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March 2015

Recognizing Women’s Rights Activists



Have you been paying attention?  The Kansas Legislature is taking multiple actions 
against the will of the majority of Kansans (see the report in this Voter and our Legislative E-
Reports).  Our Lawrence spring election campaigns are in their final surge.  There are a host of 
great activities and happenings in Lawrence.

The League has awarded the annual Fluker Award to Sandy Praeger, had a League 
Day in Topeka on March 10, is preparing for our March 19 Brown Bag with KU students, ar-
ranging for our April 11Annual Meeting to elect new Officers and Board Members, and finalizing arrangements for the April 
25 Biennial League of Women Voters of Kansas Convention – right here in River City at the Holiday Inn and Convention 
Center, 200 McDonald Drive.  New Officers and Board Members and new studies will be decided.

Your League is also registering voters at the Lawrence Public Library, helping with School Board and March 25 City 
Commission Candidate Forum hosted by the Voter Education.  These forums are taped by Chanel 6 WOW and will be 
shown again and be available online and On Demand.    Our website: lawrenceleague.com has candidate questionnaires for 
City Commission and School Board under “Elections”.  

Please inform yourself about the candidates: one stop for much information at:  vecdgks.webs.com, and vote on 
April 7 (or vote early).  Encourage your friends and neighbors to get informed and vote.  We should not leave these impor-
tant decisions to just a few.

We are also a sponsor for the March 25 Pedestrian Coalition Town Hall at Liberty Hall.  Please come directly after 
the City Commission Candidate Forum.  Most of the Candidates will attend.        - Cille King
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The VOTER
 Bulletin of  the LWV of  Lawrence-Douglas County, KS 

PO Box 1072 • Lawrence KS  66044-1072 

The League of  Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and  
active participation of  citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.

League Calendar

President: Cille King president@lawrenceleague.com
Membership: Margaret Arnold membership@lawrenceleague.com
Voter Editor : Ruth Lichtwardt lightwatcher@gmail.com
Local League www.lawrenceleague.com www.facebook.com/lwvldc www.twitter.com/lwvldc
State League: www.lwvk.org lwv.kansas@gmail.com 785-234-5152
National League www.lwv.org 202-429-1965

Wednesday, 
March 25 5:30 - 6:30 pm VEC City Commission Candidate Forum. City Hall, 6 E 6th St.

Wednesday, 
March 25 7 - 9pm Safe Routes for All Town Hall. Liberty Hall, 644 Massachusetts

Thursday, 
April 9th

7 - 9 pm LWVL-DC Board Meeting. Lawrence Public Library, Conference Room B, 707 Vermont. 
All League members are invited to attend.

Friday, 
April 10th

9:00 pm VOTER Submission Deadline.  Please send submissions to caleb.morse@gmail.com        

Saturday, 
April 11th 1:30 - 3:30 pm LWVL-DC Annual Meeting Holcomb Center, 2700 W. 27th St. 

Saturday, 
April 25th 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Kansas League of Women Voters 2015 Convention Holiday Inn, 200 McDonald Drive. 
More details TBA. 

                 President’s Message



Don’t Forget! 
Two important events in April 

Saturday,  April 11th 
League of Women Voters Lawrence-Douglas County  

Annual Meeting 
1:30 - 3:30 pm 

Holcomb Center 

Saturday April 25 
Kansas League of Women Voters  

State Convention 
Lawrence Holiday Inn Hotel and Conference Center 

Full information and registration form at http://lwvk.org/calendar.html !

Slate for 2015-2016  
LWVL-DC Board 

Officers
President:  Debra Duncan
President-Elect:
Vice President:  Cille King
Secretary:  Jeanne Mann
Treasurer :  Marjorie Cole

Directors
Midge Grinstead
Margaret Arnold
Marlene Merrill
Austin Turney
Carol Klinknett
Melissa Wick
marci francisco
Janice Friedman

Nominating 
Committee

Mary Lou Wright, Chair
James Dunn
Sharon Brown

A Gentle Reminder 
Now is the time to pay your dues! 

Our League year runs from April 1 to March 31 
and now is the time to pay dues!  Just fill in the handy re-
newal form on the last page of the Voter, select your dues 
category, and mail the form with your check to LWV-L/DC, 
PO Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044.  We especially appreci-
ate your filled-out form so that you can be offered the 
ways of participating you like most.
Only members who have paid dues for 2015-16 will be 
able to vote at our Annual Meeting, April 11, although we 
accept dues paid at the door.  

To all of you who have already mailed in your 
dues (some of you even including contributions), our ap-
preciation!

A Fun Project for the Kansas 
League of Women Voters State 

Convention 
To fully develop the historical theme of the con-

vention we are doing research on Kansas suffragettes, with 
particular emphasis on any who lived in or around Douglas 
County. If you are interested in participating in this project 
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please contact Debra Duncan at 749-0433 or debradun-
can28@gmail.com.

League Members Speak Out! 
Opinions expressed by our members in the Lawrence 
Journal World recently include Letter to the Editor from 
David Burress, Flawed Logic, appearing March 1, 2015, and 
Letter to the Editor from Midge Grinstead, Kansas State 
Director , Humane Society of the United States,  Harmful 
Bill, on March 13, 2015.

Lawrence League Day  
at the Capital 

Local Leagues were asked to spend a day at the 
Capital and wear our League pins.  Eight members of our 
local league witnessed our government actions at the 
Statehouse on March 10.  Our state Senator, marci francis-
co, was our host, allowing us to use her office as 
home base.  Marci is on both the Senate Ways 
and Means and Senate Utilities committees which 
we attended.  Marci recognized our League in the 
Utilities committee and on the Senate floor.

The schedule changed from the previous 
day, with the Senate Ways and Means already in 
session at 9:30 am for SB273, ending the school 
funding formula and replacing it with a block 
grant that reduces school funding.  Our group 
entered a standing room only hearing room and 
listened for the next 2 hours.  We also attended 
the hearing on SB253 to end the renewable energy stan-
dards act and HB2175 to prohibit use of gas for euthaniz-
ing dogs and cats.  

We gathered written testimony on HB2263 for 
the 0.5% sales tax authority for Douglas County for a addi-
tional jail, or remodel, or other county administrative facili-
ties.  Testimony for the bill was from Douglas County Sher-
iff, Kenneth M McGovern, saying that the “increase of indi-
viduals with mental health issues and of female offenders 
has been particularly challenging”.  Testimony in opposition 
was from Benet Magnuson, Douglas County resident, re-
questing “deleting “jail” from the approved uses for the 

0.5% sales tax increase...”.  Mr 
Magnuson says that “an expansion 
which is not needed and which 
will waste tax dollars.”  He says 
that crime rate has been falling in 
the past decade and that daily 
population at the jail also contin-
ues to fall.

Senate Utilities Committee 
heard SB253 Renewable Energy 
Standards Act Sunset.  There 
have been multiple attempts to 
end the Renewable Energy Port-
folio, which mandates 20% re-
newable energy by 2020 and has 
been a successful economic de-
velopment tool.  

Proponents were heard 
first with unlimited time, leaving 
only a few minutes for the opposition.  Others in opposi-
tion had to return the following day.  Only Koch funded 
entities testified for the bill:  Mike O'Neal with the Kansas 
Chamber of Commerce, Americans for Prosperity, Kansas 
for Liberty, and a study by Utah State University done by 
Ryan Yonk.   

Neutral testimony was given by Westar Energy, 
KCP&L, and Empire District Electric.  Their request was 

that if the RPS was repealed, that the utilities still 
be able to recover their investment costs.   Writ-
ten neutral testimony was provided from the 
Kansas Corporation Commission.

Opponents of the repeal of the RPS were 
Kimberly Svaty with The Wind Coalition, Grant 
Banister of Rush County, Mark Richardson of 
Reno County, Gus Shaar – plant manager – 
Siemens in Hutchinson, Sara Greenwood of 
Greenwood Consulting Group, Jeff Riles of Enel 
Green Power, Joann Knight of Dodge City/Ford 
County Development Corporation, Jon Chase of 
Vestas-American Wind Technology, Inc, Mark 

Lawlor with Clean Line Energy Partners, Karin Brownlee 
for NextEra Energy Resources, Bernie Koch for Harvey 
County Council of Governments, Dr Walt Chappell of Ed-
ucational Management Consultants, Grant Bannister for 
Alexander Community Wind Farm, Whitney Damron for 
the Board of Commissioners of Coffey County, Caleb Hall 
of Kansas, Bruce Graham for the Wind Energy Technology 
Department Chair of Cloud County Community College, 
Ryan Flickner for the Kansas Farm Bureau, and Jason Ball of 
the Hutchinson/Reno County Chamber of Commerce.  
Other written testimony from other organizations was 
not available to this writer.   -  Cille King

Several members went to the House Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources Committee which held 
hearings on SB 189! (creates an institutional license to 
practice veterinary medicine) and HB 2175 (prohibits 
the use of carbon monoxide chambers for euthanizing 
dogs and cats).! The first bill was a perfunctory statutory 
change but the latter was a bill introduced at the request 
of shelters and humane societies. Several conferees, includ-
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ing a veterinarian, testified that there are between two and 
six carbon monoxide chambers still in use in Kansas even 
though they are no longer considered a suitable method of 
euthanasia for companion animals by the American Veteri-
nary Association Panel on Euthanasia. Euthanasia by carbon 
monoxide can cause the animals great distress and can 
take up to 6 minutes to complete, while euthanasia with a 
barbiturate is mere seconds. There were no opponents to 
the bill.      - Debra Duncan

The Senate Ways and Means Committee meeting 
on SB 273 Creating the Classroom Learning Assuring  Stu-
dent Success Act, making and concerning appropriations 
for fiscal years 2015 -2017 for Kansas Department of Edu-
cation was attended by Lawrence LWV Day attendees Bill 
& Margaret Arnold, James Dunn, Cille King, Debra Duncan, 
Lynne Bodle, Carladyne Conyers, and Melissa Wick.

Senate Chair: Ty Masterson
Vice Chair:  Jim Denning
Ranking Minority Member:  Laura Kelly
Members:  Tom Arpke, Steve Fitsgerald, Marci Francisco, 
Dan Kerschen, Jeff Melcher, Michael O’Donnell, Larry Pow-
ell, Caryn Tyson

Statements were made by many members of the 
education community universally opposing scrapping the 
school funding formula for block grants, and affecting the 
remaining months of this year’s school budgets. Two speak-
ers addressed the needs and successes of Virtual learning 
options for students 18 years of age and older.  The high 
social cost of high school dropouts was presented as well 
as the fact that this is 2015, we live in virtual world where 
adult students with many other responsibilities must make 
time for completing their education around working, caring 
for children and other personal responsibilities and those 
times do not mesh with a traditional classroom.
Testimony was heard and written testimony presented 
from school superintendents, financial officers,  School 
Board Members, KNEA, Coalitions, parents and students 
pleading for continued funding for their schools and pro-
grams.  

Some excerpts follow:  KNEA –“ Understand, 
however, that we do not believe flat-funding is appropriate.  

The formula is not broken; it is 
underfunded and we would urge 
the legislature to get about the 
business of restoring the state’s 
revenue stream and then restor-
ing the cuts made to education 
in the aftermath of the recession 
and the tax cuts.” From Gary 
Menke – CFO Topeka Public 
School – asked and answered 
the questions  “Why do schools 

never say they have enough funding?”  
- Expenses beyond control – example 
Property & Liability insurance in-
creased from appx $325,000 to 
$900,000 as a result of last year’s 
wind and hail storms.  Topeka now 
requires a school police force, secure 
lighting, bedbug elimination – all issues 
and expenses not present 20 years 
ago in a school’s expense ledger.  Sr. 
Shelly Kiblinger, Superintendent of 
Hutchinson “We need a formula that continues to adjust  
funding , as student needs change.

These comments and many more may have fallen 
on deaf ears as we learned in late afternoon that the 
House had approved the Block Grant funding and this bill, 
though only introduced last week and involving one on the 
primary duties of state government – that of education the 
states children, is being fast tracked rolling over opposition, 
and in this writer’s opinion common sense and the greater 
good of the students throughout Kansas.        -Cille King

Helen Fluker Government Award 
Winner:  Sandy Praeger 

The sixteenth annual Hellen Fluker Open and Ac-
cessible Government Award luncheon was held on March 
7, 2015 at the Smith Center at Brandon Woods.  The Fluk-
er Award honors a Douglas County resident who shows 
leadership in promoting citizen participation in govern-
ment.  Sandy Praeger was recognized for her community 
leadership in multiple endeavors related to making gov-
ernment processes and agencies more accountable, acces-
sible, and open.  

Sandy Praeger has served as Lawrence City 
Commissioner, Lawrence Mayor, Kansas Legislator, Kansas 
Senator, and Kansas Insurance Commissioner.  As Kansas 
Legislator, Sandy helped develop the school breakfast pro-
gram, helping to feed thousands of Kansas children.  In the 
early 1990's, she joined a collaborative effort to create 
HealthWave (SCHIP) which offers affordable, low-cost 
health insurance for Kansas' uninsured children.
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She was a founding 
member of Health Care Access, 
of the Haskell Indian Nations 
University Foundation, and the 
Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates.  She served as President-
Elect/Secretary/Treasurer of the 
National Association of Insur-
ance Commissioners, and was a 
Vice-Chair of the National Asso-
ciation of Insurance Commis-
sioners Midwestern Zone, and 

on the Board of Directors of the United Way of Douglas 
County.  

As Insurance Commissioner, Sandy has been a tire-
less advocate for access to health insurance, speaking out 
about the benefits of the Affordable Care Act, lobbying for 
Expanded Medicaid, and sounding the alarm on the multi-
state Health Care Compact.  Her public life has been 
marked with consistency and concern for the welfare of all 
citizens. 

Ms. Praeger was nominated by Grace Cooper, 
who could not attend the luncheon.  Helen's husband, Bob, 
one son, John, two granddaughters, Mary and Anne, a 
cousin, John Naramore, and his wife, Eileen Larson, were 
among about 35 people who remembered Helen and 
honored Sandy Praeger.  Sandy was photographed holding 
the engraved silver salver along with the Fluker family, in 
front of Helen's portrait.

- Melissa Wick

February Brown Bag Lunch Report 
Former Insurance Commissioner Sandy Praeger 

and Dave Ranney of the Kansas Health Institute were fea-
tured speakers at the LWV February 19 Brown Bag Lunch 
at the Watkins Museum. They discussed the health care 
compact which was created to undermine President 
Obama's Affordable Care Act.

When Gov. Brownback signed the health care 
compact bill in April of 2014, Kansas joined Georgia, Ari-
zona, Oklahoma, Missouri, Texas, Indiana, Utah, and South 
Carolina in their commitment to form an inter-
state health care compact. Praeger said that Gov-
ernor Nixon let it go into law without his signa-
ture.

If the interstate compact (HCC) comes 
to pass, all healthcare dollars would go to the 
states involved. The amount would be based on 
the healthcare funding in 2010, plus medicare and 
a portion of medicaid sums. She explained that 
the states would first create their own state advi-
sory commission. They would then establish crite-
ria with the assumption “that they would do a 

better job than the federal 
government.” Praeger, aside, 
said “How are they doing 
now with the budget?” The 
compact would pull each 
state out of all of the ACA 
programs with the states 
passing their own rules. 
That's why there is so much 
uncertainty, she explained. 
One thing would be certain 
“there would be full employment for attorneys.”

The entire issue of a health care compact raises 
many questions, for example, what about reciprocity, with 
one state being in the compact, others not; who would 
authorize medicare cards; what happens when funds are 
promised for one area but get used by another.

Dave Ranney, senior writer and editor for KHI, said 
he “didn't think the compact was going anywhere because 
it would be political suicide.” Nobody wants to be seen 
destroying Medicare.

Ranney spoke about the Kansas Health Institute 
and their full coverage of the state house. They have three 
staff members “keeping healthcare issues out front.” One 
of their main topics to report on is medicaid expansion, or 
lack thereof, in Kansas with thousands uninsured and hospi-
tals loosing millions of dollars. Another major topic is Kan-
Care, which was to be “all about saving money.” Before 
KanCare, mental illness drugs were available through med-
icaid. Now KanCare is trying to limit the availability of 
those drugs through the legislative process. “There is a lot 
of pressure to pass Senate Bill 123,” Ranney said. [Note: 
On February 25 the Senate failed to pass the bill, with 15 
voting “yea” and 25 voting “nay.”
                                                - Ann Carlin Ozegovic

Highlights of the 12 February 
LWVL–DC Board Meeting 

7:10–8:55 pm, Lawrence Public Library, 707 
Vermont St, lower level, meeting room B

Present: Cille King (President), Debra Duncan 
(President Elect), Marjorie Cole (Treasurer), Caleb 
Morse (Secretary). Directors: Margaret Arnold, 
James Dunn, Midge Grinstead, Carol Klinknett, 
Austin Turney, Melissa Wick. Absent: Caroljean 
Brune, Marlene Merrill.  L e a g u e m e m b e r 
present: Alan Cowles.
Adoption of the agenda. Caleb (Margaret) 
moved to adopt the agenda as distributed previ-
ous to the meeting, with addition of a draft re-
port from the LWV L-DC Local Economic De-
velopment Study Group; carried unanimously; 
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motion carried unanimously. 
Consent agenda. Caleb (Mar-
garet) moved adoption of the 
consent agenda as distributed 
previous to the meeting (includ-
ing minutes from the January 
Board meeting, Treasurer’s report, 
dashboard, and report from the 
LWVK program planning meet-
ing); motion carried unanimously. 

Treasurer’s report. Marjorie reported that the total in-
come for January of $480.00 and expenses of $92.58. Cur-
rent balances as of Jan 31: Checking Acct = $4,885.37; 
Money Market = $2,104.19; Stucky = $4,629.45; Judiciary 
= $381.63; Education Fund (LWVEF) = $1,108.47. The " 
PMP payment to LWVK of $216 requested from the Edu-
cation Fund 7-14-14 still has not been accepted although 
Marjorie has subtracted it from our Ed Fund balance. She 
will reapply for " state PMP payment from the Ed Fund in 
Feb, since LWVK has approved it for this fiscal year to the 
LWV Ed Fund. 
Alan Cowles’s remarks. Alan began by noting 
that the Alternative Media Study Committee 
has come to a kind of dead-end with local 
news sources. There are various avenues for 
news and opinion available. So, if someone 
wanted to produce commentary to contribute 
to local news sources, it wouldn’t be hard; but 
who has time? Alan has presented on the Kan-
sas Open Meetings Act to LWVK at League 
Day. Marci suggested they submit an emended 
act, which they did, so far without success. 
(Alan and Marci filed an emended act as Senate Bill 165, 
but unfortunately without it having been finished. Marci 
thinks it can be fixed by substitution.) 

Alan has star ted studying KOMA violations 
statewide and found egregious violations. He has also 
talked to presidents of Kansas Press Association and Kansas 
Sunshine Commission about amending the act, and found 
both to be generally discouraging about the idea. Both 
think the lawmakers will insert all kinds of exemptions. 
Subsequent to this, he met with a law professor to discuss 
the issue and found him to be more encouraging. Austin 
noted that, as a member of the USD 497 Board of Ed, he 
didn’t have any difficulties abiding by KOMA. He remem-
bered closing meetings to discuss a few set issues. But, he 
thought it would be easy to evade the law, and would like 
to hear from a skilled lawyer about how to craft a law that 
wouldn’t be easy to ignore. Debra volunteered some indi-
viduals who have expertise on Open Meetings laws. Alan 
suggested a couple of states with stronger laws. Alan will 
draft a handout on the issue for consideration. 

LWV L-DC Local Economic Development Study Group 
draft report. After some discussion, it was decided that the 
Committee should present its findings to League members 
at a meeting. Cille will work with David Burress to select a 
date and venue.

Land Use Committee 
February Meeting 

The Land Use Committee met on February 21 at 
the Community Mercantile store.  We discussed items on 
the agenda of the Planning Commission on February 23.  
We decided not to write any letters.  Following are the 
cases considered at the Commission meeting:

Conditional use permit for a 198-foot self-sup-
porting communication tower at 1211 East 600 Road.  
OUTCOME: The Commission recommended approval.

Special use permit for Precious One’s Learning 
Center at 1100 Kasold Drive, including four pre-school 

classrooms.  OUTCOME: The Commission rec-
ommended approval.

Rezoning approximately 51.85 acres from 
RS7 (Single-Dwelling Residential) District, 
RM12 (Multi-Dwelling Residential) District, and 
PUD [Alvamar] (Planned Unit Development) 
District to RM24 (Multi-Dwelling Residential) 
District including property located at 1800, 
1809, and 2021 Crossgate Drive.  OUTCOME:  
The Commission deferred this with direction 
to have the applicant apply a Planned Devel-
opment overlay to the rezoning request.

Preliminary plat for Alvamar, Inc., One Addition, a 
six-lot subdivision on the site described above.  OUT-
COME: The Commission deferred this with direction to 
incorporate the realigned Crossgate Drive into the plat.

A text amendment to the Land Development 
Code to add a Use that provides incubator space for busi-
ness/entrepreneurial collaboration and prototyping.  
OUTCOME: The Commission recommended approval.

Text amendments to the Land Development 
Code for parking and access standards.  OUTCOME: The 
Commission decided to take up this item at a future mid-
month meeting. - Alan Black

Just for Fun 
Identify the Women’s Rights Activists 
portrayed throughout  this issue. An-
swers in the May VOTER.!
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Make a Difference – Join/Support the League! 
 

Complete form, enclose check made out to LWV L/DC, and mail to the address listed below. 
(Membership is open to anyone who will be eligible to vote in the next November election. 

New or renewed memberships received now will expire March 31, 2016) 
Date __________________    _____ Renewing member 
_____ New Member. I heard about the League via (Facebook, Web Site, Friend, Other):  __________________________  
Suggested voluntary membership assessment:* 
Approximate Household Income Individual membership Household membership 

Student**  ________ $17  ________ $29 
Under $25,000 ________ $20 ________ $35 
$25,000 to $50,000  ________ $35 ________ $55 
Over $50,000 ________ $55 ________ $85 
Sustaining member  ________ $100 ________ $150 
Life member (of 50 years) ________  $0 

* Our membership assessment supports the National and State Leagues at $49/member ($31 National and $18 State). 
** High school or postsecondary student enrolled at least part time in an accredited institution. 

 
_____ I am not a member, but would like to support the League with my contribution as indicated below. 

I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ for the League General Fund. 
I have enclosed a contribution of $ ______________ for the League Education Fund*** 
 *** This contribution is tax-deductible. Write check to “LWV Education Fund.” 

PLEASE PRINT 
Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone ________________________ Email ____________________________________________ 

 

As a League member or supporter, I would like to help support League activities by participating as follows: 
General Membership Meetings: 

___ Set up and/or tear down 
___ Hospitality (provide coffee/tea/dessert) 
___ Taking notes/writing up report of meeting 

Membership: 
___ Recruitment 
___ Mentor/follow-up with new members 
___ Provide a ride to a fellow member 
___ Phone members without internet access about 

special updates 
Voter Services: 

___ Register voters 
___ Help with voter education 

Promotion of League to our Community: 
___ Public speaking 
___ Represent League at community events 

___ Observer corps (attend/report on government meetings) 
___ Help with research for League studies on issues 
___ Serve on the Board of Directors 
I have the following skills: 

___ Editing articles/reports 
___ Database management 
___ Microsoft Word / Excel / Quickbooks 
___ Website/Social Media design/management 

My interests include: 
___________________________________________ 

 
PO BOX 1072 • LAWRENCE KS 66044-1072 

P r e s i d e n t @ l a w r e n c e l e a g u e . c o m  •  w w w . l a w r e n c e l e a g u e . c o m  
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / l w v l d c  •  w w w . t w i t t e r . c o m / l w v l d c  

 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® 
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