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Friday, November 29th

5:00 - 7:00 pm

Drinks & Democracy. Johnny’s Tavern, 401 North 2nd St, North Lawrence.
Join us for an informal social gathering! Catch up on what the League is
doing.

Tuesday, December 10th

7:00 - 8:30 pm

LWV-L/DC Board Meeting. Pioneer Ridge Independent Living, 1000
Wakarusa Drive, Lawrence. Board meetings are open to all interested
League members.

Thursday, December 12th 2:00 - 3:00 pm

Webinar: Lobbying Tips & Tricks for State & Local Leagues. See page 2.
Click HERE to register

Sunday, December 15th

6:00 - 8:00 pm

League Holiday Party. Home of Kristin Salmans, 1024 Summerfield Way,
Lawrence.

Thursday, December 19th 6:00 - 7:00 pm

Webinar: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Questions and Answers. See
page 2. Click HERE to register

Saturday/Sunday
January 17-18

Board Retreat

Sunday, January 26

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Afternoon with Your Legislators. First Presbyterian Church, 2415 Clinton
Parkway, Lawrence (Tentative)

Thursday, February 13th

National Day of Action: People-Powered Fair Maps Campaign. Kansas
State Capitol

Friday, February 14th

League Founding Day! 100th Anniversary!

March 8th

International Women’s Day

President’s Message
Happy Thanksgiving!
There is much to be thankful for in the midst of all the chaos and craziness that is our
world. YOU all – I am most thankful for! For all your efforts, volunteering, enthusiasm
and commitment to the League and to our community- thank you! Also, for paying
your dues and other monetary contributions to keep our organization growing, thank
you. Please consider making a further donation to the League as we head in to this
tremendously important 2020 election year.
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I am just back from our statewide meeting in Emporia about March for the Polls 2020. This focus will begin with
the 19th Amendment anniversary weekend Aug 22-23 through Nov 3, 2020. The state League is working on grants
to promote civic engagement and getting out the vote in areas that have low voter turnout. The Kansas Health
Foundation has given a large grant toward this because research shows if you are engaged in your community, you
have healthier outcomes! Building partnerships with other community organizations will be a key part of making
this program successful. Watch this space to see how YOU can help!
Our LWV KU branch continues to get organized and grow. They have great ideas for recruiting and events. We
had members of the Concerned, Active and Aware Students volunteers attend our board meeting. We will be
partnering with them and they will provide volunteers to help with our events.We are excited about the possibilities with building these networks!
The City Commission Candidate Forum Oct 14 was successful. Questions from a non-profit organizational focus
provided a foundation for a very informative evening.
Join us at the end of the month for Drinks & Democracy, Friday Nov 22- Black Friday!, 5-7pm at Johnny’s North.
It’s a great casual get together to chat about what’s going on in the world and see how you can get involved. We
want to get to know you!
Thanks again for all you do in #makingdemocracywork!

- Kristin

Welcome,
New Members!

Let’s Get an Active Observer
Corps Engaged!

We have six new members this month: Susan Allen,
Erika Geery, Jennifer Lutz, Trudy Ringer, Sylvie Rueff,
and Cameron Smith. We look forward to seeing you
at League events!

If you attend a meeting—School Board, Chamber of
Commerce, Hospital or Library Board, really any organization that receives government funding, just write
up a short summary, a paragraph or two, for the Voter.
Share your information and insights. We want to grow
our lines of communication, particularly as we head

From the LWV-US Update:
Free League Webinars
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) is a focus for the
League. Learning to approach with a racial equity lens
and with an inclusive focus is essential to our advocacy and education work. Please register and listen to
the webinars. We encourage Leagues to watch together and make time for discussion afterward.
December 12, 2019, 2:00 - 3:00 pm. Lobbying Tips &
Tricks for Local Leagues. Register.
December 19, 2019, 6:00 - 7:00 pm. DEI Questions
and Answers. Register.
For recordings and resources from past webinars, click
HERE.
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into this very important election year. If you are interested, please contact Kristen Salmans at kristinbrightstar@gmail.com or (334) 538-4410.

Notes from the 2019
Lawrence-Douglas County
Planning Commission
Orientation
On November 15, I attended the Lawrence-Douglas
County Planning Commission orientation, a yearly allday event that provides the Planning Commissioners
an opportunity to refresh their legal training, brainstorm with the Planning & Development Services
(PDS) staff about priorities and have lunch with both
the County and City Commissioners. Eight of the ten
Planning Commissioners attended. Courtney Shipley,
City Commissioner elect, was the only other observer
at the event.
The most compelling discussion of the day for me was
“Planning Priorities” which encompassed evaluation of
the PDS staff ’s “Planning Work Plan”. The PDS staff
prioritizes workload to first address applicant-initiated
requests which are time sensitive and take up 80-90%
of staff hours. As time permits the PDS staff will try
to work in long term projects. Long term projects
such as code amendments, sector plans, and neighborhood plans require research and extensive public
input and are fit in as time permits. The Planning
Commissioners indicated to PDS staff that they would
like to see more emphasis on the backlog of neighborhood plan requests negatively impacting and frustrating Lawrence neighborhood associations such as
Pinckney and East Lawrence.

I was struck by the breadth of the Planning Commission’s reach to issues that affect the day-to-day lives of
Lawrence Douglas County citizens such as flood,
storm drainage, street lighting and subdivision of
properties. And I was amazed by how many of the
Plan 2040 Comprehensive Plan items relate to the
Planning Commission responsibilities such as environmental impacts of growth on water sources, protection of sensitive lands in new developments, improving transportation between employment centers,
and conservation of historic farming lands.
At the Planning Commissioners request, affordable
housing and faction mapping was also discussed. The
affordable housing discussion included a review of
Lawrence statistics like 52% of Lawrence households
are economically burdened by housing costs and that
2,000 Lawrence citizens are ready for home ownership, but homes in < $200,00 price range are scarce.
The faction mapping presentation by Sonja Jordan of
Leadership Lawrence was designed to train Commissioners on how to use faction mapping to better analyze the issues. Faction mapping is a technique designed to identify all stakeholders, not just those that
reach out to Commissioners or attend the meetings.
One of the Commissioners wanted to know if there
is a League member who might be interested in serving on the Planning Commission. I took extensive
notes that I would be happy to share with anyone
who would like to explore joining the Planning Commission.
I was welcomed by the staff and several Commissioners who introduced themselves and thanked me for
staying the whole day!
- Connie Stoker
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2020 Legislative Priorities
from the LWV-Kansas

Elections:
We suggest the following changes to current laws that
would help protect the rights of all voters in Kansas:
People Powered Fair Maps: Create an independent
special commission responsible for r e d i s t r i c t i n g .
Redistricting is currently the responsibility of the Kansas Legislature. At the last redistricting in 2012, the
Legislature failed to agree on new maps and a panel
of
three judges had to finish the task.
Enact Election Day Registration: 21 states who have
adopted this legislation have turnout rates 10-12%
higher with little additional cost and no additional staff.
Expand the Early Voting Period: to 28 days and make
early voting available on evenings and weekends.
Allow for permanent or semi-permanent advance
voting by mail. Current law requires a new application
for every election unless the voter has a permanent
disability or illness.
Repeal proof-of-citizenship requirement for new
voter registration. Although the Federal Court ruled
June 18, 2018, that documented proof of citizenship
(DPOC) was in violation of both the National Voter
Registration Act and the 14th Amendment of the
Constitution, equal protection under the law, the
DOPC law remains a statute until the Kansas Legislature removes it.
Election of the US President by Popular Vote: The
National Popular Vote Interstate
Compact. Every
vote for President should count equally.
Medicaid Expansion: More than 150,000 Kansans lack
health insurance because they make too much to be
covered by regular Medicaid but not enough to pay
for regular health insurance. Expanding Medicaid will
help cover these people, bring millions of federal tax
dollars back, create jobs, protect rural hospitals and
improve the health of all Kansans. Expansion needs to
be done in the most effective way, avoiding work requirements and other features shown to be ineffective.

Government Transparency:
Disallow anonymous bills. All bills must contain the
name(s) of the sponsor/originator.
Require legislators’ committee votes to be recorded
and published in minutes or journals.
Reduce “Gut and Go”. Place strict rules on the practice of striking the entire contents of bills and inserting
completely new material.
Change House and Senate Committee Rules: We
support each body voting on appointments of members, each committee selecting their own chair, and
the Calendar Committee should be bipartisan.
Other priorities based on LWVK Position Statements
can be found HERE

Highlights of the Minutes
LWV-L/DC Board Meeting
October 8, 2019

Present: Kristin Salmans (President), Marjorie Cole
(Vice President), Melissa Wick, (Treasurer), Sharon
Brown (Secretary), Tamara Cash, Cille King, Tracy
Matthews, Denise Pettengill, Norine Spears
Absent: marci francisco, Thea Perry, Becky Plate
Guests: Jeanne Klein, Catherine Magana
TREASURER: Melissa reported income of $1,559.77
in September (dues $753.77, contributions $111, LDC
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scholarship (pins) $195, donations $500) and expenses of $1,663.12 (LWV Education Fund $500, fundraising pins $850, candidate potluck $200.40, VOTER
printing $32.32, printing forms $80.40).
BALANCE SHEET 10/08/2019
MMA $10,767.31
CHECKING (09/30/2019) $10,350.41
NAT’L EDUC FUND $1,928.39
L/DC SCHOLARSHIP FUND $2,712.34
CHECKING (10/08/2019) $9,833.19
Denise moved and Norine seconded that the treasurer’s report be accepted and filed for audit. Motion
carried.
VOTER SERVICE: We have seen this local election
season an increased interest in getting registered and
requests for candidate information. Voters are thankful
to receive info on the Kansas Constitutional Amendment, which has not received a lot of press, so far. We
conducted 11 Voter Registration Events during September. We also worked with KU student groups to
help them have a successful National Voter Registration Drive on campus. Kristin Salmans and I participated by offering voter training on the Federal Form
while students worked a lot with KSvotes.org for electronic registration.
Our events yielded the following results: 97 new registrations, 1 electronic registration, 27 address changes,
1 name change, 1 advance ballot request, 3 party affiliation changes, and 2 new members.
Participating in these events as coordinators: Lois
Orth-Lopes, Sonja Czarnecki, Cille King, Kristin
Salmans, Janice Friedman and Melissa Wick. The will-

ing volunteers: Arline Slote-Davis, Karen Frick, Robin
Gingerich, Wayne Ricks, Randi Hacker, Sara Abeita,
Marlaine Stoor, Christian Sellier, Rachel Donohue,
Margaret Mulhern, Charlie Crabtree, Martha Silks,
Luke Velte, James Dunn, Betty Bunce, Carol
Williamson, Marjorie Cole, Marlene Merrill, Lynda
Berendsen, Rita Spradlin,
Annette Rouleau and
Matthew Patillo.
STATE CO-PRESIDENT: Cille reported the following: The Local League Presidents call is postponed a
week in October, due to Co-President, Teresa Briggs
attending the LWVUS's Training for the Fair Maps
grant. LWVK has received this $7,000 grant which
includes the following requirements:
•

Host/participate in at least 15 events/forum/
rallies/tabling opportunities which engage the
public on redistricting.

•

Engage at least 5 partners that will support your
League's activities under this campaign.

•

Recruit/engage at least 50 volunteers.

•

Seek a minimum of 5 earned media opportunities.

•

Monitor redistricting process and developments in
state and respond as necessary.

•

Work with LWVUS to respond to threats and
opportunities related to federal legislation around
redistricting and the Voting Rights Act.

•

Send a minimum of 6 action alerts/petitions or
other advocacy action to LWV members/
volunteers/activists at key moments.

•

Hold at least 10 meetings with key stakeholders
(community leaders, lawmakers, committee staff,
commission staff (if applicable), etc.).
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•

Utilize LWVUS-provided training materials,
communications toolkits, and printed materials to
engage the public.

•

Participate in February 2020 National Day of
Action and encourage local Leagues to do so.

NEW BUSINESS: April 18, 2020 was set as a tentative date for the Annual Meeting. The Helen Fluker
Luncheon will be held in March, 2020. Sunday, January
26, 2020 was suggested as a tentative date for our
Afternoon with Legislators. We will check with marci
to see if this would be the best day.

City of Lawrence moves City
Board &Commission
Information to iCompass
As of December 1, 2019, all City of Lawrence boards
and commissions will operate through the iCompass
platform. The City began working with iCompass in
early 2019 and started using the platform for City
Commission agendas in May 2019. We are currently in
the process of transitioning all City boards and commissions to iCompass.

so interested prospective board members are asked
to submit a new application through iCompass to
make sure their information is up-to-date and incorporated into the new platform.
Other services available within iCompass allow residents to:
Review the meeting calendar and upcoming
•
agendas
View meeting details
•
Search an online library of City documents
•
Subscribe to meeting updates via email notif•
ication
View attendance and voting records
•
Connect with us – links to City social media
•
accounts and relevant City email addresses
View meeting live streams
•
Interested community members can access iCompass
online at lawrenceks.civicweb.net

October Hot Topic!
CENSUS 2020
Why it is Critical

Here is a link to a very informative program on the
2020 Census, covering some history, the current 10
questions, the new way to answer the Census survey
online, or on the phone, touching on how to answer
when WHERE you are is in question, and of course, all
the dozens of ways that the Census will impact us for
the next 10 years. 2020 Census surveys will start arriving in households in March 2020. The Presenter is
Steven Hale, Senior Partnership Specialist.
This Hot Topic! Program was videotaped by Crossroads, School of Journalism, KU, Monday, October 21,
2019, in the Lawrence Public Library.

Through iCompass, all board and commission meeting
information, including agendas, will be consolidated
into one searchable online platform. Archives of past
City board and commission meeting minutes will continue to be available on the City of Lawrence website.
Additionally, with the implementation of iCompass,
anyone interested in applying to serve on a board or
commission must now apply online through this new
platform. Any applications submitted previously on
the City of Lawrence website will not be transferred,
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®

OF

LAWRENCE/DOUGLAS

COUNTY

Make a Difference - Join/Support the League!
Return this form with a check made out to LWVL/DC, and mail to the address below.

Membership is open to any person who is sixteen years of age or older.
New or renewed memberships received now will expire March 31, 2021

Date

Renewing Member

New Member

I heard about the League via (Facebook, website, friend, other):
Membership Dues:*
Approximate Household Income
Individual Membership
Student** (until 1/2021)
FREE
Under $25,000
$20
$25,000 to $50,000
$35
Over $50,000
$55
Sustaining member
$100
Life member (of 50 years)
$0

Household Membership
FREE
$35
$55
$85
$150

* Our membership assessment supports the National & State Leagues at $50/member ($32 National and $18 State).
** High school or postsecondary student enrolled at least part time in an accredited institution.

_____ I am not a member, but would like to support the League with my contribution as indicated below.
I have enclosed a contribution of $
I have enclosed a contribution of $

for the League General Fund.
for the League Education Fund.***

*** this contribution is tax-deductible. Write check to “LWV Education Fund.”

PLEASE PRINT
Name(s)
Address
Phone

(ZIP)
Email
(each member)

As a League member or supporter, I would like to help support League activities by participating in:

General Membership Meetings:
Set up and/or tear down
Hospitality (provide coffee/tea/dessert)
Taking notes/writing report of meeting
Membership
Recruitment
Mentor/follow-up with new members
Provide a ride to a member
Phone members without internet access
Voter Services
Register voters
Help with voter education

Contribute to the League by:
Researching for League studies on issues
Participating in fund-raising activities
Attending/reporting on government meetings
Representing the League at community events
Serving on the Board of Directors
I have the following skills:
Editing articles/reports
Database management
Microsoft Word / Excel / Quickbooks
Website/Social Media design/management
My interests include:

PO BOX 1072 • LAWRENCE KS 66044-1072
lawrenceksleaguepres@gmail.com • www.lawrenceleague.com
www.facebook.com/lwvldc • www.twitter.com/lwvldc
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