
Welcome,  
New Members! 

Our newest members are Jacqueline Becks, Amy 
Brouder, Beth Chambers, Jean Dreiling, Gibson 
Huston, Ronda Hassig, Kelly Jones, and Stella 
Tunge.  We look forward to seeing them at upcoming 
events!

Candidate Info 
Links to candidate information are available at our 
website, lawrenceleague.com. Please visit and refer 
people to the site!

The Lawrence Chamber also has a candidates page 
including “Meet the Candidates” videos for the Dou-
glas County Commiss ioner race at http://
lawrencechamber.com/2018elections/

August Hot Topic: 
Immigration 

News on immigration continues to dominate the 
headlines. Lydia Diebolt, Director of Centro Hispano 
Resource Center, will share her experiences with local 
immigrant issues at the League’s Hot Topic Thursday, 
August 17, at noon. Join us and bring your questions! 
We will meet at 11:30 in the Community Room of 
Pioneer Ridge Independent Living Facility at 1000 
Wakarusa Drive. While there is still construction on 
Wakarusa the street is open to traffic in both direc-
tions.!

Centro Hispano was started in the fall of 2006 to ad-
dress the needs of Lawrence's growing Hispanic pop-
ulation. Located at the corner of 13th and Kentucky 
next to St. John's church, Centro Hispano helps to 
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Tuesday, August 7th 7:00 am - 7:00 pm
Primary Election Day. See article on page 2 for candidate 
information resources.

Tuesday, August 14th 7:00 - 8:45 pm
LWVL-DC Board Meeting.  Lawrence Public Library, Room A, 707 
Vermont St.  All League members are invited to attend. 

Thursday, August 
16th

11:30 am - 1:00 
pm

Hot Topic: Immigration. Pioneer Ridge Community Room, 1000 
Wakarusa Drive. Please see article below.

Tuesday, Sept. 11th 7:00 - 8:45 pm
LWVL-DC Board Meeting.  Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St.  
All League members are invited to attend. 

Sunday, Sept. 23rd 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm
Legislative Candidates Potluck and “Speed Dating” Discussion. 
Centennial Park East Shelter.

League Calendar



bridge the gap between people's needs and the avail-
able community resources. 

Voter Services Report for 
June & July 

 The Voter Services Committee held 12 voter registration 
events from June 30th through July 19th.! The largest 
event!was the Naturalization Ceremony!at the Lied Center. 
We! registered 204 new citizens to! vote out of the! 327 
people who were naturalized! during this ceremony.! Lois 
Orth-Lopes lead a team of! volunteers who distributed 
Voter Registration Applications throughout the Lied Cen-
ter Auditorium! prior to the 10am event. After the cere-
mony, the!new citizens returned!their forms to the waiting 
volunteers who checked the forms for completeness.!Due 
to the court ruling in June, we did not have to!photocopy 
the naturalization documents,!saving time!for!both!the new 
citizens and!volunteers. The next!Naturalization ceremony 
is scheduled for October 25,!2018 at the Lied Center.
!
Volunteers ! were! Lois Orth-Lopes,! Cille! King, Marlene 
Merrill, Kaleigh!Merrill, Marjorie Cole, Bonnie Dunham,! Jon 
D u n h a m ,! C a m m y H e a l y , L i s a! M c L e n d o n , 
Jamie! Benvennutti,! Tamara Cash, Sonja! Czarnecki, 
Robin!Gingerich, Gayle!Machette, Pam McKean,!Thea Perry, 
Rita! Spradlin, Dianne Schwartz,! Marlaine! Stoor, Melissa 
Wick.
!
Additional events included three at the Lawrence Farmer’s 
Market, four at the Lawrence Public Library, and two at 
Raintree Montessori School. We also tabled!all day!at the 
Downtown Sidewalk Sale! and! had a first ever! event for 
students at!Van Go.!
!
Volunteers for the! these! events were: Lois Orth-Lopes, 
Robin!Gingerich, Sally Kelsey,!Marlaine!Stoor, Arline Davis, 

Sonja! Czarnecki, Marjorie! Cole,! LeeAnnFitzgerald, 
Cammy! Healy, Dee Hogan, Pam McKean, Rita! Spradlin, 
Gayle! Machette, Anne Fluker, Karen! Heintzen, Betty 
Bunce,! Judy Dutton, Jamie! Benvennutti, Cammy Healy, 
Mel issa! Wick, Tayler! Ber t lesman, Tamara Cash, 
Teresa!Malarky,!Cille!King,!Dan Dannenberg, Randi Hacker, 
Carolyn! Young, Melissa Wick. Many of the above tabled 
at!multiple events.!Registration totals for these events:!42 
new!Kansas registered voters, and 49 address!changes.
!
I want to thank all!who volunteered your time! to make 
these events! successful and represent to the! pubic the 
goals of voter registration and education of!the League of 
Women Voters’ of Lawrence & Douglas County.

To join our Voter Services team, please email Melissa A. 
Wick at wickma @ aol.com with your name, email, and 
phone number.  When we schedule registration events, an 
email will be sent to all of those interested in voter regis-
tration and voter education asking you to sign up if possi-
ble. - Melissa Wick

National Convention  
Report 

More than 1,000 league members from throughout 
the country attended the 53rd National LWV Con-
vention in Chicago June 20-July 1. Representing our 
League were Kristin Salmans, Debra Duncan, Cille 
King, and Marlene Merrill. All states were represented 
except for North Dakota. Workshops and the plenary 
sessions filled the days from 7:30am until 9 in the 
evening. During the plenary session the time was bro-
ken into discussion and decisions. Topics included 
“Election Day and Voting” “Transformation of the 
League Shaping the Next Century”, and the” National 
Program Adoption.”
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!
‘First Election Day” addresses the need to improve 
election/ ballot security, improve accessibility, encour-
age election observers, and engage the communities 
of diverse voters in the process. Tom Hicks, Election 
Assistance Commission (EAC) is one of several 
commissioners (Currently two positions on the EAC 
are unfilled). Tom is willing to serve another term, but 
he says President Trump wants to abolish the EAC. Of 
interest to Kansas is that the federal government pro-
vided $3.4 billion to help states modernize voting sys-
tems but Kansas has not requested any of this money. 
Elections are critical infrastructure and election securi-
ty is of critical importance. 
!
Rosie Rios, the 43rd Treasurer of the United States, 
launched EMPOWERMENT 2020 to recognize his-
toric American women. A very energetic speaker, she 
said “EMPOWERMENT is more than 
fighting for women on currency, women 
statures in public parks.” She is making 
empowering women and girls a full-time 
effort. 
!
“Transformation” is the League’s “Cam-
paign for Making Democracy Work”. It is 
providing a strategic focus for building the 
League organization by seeking a more 
inclusive culture with the goal of building a 
healthier League network. As part of this 
discussion Diversity Training was held for 
everyone at the convention. The “Trans-
formation Roadmap” is a 41-page docu-
ment. We will try to get a summary in 

next month’s Voter.

“Campaign for Making Democracy Work” is the 
theme of the national program ensuring a free, fair 
and accessible electoral system for all eligible voters 
by focusing on:
!
• Voting Rights
• Improving Elections
• Campaign Finance/ Money in Politics
• Redistricting
!
The League approved six resolutions to add to the 
national program’s focus for the next two years. That:
!
1. The League makes gun control, gun safety, and gun 
ownership limitations a priority in its lobbying efforts.
!
2. The League supports an emphasis on the ERA this 
year and every year until the ERA is ratified and be-
comes a Constitutional Amendment.
!
3. The League urgently reaffirms its long-held position 
that the Electoral College should be abolished.
!
4. The League stands united with, and in support of, 
efforts to price carbon emissions whether cap and 
trade, carbon tax/fee, or another viable pricing mech-
anism. The League will evaluate all proposed methods 
based on their effectiveness to abate emissions and 
whether the methods can be successfully implement-
ed.
!
5. The League reaffirms our commitment to the con-

stitutional right of privacy as an individual 
to
make reproductive choices.
  -  Marlene Merrill, Cille King, & Kristin 
Salmans

Highlights of the June 
Board Meeting  

June 12, 2018  
Present: Kristin Salmans (Co-President), 
Anne Fluker (Co-President), Melissa Wick 
(Treasurer), Sharon Brown (Secretary), 
Jamie Benvenutti, Tamara Cash, Marjorie 
Cole, Debra Duncan, Kim Gibson, Cille 
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King, Marlene Merrill Absent: Margaret Arnold, Janice 
Friedman, Lori Hutfles (Thea will step down from the 
board while she is campaigning for public office.) 
Guest: John Gibson 

TREASURER: Melissa presented the treasurer’s report. 
We had income of $1,777.00 for May (dues $730, 
meetings and hospitality $540, contributions $507) 
and expenses of $3,011.28 (National Convention reg-
istrations and mileage $1,935.60, meetings and hospi-
tality $777.42, Education Fund donation $200, direc-
tory printing $70.34, VOTER printing $27.92. Net in-
flow/outflow was -$1,234.28. Current balances as of 
May 31, 2018 were checking account $14,043.41, 
money market account $2,108.10, Stucky account 
$1,634.74, Education Fund $114.39. 

Dashboard, 6/12/18
(Status Summary as of May 31, 2018) 

Year to Date Annual Budget
General Fund Income   $ 2,782.00 $15,700.00
General Fund Expense  $ 3,631.36 $15,700.00
Net Revenue   $  -849.36 $      00.00

CO-PRESIDENTS: We are hoping to email vote411 
candidate questions by June 15th. Local candidate 
questions were discussed and the following subjects 
were suggested: 1. Determination of budget responsi-
bilities for projections, 2. Mental health crisis center 
and jail modifications, 3. Burden of property taxes and 
service fees, and how to keep Lawrence an affordable 
place to live. 

STATE PRESIDENT: Cille reported the following: 
More help is needed for planning and implementing 
the 100th Celebration, especially with fundraising/ 

g r a n t w r i t i n g . F o r i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t 
martha_pint@hotmail.com 

“Transparency in Government” suggestions received 
from the League Observer Corps were adopted by 
the state board. 

LWV/KS is working on a Kansas Leadership Grant 
that would provide $1000 per person for registration 
at workshop sessions in Wichita and Kansas City. 
Twenty to forty spaces would be available for this 
event, to be completed by early 2019. 
The date for State League Day in Wichita has been 
set: October 6, 2018. 

NEW BUSINESS: Scheduling topics to be discussed at 
Beer and Babble meetings was considered. The follow-
ing were suggested: affordable housing, transportation, 
voter registration outreach and fundraising. 

Sunday, September 23 was selected for our candidate 
speed-dating event to be held at Centennial Park, 
5:00- 8:00 p.m. 

Marlene suggested that we be represented at the KU 
Volunteer Fair scheduled for Wednesday, August 29. 
Melissa added that we should approach students 
about joining League. Jamie offered the idea of doing 
community outreach on campus to encourage stu-
dent involvement and leadership. 

Anne moved and Debra seconded that LWV-L/DC 
offer free student memberships until January 31, 2021. 
Motion carried. - Sharon Brown, Secretary 
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Make	a	Difference	–	Join/Support	the	League!	
	

Return	this	form	with	a	check	made	out	to	LWV	L/DC,	and	mail	to	LWV	L/DC,	PO	Box	1072,	Lawrence,	KS	66044.	
(Membership	is	open	to	any	man	or	woman	who	is	sixteen	years	of	age	or	older.	

New	or	renewed	memberships	received	now	will	expire	March	31,	2019.)	
Date	__________________				_____	Renewing	member	
_____	New	Member.	I	heard	about	the	League	via	(Facebook,	Web	Site,	Friend,	Other):		__________________________		
Suggested	voluntary	membership	assessment:*	
Approximate	Household	Income	 Individual	membership	 Household	membership	

Student**		 ________	 FREE		 ________	 FREE	
Under	$25,000	 ________	 $20	 ________	 $35	
$25,000	to	$50,000		 ________	 $35	 ________	 $55	
Over	$50,000	 ________	 $55	 ________	 $85	
Sustaining	member		 ________	 $100	 ________	 $150	
Life	member	(of	50	years)	 ________	 	$0	

*	Our	membership	assessment	supports	the	National	and	State	Leagues	at	$50/member	($32	National	and	$18	State).	
**	High	school	or	postsecondary	student	enrolled	at	least	part	time	in	an	accredited	institution.	

	
_____	I	am	not	a	member,	but	would	like	to	support	the	League	with	my	contribution	as	indicated	below.	

I	have	enclosed	a	contribution	of	$	______________	for	the	League	General	Fund.	
I	have	enclosed	a	contribution	of	$	______________	for	the	League	Education	Fund***	
	 ***	This	contribution	is	tax-deductible.	Write	check	to	“LWV	Education	Fund.”	

PLEASE	PRINT	
Name(s)	___________________________________________________________________________	

Address	___________________________________________________________________________	

Telephone	________________________	Email	____________________________________________	
	

As	a	League	member	or	supporter,	I	would	like	to	help	support	League	activities	by	participating	as	follows:	
General	Membership	Meetings:	

___	Set	up	and/or	tear	down	
___	Hospitality	(provide	coffee/tea/dessert)	
___	Taking	notes/writing	up	report	of	meeting	

Membership:	
___	Recruitment	
___	Mentor/follow-up	with	new	members	
___	Provide	a	ride	to	a	fellow	member	
___	Phone	members	without	internet	access	about	

special	updates	
Voter	Services:	

___	Register	voters	
___	Help	with	voter	education	

Promotion	of	League	to	our	Community:	
___	Public	speaking	
___	Represent	League	at	community	events	

___	Observer	corps	(attend/report	on	government	meetings)	
___	Help	with	research	for	League	studies	on	issues	
___	Serve	on	the	Board	of	Directors	
I	have	the	following	skills:	

___	Editing	articles/reports	
___	Database	management	
___	Microsoft	Word	/	Excel	/	Quickbooks	
___	Website/Social	Media	design/management	

My	interests	include:	
___________________________________________	

 
PO	BOX	1072	•	LAWRENCE	KS	66044-1072	

l a w r e n c e k s l e a g u e p r e s @ gm a i l . c o m 	 • 	 w w w . l a w r e n c e l e a g u e . c o m 	
w ww . f a c e b o o k . c o m / l w v l d c 	 • 	 w w w . t w i t t e r . c o m / l w v l d c 	
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