events, and discussed upcoming events. 
VEC has several candidate interviews on their web-
site. The committee is working to produce a list of 

VEC members. Cille noted that the lawyer for the 
corporation hoping to win approval for a large retail 
development in the Wakarusa River valley was trying 
to arrange a special presentation to Land Use Com-
mittee members on July 16. Caleb and CJ objected to 
League participating in this meeting, which seemed 
suspect and went against League’s commitment to 
open government. Cille thought some members be 
inclined to go, anyway. Safe Routes for All. Cille easily 
won the Board’s approval of a letter in support of 
Safe Routes to Schools that she had drafted earlier in 
the day. New member. Marjorie noted that Maggie 
Carttar had recently joined. Introduction of visitors. 
Carol indicated that she would try to continue to 
come to meetings, because she would like the expo-

sure to League. We welcomed her. 

 —Caleb Morse 

League Members Speak Out 

League member Carey Maynard Moody had a Letter to the Editor published in the August 5 Lawrence 
Journal-World, titled Train Challenges. It explains some of the reasons Amtrak travel is having problems. 

 —Marjorie Cole 
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Make a Difference – Join/Support the League! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Complete form, enclose check made out to LWV L–DC, and mail to the address listed below. 

(Membership is open to anyone who will be eligible to vote in the next November election. 
New or renewed memberships received now will expire March 31, 2015) 

Date __________________ _____ Renewing member 
_____ New Member. I heard about the League via (Facebook, Web Site, Friend, Other):  __________________________  
Suggested voluntary membership assessment:* 
Approximate Household Income Individual membership Household membership 

Student**  ________ $17  ________ $29 
Under $25,000 ________ $20 ________ $35 
$25,000 to $50,000  ________ $35 ________ $55 
Over $50,000 ________ $55 ________ $85 
Sustaining member  ________ $100 ________ $150 
Life member (of 50 years) ________  $0 

* Our membership assessment supports the National and State Leagues at $49/member ($31 National and $18 State). 
** High school or postsecondary student enrolled at least part time in an accredited institution. 

 

_____ I am not a member, but would like to support the League with my contribution as indicated below. 
I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ for the League General Fund. 
I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ for the League Education Fund*** 
 *** This contribution is tax-deductible. Write check to “LWV Education Fund.” 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone ________________________ Email ____________________________________________ 

 

As a League member or supporter, I would like to help support League activities by participating as follows: 
General Membership Meetings: 

___ Set up and/or tear down 
___ Hospitality (provide coffee/tea/dessert) 
___ Taking notes/writing up report of meeting 

Membership: 
___ Recruitment 
___ Mentor/follow-up with new members 
___ Provide a ride to a fellow member 
___ Phone members without internet access about 

special updates 
Voter Services: 

___ Register voters 
___ Help with voter education 

Promotion of League to our Community: 
___ Public speaking 
___ Represent League at community events 

___ Observer corps (attend/report on government meetings) 
___ Help with research for League studies on issues 
___ Serve on the Board of Directors 
I have the following skills: 

___ Editing articles/reports 
___ Database management 
___ Microsoft Word / Excel / Quickbooks 
___ Website/Social Media design/management 

My interests include: 

___________________________________________ 

 
PO BOX 1072 • LAWRENCE KS 66044 -1072 

P r e s i d e n t [ a t ] l a w r e n c e l e a g u e . c o m  •  w w w . l a w r e n c e l e a g u e . c o m  
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / l w v l d c  •  w w w . t w i t t e r . c o m / l w v l d c  

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® 
O F  L A W R E N C E / D O U G L A S  C O U N T Y  

http://www.twitter.com/lwvldc
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Annie Kenney (l) and 
Christabel Pankhurst (r), 
English suffragettes and 
leaders of the Women’s 
Social and Political Union, 
were imprisoned for sev-
eral days in 1905 after 
heckling Winston Church-
ill and Edward Gray. 
Wrote Pankhurst, "this 
was the beginning of a 
campaign the like of 
which was never known... 
we interrupted a great 
many meetings…” 

League of Women Voters 
Lawrence–Douglas County 
PO Box 1072 
Lawrence KS 66044-1072 

 


