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League Calendar

www.twitter.com/lwvldc
785-234-5152
202-429-1965

LWVL-DC Board Meeting. Lawrence Public Library, Conference Room B, 707
Vermont. All League members are invited to attend.
VOTER Submission Deadline.
com

Send submissions to lightwatcher@gmail.-

Afternoon With Our State Legislators. Smith Center, 4730 Brandon Woods
Terrace. Guests welcome. Please see page 2.

Saturday,
January 17th

2:30 - 5 pm

Tuesday,
January 27th

Noon

Deadline to Return USD497 Local Option Budget Ballot to Douglas County
Clerk.

11:30 am

Brown Bag Lunch: Health Care Compacts. Location and details TBA. Feel free
to bring a friend.

Thursday,
February 19th

President’s Message
Did you know that in 2014, our League:
• Registered 762 voters at 45 separate events, including 271 at Douglas County high
schools.
• Built a committee to contact the hundreds of voters in suspense in Douglas County,
by phone, email, or in person so that they could provide proof of citizenship and
complete their registration. In the 3 days before the November 4 election, 4 members went to 115 suspended voters homes, helping 30 get their documents in time for
the election.
• Held a “Candidates Potluck” to introduce the candidates and participated in several Voter Education Coalition events
for the fall election.
• Held nine brown bag lunches covering topics of Funding Education, Mental Health, Reproductive health, How to
Fundraise, Climate Change, Fracking, Gun Laws, Marriage Equality, and City Government.
• Continued the long-standing Land Use Committee, with frequent letters and appearances before the Planning Commission.
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•Continued publishing observer reports of other local meetings in The Voter.
•Supported, through our per member payments, the LWV-US in the successful defeat of more
than two dozen anti-voter laws across the country,
•Supported LWV-Kansas through member payments: the state League provided weekly reports
during the legislative session, developed and distributed 50,000 ﬂyers describing the new voter
registration laws, held candidate forums for state-wide ofﬁces, supported public television in showing the documentary, The Roosevelts, built a consensus on Hydraulic Fracturing (Fracking), and supported wind development in Kansas.
We thank the numerous League members and friends who have volunteered their time, resources, intellect, and enthusiasm
throughout the years. Our all-volunteer League is successful with each person doing what they can to engage our neighbors
in our representative government.
The League looks towards to a very engaged 2015 with numerous activities. Before this Voter is published, we will have registered to vote three more high school senior classes. We plan to be at the Lawrence Public Library to register voters in
advance of the mailed USD497 Local Option Budget ballot (due back to the Douglas County Clerk by noon on January 27,
2015), and the spring city elections. We have scheduled our annual “Afternoon with the Legislators” and our annual planning
meeting on January 24 and are planning our spring Brown Bag speakers. Our big event of the decade is hosting our LWVKansas Convention on April 25, 2015 at the Holiday Inn Convention Center.
Thank you for your involvement.

- Cille King

Y! are cor"a#y invited to !r annual

A$ernoon wi% !r State Leg&lators
Saturday, January 17, 2015, 2:30 – 5 pm
Qu'tions wi% Leg&lators (a)ing at 3 pm

at Smi% Center, 4730 Brandon Woods Terrace

Please RSVP: lawrenceksleague@gmail.com or 785-841-6018
Light refr'hments wi# be served
Gu'ts are welcome

We look forward to seeing y! %ere!
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Save the Date:
February Brown Bag Lunch

Our usual meeting time is on February 19, the
third Thursday. We are working on a program related to
Health Care Compacts. If you have speakers to suggest or
other topics of interest, please contact the Board or send a
message to mjarnold@ku.edu.
- Margaret Arnold

Future Membership
Meeting Plans

As we publicize our January 17 “Afternoon with
the Legislators,” please note that the Smith Center has
room for guests from other Lawrence groups and citizens.
Especially for this event, which affects a whole district, we
hope that many guests will attend. Please feel free to bring
someone you know or to notify a local group that may be
interested.
The East Lawrence Neighborhood
Association has suggested that the League
hold a forum on police/community relationships. We hope to organize a large evening
meeting, possibly at the Library auditorium, to
moderate a discussion for the whole community. Please watch for dates near the end of
January or early in February.
February Brown Bag: Our usual meeting time is
on February 19, the third Thursday. We are working on a
program related to Health Care Compacts. If you have
speakers to suggest or other topics of interest, please contact the Board or send a message to mjarnold@ku.edu. Margaret Arnold

November Brown Bag Lunch:
Same-Sex Marriage

Lawrence Attorney David Brown updated LWV/L
members on the fast moving court decisions on gay marriage at the November 20 Brown Bag Luncheon at the
Watkins Community Museum. More than thirty members and guests were present.
Brown, who was introduced by Debra Duncan, ﬁrst
discussed the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) and the decision in the U.S. vs. Windsor
case before the U.S. Supreme
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Court in June of 2013. (The case
involved Edith Windsor and her
partner of 46 years, Thea Clara Spyer. They legally married in Canada in
2007. Spyer died in 2009 in New
York City, leaving Windsor as her
widow and sole executor of the
estate, on which the federal government imposed $363,053 in estate taxes.) That Supreme Court decision on allowing same
sex marriages applied to federal workers only.
Brown explained that in October the U.S.
Supreme Court issued an order allowing to stand the appeals from the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals (which includes Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Utah, New Mexico,
and Wyoming.). The day after the decision 3,000 gays and
lesbians got married in Utah. The 10th Court decision
meant that Kansas could not continue its ban on gay
unions. Kansas, however continues to defend the gay marriage ban against a federal lawsuit ﬁled by the Kansas ACLU
on behalf of two lesbian couples. That case was heard before Federal District Judge Daniel D. Crabtree.
Brown also discussed which counties in Kansas
could issue marriage licenses (Douglas, Johnson and Sedgwick); the unresolved issues regarding beneﬁts; the groundbreaking decision
which gives children a constitutional right to
have two parents; and the Religious Freedom
Bill. A lively question and answer session followed Brown’s outstanding presentation.
News on this issue continues as the 10th
Circuit appeals court, on December 2, denied
Attorney General Derek Schmidt’s request for full court
hearing on gay marriage. The state’s written arguments are
due Dec. 29 with opposing arguments due later on behalf
of the two lesbian couples. Stay tuned.
- Ann Carlin Ozegovic

December Brown Bag Lunch:
David Corliss and
“The State of the City”

Nearly forty members and guests gathered at the
Carnegie Building on Thursday, December 11, to hear City
Manager David Corliss respond to questions about city
projects such as the Rock Chalk Park, Water Management,
and funding for social services. A full report of Corliss’ presentation will appear in the next issue of the Voter.
A YouTube video of Corliss’ speech can be found
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVaCwHTuDUY
- Margaret Arnold
Have a Holly Jolly Holiday!

Lawrence Pedestrian
Coalition Report

The Coalition met on November 19 and
December 10. Erin Paden was selected as facilitator
of the group, as Laura Routh has moved out of
town.
Plans are proceeding for a community
summit on non-motorized transportation (walking
and bicycling). The tentative date is March 25, 2015.
Letters soliciting support have been sent to 150
organizations and individuals.
The Safe Routes to School program is also
proceeding. Surveys have been conducted at
Lawrence schools to ﬁnd out how pupils travel to
them.
There was discussion about comparing
Lawrence with other cities with regard to accident
rates, safety programs, etc.
The Coalition normally meets on the second Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the Carnegie Building on
Vermont Street.
- Alan Black

League Members Speak Out

Opinions expressed in the Lawrence Journal
World recently include:
Letter to the Editor by Lawrence and Lynne Bodle, Bad
Idea,12-2-14;
Letter to the Editor by David Burress, Historical Parallel
11-25-14;
Letter to the Editor by George M. Brenner, Disappointed,
11-8-14; and
Letter to the Editor by J. Mike Pryor, Out of Mideast, 11-714
- Marjorie Cole

!

Issues to study in preparation
for the Upcoming
Kansas Legislative Session

1.Water in Kansas; This issue involves
examination of the Kansas Water Plan, including
the funding and the uses planned, problems with
reservoir silting, the impact of new large users—
such as the new coal-ﬁred plant and industrial
animal production, and the depletion of the
Ogalala. Ann Carlin Ozegovic, Midge Grinstead,
Joyce Wolf
2. Impact of Privatization: The current
administration includes a goal of selling, then leasing state ofﬁce buildings, privatization of Medicaid
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and possible state privatization of Medicare, privatization of
K-12 education. Another issue is Kansas subsidies to private, for-proﬁt companies such as AMC and the Wichita
airport. CJ Brune, Audrey Kamb-Studdard
3. Education: Topics that could be examined include past, present and future funding,
the impact of cuts to funding, consolidation
issues, privatizations, and enterprise districts.
Margaret Arnold, Austin Turney
4. Judicial Selection: Coming up may be a
constitutional amendment to change Supreme
Court Justice selection. Topics might include a
history of how we developed our current merit selection process and a study of other states’
methods of judicial selection and their results.
Bill Arnold, Audrey Kamb-Studdard
5. Health in Kansas: Kansas problems
include difﬁculties with Medicaid funding (low
income limits, current guidelines and a waiting list), Social
Security disability status, and women’s health issues. Audrey
Kamb-Studdard, Ann Blackhurst
6. Mental Health in Kansas: This could be an examination of available community service, community
problems, and funding. Audrey Kamb-Studdard
7. Death Penalty: The LWV-US opposes the death
penalty that might be up for debate again this year. Issues
include cost, whether it serves as a deterrent, and fairness.
Bill Arnold, Ann Carlin Ozegovic
8. Voting Laws: This examination might include
learning about voting laws in other states, vote suppression
caused by registration laws and voting process, the status
of lawsuits, inconsistencies in Kansas counties. Marlaine
Stoor, Melissa Wick
9.Poverty in Kansas: Issues include the impact of
funds reduction to help Kansas in poverty, increase in number of people in poverty in Kansas, government supports
for low wages employers, food stamps, vouchers and
homelessness. Melissa Wick, CJ Brune, Lee Ketzel
10. Open Meetings: An amendment to the statues
is needed. Reporting on commissions that don't follow the
intent of the law. Alan Cowles
11. Guns: Safety, education about problems, what others are doing, what can we do to
protect our children and ourselves. Margaret
Arnold
What issues would you like to research?
Research can be individually or small groups.
Facts on any of these issues would help our
members and others to understand the issues
and perhaps help in Legislative Committee testimony. Please sign up or email: cilleking@gmail.com with your area of interest.
Have a Holly Jolly Holiday!

Highlights of the
November Board Meeting
November 13, 7:10–8:51 pm,
Lawrence Public Library meeting room B
Present: Cille King (President), Marjorie Cole
(Treasurer), Caleb Morse (Secretary). Directors: Caroljean
Brune, James Dunn, Carol Klinknett, Marlene Merrill, Austin
Turney, Melissa Wick.
Absent: Debra Duncan (President Elect), Margaret
Arnold, Midge Grinstead. Guests: new member Ginger
Heery.
The agenda and consent agenda were approved as
distributed previous to the meeting, with minor corrections
and additions. [Other items distributed with the agenda:
dashboard, President’s report, Treasurer’s report.]
Treasurer’s report. Marjorie reported that the
total income for October of $200.00 and expenses of
$429.36 Current balances as of Oct 31: Checking Acct =
$4,187.14; Money Market = $2,103.93; Stucky = $4,628.88;
Judiciary = $381.63; Education Fund (LWVEF) = $203.57.
Marjorie noted that she had sent out reminders to
inactive members; 3-4 of fewer than 20 inactive members
renewed their memberships in response.
Canvass report. Cille reported (with data supplied
by County Clerk Jamie Shew’s ofﬁce) that in Douglas
County 36,871 ballots were passed through scanners; 1664
provisional ballots were cast; and 121 ballots were hand
counted (for a total of 38,656). Cille thought only 3 voters
have registered in Douglas County via the federal form;
none of these people voted.
1254 provisional were
counted in full or in part;
410 not counted. Of those
ballots not counted, 138
were cast by voters who
were not registered in Kansas; 26 were cast by voters
who lacked proof of citizenship (i.e., by some of the
950-odd Douglas County
registrants still on the Secretary of State’s suspense list);
18 had been “registered”
through the Depart of Motor Vehicles; 179 registered
in other KS counties, etc.
The Canvassing Board
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accepted Jamie Shew’s recommendations on which ballots
to count. Cille was the only observer present.
There followed various stories about registering
voters and working the polls.
- Caleb Morse

Land Use Committee
November Meeting
The Land Use Committee met at the Merc public
meeting room on Saturday, November 15 at 7:00 p.m. to
discuss the issues on the November 17 Planning Commission (PC) Agenda. We sent two letters, but also discussed
the other issues on the PC Agenda. Cille King represented
the League at this meeting.
Our ﬁrst letter was on Item No. 3: Revisions to
Development Code, Article 9 – Parking. The speciﬁc issues here involved the parking standards for recreational
vehicles. Recreational vehicles are deﬁned as those designed speciﬁcally for overnight sleeping and camping. The
Staff Report had a series of questions for the PC to discuss, and following, the Staff Recommendations. In view of
what we considered unnecessarily loose standards recommended by staff, we took their listed questions one by
one, and offered our own requested standards. Essentially,
we asked that (1) the recreational vehicles, which can be
exceedingly large, should be parked in the rear, preferably
on a hard surface. Additional standards that we requested
were (2) exterior side lots should not permit parking of
recreational vehicles, and when parked in inside side lots,
they should be screened from neighboring lots; (3) they
should never be allowed on front lawns, and (4) when on
front driveways they should not be allowed except as
guest parking for a speciﬁed time limit. OUTCOME: deferred to the December meeting.
The second letter that we
sent was on Item No. 5, the initiation of a text amendment to the
Land Development Code “to create a use group for short-term loan
or car title loan business, or similar
business, and establish standards.”
Up until this amendment is adopted, the short-term loan and car
title loan businesses are listed under the Ofﬁces category under
Commercial Use Groups, and under that is the Use Group for Financial, Insurance and Real Estate.
This last-mentioned use group is
permitted wherever ofﬁce uses are
Have a Holly Jolly Holiday!

permitted; that is, in practically every ofﬁce and commercial zoning district in the
Land Development Code.
As mentioned, the general
Use Group under the Ofﬁce category is the Financial,
Insurance, and Real Estate
businesses. In order to prevent these payday loan
businesses from being included in this Financial, Insurance, and Real Estate use
grouping, under the Ofﬁce category these uses need to be
given their own use group under “Ofﬁce” to make their
elimination by conditioning easier. This text amendment
gives these short-term loan businesses this separate use
group. (To make the above description more clear to our
readers, we suggest that you look at the zoning Use Table of
the Land Development Code on page 4-10 under the category of “Ofﬁce” The change would separate the payday loan or
short-term loan use into its own category along with the Financial, Insurance and Real Estate and the other use groups
under “Ofﬁce.”)
Our letter supports the separation of these payday loan businesses into their own use group. However,
we also suggested that these speciﬁc short-term loan businesses be given the Special Use Permit (SUP) requirement
to make it very speciﬁc that they are to be treated separately under the Ofﬁce use groups because otherwise,
without conditioning the zoning, they still would be a permitted use under the category of Ofﬁce wherever a zoning
district permits the general Ofﬁce use. If the staff really
wants this use to be given special consideration, the SUP is
essential, because it allows this speciﬁc use to be treated as
a separate zoning issue. This PC action will not approve a
text change until the text amendment has been written
and goes before the PC again for approval, sometime in
the future. The current action is to approve the writing of
the amendment by the staff. OUTCOME: approved initiation of a text amendment.

request was a Special Use
Permit (SUP) for a Verizon
120 foot monopole tower
on industrially-zoned property immediately east of
the Burroughs Creek Trail
north of 19th Street in the
Brook Creek Neighborhood. It would be only 130
feet from housing. A letter
from the neighborhood was sent to the PC objecting to it
from the president of the Brook Creek Neighborhood.
Since that time, a legal petition against it has been submitted, which would force a four to one vote from the City
Commission in order to pass. Also many people sent letters and signed an informational petition against it. OUTCOME: Recommended approval by the PC. It was up for
approval at the City Commission on Tuesday, December 9.
OUTCOME: the City Commission denied it.
Another issue was Item no. 4, to initiate a text
amendment for incubator space for “Business/entrepreneurial collaboration & prototyping.” It is further
explained in the Staff Report as “a maker space or small
business incubator space allowing for individuals interested
in developing a small business or learning a new skill in a
facility that provides access to hand tools, machine tools,
specialized electronic equipment, business equipment and
other devices and support services informally or formally
through membership, education opportunities, open houses and similar events.” There was no objection to this by
the PC. OUTCOME: approved initiation of the text
amendment..
The last two issues were Item No. 6, the LongRange Planning Work Program Update which was presented to the PC by staff at the meeting, and Miscellaneous Item No. 1, which was a resolution appointing a PC
member to the Lawrence Arts Commission as ex ofﬁcio
member. The PC decided that Commissioner Kelly, Arts
Commissioner, will provide monthly updates to the PC as a
liaison between the commissions.

Two other issues were potentially controversial,
but we did not send letters on them. The ﬁrst request,
because it is in the county, was a Conditional Use Permit
(CUP) for a 120 foot monopole tower on the southwest
corner of the curve that connects Kasold with 31st Street
—Item No. 1; for Verizon Wireless; 1287 E 1200 Rd. This
property is owned by the Wesleyan Church and is immediately west of their city tract where they have planned a
church and duplexes. The land under the tower is also in
the regulatory ﬂoodplain. The second issue, Item No. 2,
did prove to be controversial for the neighborhood. The
December 2014, page 6
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®

OF LAWRENCE/DOUGLAS COUNTY

Make a Difference – Join/Support the League!
Complete form, enclose check made out to LWV L/DC, and mail to the address listed below.
(Membership is open to anyone who will be eligible to vote in the next November election.
New or renewed memberships received now will expire March 31, 2015)
Date __________________ _____ Renewing member
_____ New Member. I heard about the League via (Facebook, Web Site, Friend, Other): __________________________
Suggested voluntary membership assessment:*
Approximate Household Income
Individual membership
Household membership
Student**
________ $17
________ $29
Under $25,000
________ $20
________ $35
$25,000 to $50,000
________ $35
________ $55
Over $50,000
________ $55
________ $85
Sustaining member
________ $100
________ $150
Life member (of 50 years) ________ $0
* Our membership assessment supports the National and State Leagues at $49/member ($31 National and $18 State).
** High school or postsecondary student enrolled at least part time in an accredited institution.

_____ I am not a member, but would like to support the League with my contribution as indicated below.
I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ for the League General Fund.
I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ for the League Education Fund***
*** This contribution is tax-deductible. Write check to “LWV Education Fund.”

PLEASE PRINT

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
Telephone ________________________ Email ____________________________________________
As a League member or supporter, I would like to help support League activities by participating as follows:

General Membership Meetings:
___ Set up and/or tear down
___ Hospitality (provide coffee/tea/dessert)
___ Taking notes/writing up report of meeting
Membership:
___ Recruitment
___ Mentor/follow-up with new members
___ Provide a ride to a fellow member
___ Phone members without internet access about
special updates
Voter Services:
___ Register voters
___ Help with voter education

Promotion of League to our Community:
___ Public speaking
___ Represent League at community events
___ Observer corps (attend/report on government meetings)
___ Help with research for League studies on issues
___ Serve on the Board of Directors
I have the following skills:
___ Editing articles/reports
___ Database management
___ Microsoft Word / Excel / Quickbooks
___ Website/Social Media design/management
My interests include:

___________________________________________

PO BOX 1072 • LAWRENCE KS 66044-1072

President@lawrenceleague.com • www.lawrenceleague.com
www.facebook.com/lwvldc • www.twitter.com/lwvldc

