
Late December / Early January 2020    page 1

The VOTER
Bulletin of  the League of  Women Voters of  Lawrence-Douglas County, KS 

PO Box 1072 • Lawrence KS 66044-1072 
The League of  Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and  

active participation of  citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.

President: Kristin Salmans lawrenceleaguekspres @ gmail.com
Voter Editor : Ruth Lichtwardt lightwatcher @ gmail.com
Local League www.lawrenceleague.com www.facebook.com/lwvldc www.twitter.com/lwvldc
State League: www.lwvk.org lwv.kansas @ gmail.com 785-234-5152
National League www.lwv.org 202-429-1965

Tuesday, January 14 7:00 - 9:00 pm
LWV-L/DC Board Meeting. Pioneer Ridge Independent Living Community 
Room,1000 Wakarusa Drive, Lawrence. Board meetings are open to all League 
members.

Friday & Saturday,  
January 17 - 18 Board Retreat

Friday, January 24 2:00 - 3:00 pm
Drinks & Democracy. Johnny’s Tavern, 401 North 2nd St, North Lawrence!"Join us 
for an informal social gathering! Catch up on what the League is doing.

Sunday, January 26 3:00 - 5:00 pm Afternoon with Your Legislators. Keller Williams Conference Room, 545 Columbia 
Drive, Lawrence

Sunday, February 1 1:00 - 3:00 pm Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Community Partnership Meeting. Lawrence Pub-
lic Library, 707 Vermont St.

Tuesday, February 11 7:00 - 9:00 pm LWV-L/DC Board Meeting. Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St. Board meet-
ings are open to all interested League members.

Thursday, February 13 8:30 am - 4:00 pm League National Day of Action. Kansas Statehouse, Topeka

Friday, February 14 League Founding Day! 100th Anniversary!

Monday, February 17 Deadline for Helen Fluker Award Nominations. Please see article on page 3 
and Nomination Form on page 6

Saturday, February 29 Rosie Rios, former U.S. Treasurer. Johnson County Community College. Hosted by 
LWV-Johnson County

March 8th International Women’s Day

Tuesday, March 17 St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Sunday, March 29 11:30 am Fluker Award Luncheon. Smith Center, 1501 Inverness Drive, Lawrence

Saturday, April 18 LWV-L/DC Annual Meeting. Baker Wetlands Discovery Center, Lawrence

Saturday, April 25 LWV-K State League Convention

June 25-28 LWV National League Convention. Washington, DC

Saturdays & Sundays,
August 22-November 3 March to the Polls

Sunday, September 13 9:00 am - 9:00 pm LWV-L/DC Day to Staff the Booth at the Kansas State Fair

Tuesday, November 4 7:00 am - 7:00 pm Election Day

League Calendar

http://www.lawrenceleague.com
http://www.facebook.com/lwvldc
http://www.twitter.com/lwvldc
http://www.lwvk.org
http://www.lwv.org


Here’s hoping you all had a relaxing and rejuvenating holiday season, enjoying family and 
friends.  I am sorry we had to cancel our holiday party! I was so looking forward to spending 
time with you to celebrate the season.  It was much safer to stay in, though!

Reflecting back on 2019, I am so inspired and proud of all we have accomplished! Your volun-
teer work and donations have made it possible for us to assist nearly 1000 people register to 
vote just in the last six months! We have had informative educational programs including one 
on the 2020 census recently.  Be on the lookout for a full agenda in the coming year!

As we enter a new decade, we will keep that momentum and build on it.  2020 promises to be one of our busiest years.
We will be reaching out to our community partners in our March to the Polls.  Join us at our meeting Feb 1 at the Library! 
The March to the Polls is a statewide program to get out the vote in low voter turnout areas.  We need you to help!

We will be continuing to grow our KU branch, building community partnerships on campus as well.  Helping students not 
only register to vote but helping them get to the polls will be essential in this monumental election year!

If you have ever thought “I want to get involved” or “I need to do something”, now is your chance! The Lawrence League has 
a place for you.  Voter education, registration, March to the Polls, community relationship building, the observer corps, so 
many opportunities! Come to any meeting- check out the calendar! Like and Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
Text or email me or any Board member for information. We want you to join us!

Looking forward to a busy and successful 2020! Thank you again for all you do in #makingdemocracywork!
- Kristin 

kristinbrightstar@gmail.com
334-538-4410

Helen Fluker Open and  
Accessible Government Award 

Since 1999, the League of Women Voters of Lawrence-
Douglas County has honored a fellow citizen with the He-
len Fluker Open and Accessible Government Award.

You are invited to nominate a person worthy of recogni-
tion for contributions to your community. If you represent 
an organization, your nominee does not need to be a
member. Prior years’ nominees are eligible for resubmis-
sion.  

The nominee should be a Kansas resident 
over age 18 whose efforts have promoted 
transparency in government. The activities 
for which he or she is nominated may be 
volunteer work or an extension of a reg-
ular job position. Some accomplishments 
worthy of consideration include:

! Improving public access to local or 
state government processes

! Educating the public about an issue of importance
! Working for greater accountability from state and 

local representatives
! Legislating or promoting legislation to increase 

government transparency

The Nomination Form is included in this Voter on page 6 
and is also available at http://bit.ly/FlukerLWV. Please feel 
free to attach up to three additional sheets of text to the 
nomination form with as much detail as possible regarding 
the activities of your nominee.

The award will be presented at a luncheon in 
Lawrence, Kansas on March 29, 2020. Finan-
cial assistance is available to recipients who 
may incur travel costs.

The deadline for nominations is Mon-
day, February 17, 2020. For questions 

or additional information, call Janice 
Friedman at 785-842-5188, or email in-
quiries to FlukerAwardLWV@gmail.com.  

Thank you for participating in this opportunity 
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President’s Message

The award will be presented at a luncheon in 
Lawrence, Kansas on March 29, 2020. Finan
cial assistance is available to recipients who 
may incur travel costs.

Friedman at 785-842-5188, or email in
quiries to 

Thank you for participating in this opportunity 

The nominee should be a Kansas resident 
over age 18 whose efforts have promoted 

Improving public access to local or 

mailto:kristinbrightstar@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/FlukerLWV
mailto:FlukerAwardLWV@gmail.com


to recognize those who help make our government better 
for all of us.

Voter Services Report for  
October 2019 

October was a busy month, although registration for voting 
in the November 5th, 2019 election closed on Oc-
tober 15th, we held a number of events after that 
date.  We were able to register in educational 
setting where we had not been before – Perry-
Lecompton School District and the Perry, KS 
branch of Highland Community College.  
Thanks Martha Silks.  The people listed be-
low tabled at one or more of these events:  
Sonja Czarnecki, Lois Orth-Lopes, Martha Silks, Mar-
laine Stoor, Kristin Salmans, Melissa Wick, Cille King, 
Marlene Merrill, Marjorie Cole, Charley Crabtree, Teri 
Chambers, Wayne Ricks, James Minor, Arline Slote Davis, 
Jeanne Klein, Becky Plate and Pam Adams McKean.  

Thank you all for putting in the hours and effort to pro-
duce the following results:
New Registrations:   207
Address Changes:              9
Advance Ballot Requests:  14
Party Affiliation Change:      3
I have recently set up monthly registration events for the 
new North Lawrence Group – Makers.Bakers. Acres.  The 
are open every Saturday afternoon, year around from 2pm 
to 4pm.  Our next event will be Saturday, December 7th.  

- Melissa Wick, Voter Services Chair

Voter Services Report for  
November 2019 

Just when we thought voter registration was over for the 
final quarter, we were asked to table at the inaugural event 
on Nov 2nd of a new Maker’s Market in North Lawrence, 
known as Makers, Bankers and Acres.   On Nov 4th, we 
tabled at the Gender Revolution event at Liberty Hall and 
on November 6th, at a Naturalization Ceremony at the 
Lied Center.

The Results:  
Number of November events:        3
Registrations:       193
Address Changes            1

Those who assisted:  Robin Gingerich, Cathine Mana-
ga, Cille King, Lois Orth-Lopes, Marjorie Cole, Charley 
Crabtree, Randi Hacker, Jane Imber, Jeanne Klien, Kaylyn 

Munro, Gina Ross, Marlaine Stoor, Lynn Bodle,  events co-
ordinated by Melissa Wick. Thanks to everyone who assist-
ed in making these events successful.

- Melissa Wick, Voter Services Chair

Census 2020 
Here is a link to a very informative program on the 

2020 Census, covering some history, the current ten 
questions, the new way to answer the Census survey 

online, or on the phone, touching on how to an-
swer when the question is where you are, 
and of course, all the dozens of ways that 
the Census will impact us for the next 10 

years. The Census surveys for 2020 will start 
arriving in households in March of 2020. The pre-
senter is Steven Hale, Senior Partnership Special-
ist.

Click Here for YouTube Link

This filming of our October Hot Topic: Census 2020: Un-
derstanding the Census, was filmed by Crossroads, School 
of Journalism, KU, Monday, October 21, 2019 in the 
Lawrence Public Library.

Governmental Business  
in Secrecy in Kansas 

2019 Update 
The Kansas Open Meetings Act [K.S.A. 75-4317 through 
75-4320(f)] specifies that in closing an open meeting, any 
governmental body subject to the Act must pass a formal 
motion that includes (1) a statement describing the sub-
jects to be discussed during the closed or executive meet-
ing, (2) the justification for closing the meeting, and (3) the 
time and place at which the open meeting shall resume.  
The complete motion must be recorded 
in the minutes of the meeting 
and maintained as a part of the 
permanent records of the public 
body or agency.  Discussion 
during the closed or 
executive meeting must 
be limited to those sub-
jects stated in the motion.

These requirements enable Kan-
sas citizens to know enough about 
what their elected officials are doing so that they may re-
spond appropriately.  To serve that purpose, the required 
motions need to give citizens meaningful information about 
the subjects being discussed.  Meaningful information is 
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permanent records of the public 
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These requirements enable Kan-
sas citizens to know enough about 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niUK7ibVMro&feature=youtu.be


information that would allow a member of the public
to identify the issues that are to be discussed in 
the closed meeting.

THE 2016 STUDY OF 2014
In order to determine the degree of compli-
ance with the Kansas Open Meetings Act, in 
2016, I reviewed the 2014 minutes of the gov-
erning bodies of the ten most populous cities 
and the ten most populous counties in Kansas. 

The 2014 minutes revealed that 631 closed sessions were 
held for a total of at least 240 hours.  All of the governing 
bodies except the Manhattan City Commission closed 
meetings at times without disclosing any meaningful infor-
mation about the subjects they discussed.  In doing this, 
they conducted at least 200 hours of governmental busi-
ness in complete secrecy.

The amount of business conducted in secrecy varied wide-
ly.  The highest was 41 hours by the Saline County Board of 
Commissioners, followed 31 hours by the Salina 
City Commission, 25 by the Shawnee County 
Commission and 20 by the Riley County 
Commissioners.  The Manhattan City Commis-
sion conducted no governmental business 
in secrecy.

In 2014 the Lawrence City Commission con-
ducted 8 hours and the Douglas County 
Commission 1 hour of business in secrecy.

The subjects to be discussed during closed sessions were 
most commonly described as “personnel matters” or an 
equivalent or “privileged communications.”  Rarely in these 
cases was an informative subject disclosed.  In 88% of 
closed sessions and for 83% of closed session time, gov-
ernmental business was conducted in secrecy.  25% of the 
governing bodies never or rarely stated the times at which 
open meetings were to resume.  75% never stated the 
places at which their open meetings were to resume.

Although the Kansas Open Meetings Act re-
quires that any binding action be taken in 
open sessions, at times governmental bodies 
made decisions in closed sessions and then 
passed meaningless motions in open sessions, 
thereby subverting this requirement.

THE 2017 AMENDMENTS TO THE 
OPEN MEETINGS ACT

Legislation amending the Open Meetings Act, 
introduced by Senators marci francisco and Molly 
Baumgardner, was passed in 2017 and signed into law.  

That legislation identified the allowed justifica-
tions for closing meetings, made clear that the 
subjects to be discussed were different than 
the justifications for closing meetings, and 
made several other modifications to improve 

the Act.   The amended Open Meetings Act 
went into effect on July 1, 2017.

THE 2019 STUDY OF 2018
In order to determine the degree of compli-

ance with the Kansas Open Meetings Act since the 
2017 amendments went into effect, I reviewed the July-

through-December 2018 minutes of the same governing 
bodies as were previously reviewed.  The methods were 
kept as close to those used in the 2016 study as possible.

In 2018, the time spent by City and County governments 
in closed meetings continued to vary widely, from none 
(for the Manhattan City Commission) to 32.2 hours per 
year (for the Salina City Commission).  The time spent by 
these groups doing business in secrecy also varied widely, 

from none (for the Manhattan City Commission) 
to 24.5 hours per year (for the Sedgwick 
County Board of Commissioners).  90% of the 
governing bodies closed meetings at one time 

or another without giving any information 
about the subjects they were discussing, 
down only 5% from 95% in 2014.  60% of 

the total time spent in closed sessions was 
spent doing business in secrecy, down from 
83% in 2014.

25% of the governmental bodies continued their prac-
tices of never or almost never stating the time at which 
open meetings were to resume.  45% of the governmental 
bodies improved greatly in stating the place at which the 
open meetings were to resume while another  25% con-
tinued their practices of never or almost never stating the 
place at which open meetings were to resume.  In 2018 
the Lawrence City Commission and the Douglas County 

Commission always stated both.

K.S.A. 75-4318(a)  and K.S.A. 75-4319(c) prohibit 
governmental bodies from taking action in 
closed sessions by requiring that deci-
sions made in closed sessions be enacted 

through motions passed in open meetings.  
The Lenexa City Council, the Leavenworth 
Board of County Commissioners and the 

Board of Riley County Commissioners 
discontinued their practices of passing 

meaningless motions after resuming open 
meetings.  However the Olathe City Com-

mission did not.  The motions passed by the Olathe City 

Late December / Early January 2020,  page 4

places at which their open meetings were to resume.
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In order to determine the degree of compli
ance with the Kansas Open Meetings Act since the 



Commission clearly defeat the purpose of the
law, with meaningless action taken in open 
sessions and the significant action taken in 
closed sessions.  This subterfuge should not be 
used.

RECOMMENDED  ACTION
It is apparent from the recent review 
that, although some progress has been 
made in open meetings practices, almost all of 
the governing bodies of the largest cities and 
counties in Kansas continue to pass meaningless 
motions and thereby conduct governmental business 
in complete secrecy.   The Open Meetings Act should be 
amended to require that when closing an open meeting, a 
governmental body describe the specific issues to be dis-
cussed in the closed session in sufficient detail to allow 
members of the public to identify those issues.  Recom-
mended motions for closing meetings can also be made 
available in order to help governmental bodies to comply 
with the requirements to include the times and places at 
which their open meetings will resume in their motions for 
closing meetings.  These steps can be taken without harm-
ing the interests of the governmental bodies involved.

- Alan L. Cowles, M.D., Ph.D.

Highlights of the Minutes  
LWV-LDC Board Meeting 

November 12, 2019
Present:  Kristin Salmans (President), Thea Perry (President 
Elect), Marjorie Cole (Vice President), Sharon Brown 
(Secretary), Tamara Cash, Cille King, Becky Plate, Norine 
Spears         
Absent:   marci francisco, Tracy Matthews, Denise Pet-
tengill, Melissa Wick      
Guests:  Daphne Lin, Amanda Nguyew, Gwendolyn 
Joslin, Emily Riner

TREASURER:  Income reported of $190 in October (dues 
$140, contributions $50) and expenses of $2,363.80 (PO 
box rental $92, Hot Topics $25, VOTER printing $21.86, VS 
printing and supplies $87.44, State PMP $769.50, National 
PMP $1,368).

BALANCE SHEET     11/08/2019
MMA    $10,769.34   
CHECKING    (10/31/2019)     $7,684.39
NAT’L EDUC FUND    $1,928.39
L/DC SCHOLARSHIP FUND  $2,712.34      
CHECKING   (11/08/2019)   $7,712.49

VOTER SERVICE: (Please see full report for Oc-
tober Voter Service on page 3.)

STATE CO-PRESIDENT:  Cille an-
nounced the following:  Fall Fundraising:  
LWVK has sent their fall fundraising let-

ter to all league members.  We hope that 
you will give generously to support the 
League's investment for “Policy Watch” during 
the legislative session, expanding our reach by 
partnering with other non-profits, growing 

our league statewide with At-Large members, 
work on “For the People Act”, “People Powered Fair 
Maps”, Election Day Registration, and other priorities in 
Kansas.  People Powered Fair Maps (PPFM):  LWVK contin-
ues to get direction from national LWV on implementing 
legislation and possible Constitutional Amendment for 
People Powered Fair Maps.  We are forming a statewide 
committee, and looking for members from every local 
league to be part of the planning.  Day of Action:  At the 
Capital, Thursday, February 13, 2020.  9 am – 3 pm.  As 
part of the PPFM campaign, national LWV wants all leagues 
to do a Day of Action on Friday, Feb. 14.  As the Kansas 
Legislature generally does little on Mondays and Fridays, we 
choose to be there the day ahead for presentations on our 
priorities, and then meetings with legislators, attending 
committee hearings, and watching the House and Senate 
sessions.  

We are also asking local leagues to do something more on 
Feb 14., the official day of the LWV founding: letters to the 
e d i t o r ,  “Love the League” activities or fundraising, 

wear white for the suffragists, or something 
else. 

- Sharon Brown, Secretary
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Helen Fluker Open and Accessible Government Award 
Nomination Form 

 
 

Name of Nominee: 

Title/Organization (if applicable):  

Address: 

Telephone:   Email:  
 

Nominating Criteria: 
The nominee must be a Kansas resident over age 18, and their efforts (volunteer or as an extension of 
their work duties) must have promoted transparency in government. They could have accomplished 
this in a variety of ways, such as increasing public access to government processes, raising awareness 
or spreading information, or legislating directly. 

 
Please indicate below or attach a statement explaining why you feel this nominee should be considered for the Helen 
Fluker Open and Accessible Government Award. Please feel free to attach up to three additional sheets to this form. 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

          Your Name:   

Title/Organization (if applicable):   

Address:   

Telephone:    Email:   

Please date and sign the form and return to Helen Fluker Award Selection Committee • LWV L/DC • PO Box 1072 • Lawrence KS by 
February 17, 2020. If you prefer to email your nomination, please send to flukerawardlwv@gmail.com thank you. 

 

Date    Signature   

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®
 

OF LAWRENCE/DOUGLAS COUNTY 



   LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® 
   O F  L A W R E N C E / D O U G L A S  C O U N T Y  

   Make a Difference - Join/Support the League! 
	

Return	this	form	with	a	check	made	out	to	LWVL/DC,	and	mail	to	the	address	below.	
Membership	is	open	to	any	person	who	is	sixteen	years	of	age	or	older.	
New	or	renewed	memberships	received	now	will	expire	March	31,	2021	

	 	 	 	 	 	

Date	 	 Renewing	Member			 New	Member	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

I	heard	about	the	League	via	(Facebook,	website,	friend,	other):	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	

Membership	Dues:*	 	
Approximate	Household	Income	 Individual	Membership		 Household	Membership	 	
	 Student**	(until	1/2021)	 	 FREE	 	 	 FREE	 	
	 Under	$25,000	 	 $20	 	 	 $35	 	
	 $25,000	to	$50,000	 	 $35	 	 	 $55	 	
	 Over	$50,000	 	 $55	 	 	 $85	 	
	 Sustaining	member	 	 $100	 	 	 $150	 	
	 Life	member	(of	50	years)	 	 $0	 	 	 	 	
*	Our	membership	assessment	supports	the	National	&	State	Leagues	at	$50/member	($32	National	and	$18	State).	

**	High	school	or	postsecondary	student	enrolled	at	least	part	time	in	an	accredited	institution.	
	
_____	I	am	not	a	member,	but	would	like	to	support	the	League	with	my	contribution	as	indicated	below.	

I	have	enclosed	a	contribution	of	$	 	 for	the	League	General	Fund.	
I	have	enclosed	a	contribution	of	$	 	 for	the	League	Education	Fund.***	

	

***	this	contribution	is	tax-deductible.	Write	check	to	“LWV	Education	Fund.”	
	

PLEASE	PRINT	

Name(s)	 	 	 	 	

Address	 	 	 	 (ZIP)	

Phone	 	
Email		

(each	member)	 	 	
 

As	a	League	member	or	supporter,	I	would	like	to	help	support	League	activities	by	participating	in:	
General	Membership	Meetings:	 	 Contribute	to	the	League	by:	
	 	 Set	up	and/or	tear	down	 	 	 	 Researching	for	League	studies	on	issues	
	 	 Hospitality	(provide	coffee/tea/dessert)	 	 	 	 Participating	in	fund-raising	activities	
	 	 Taking	notes/writing	report	of	meeting	 	 	 	 Attending/reporting	on	government	meetings	
Membership	 	 	 	 Representing	the	League	at	community	events	
	 	 Recruitment	 	 	 	 Serving	on	the	Board	of	Directors	
	 	 Mentor/follow-up	with	new	members	 	 I	have	the	following	skills:	
	 	 Provide	a	ride	to	a	member	 	 	 	 Editing	articles/reports	
	 	 Phone	members	without	internet	access		 	 	 	 Database	management	
Voter	Services	 	 	 	 Microsoft	Word	/	Excel	/	Quickbooks	
	 	 Register	voters	 	 	 	 Website/Social	Media	design/management	
	 	 Help	with	voter	education	 	 My	interests	include:	
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

 

PO BOX 1072 • LAWRENCE KS 66044-1072 
l a w r e n c e k s l e a g u e p r e s @ g m a i l . c o m  •  w w w . l a w r e n c e l e a g u e . c o m  

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / l w v l d c  •  w w w . t w i t t e r . c o m / l w v l d c  
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