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League Calendar
Thursday, February 20

Hot Topic! Lawrence Suffragists. Watkins Museum of History, 1047
11:30 am - 1:00 pm Massachusetts St. Presented by Jeanne Klein, Lawrence historian. All
are welcome.

Monday, February 24

7:00 pm

Hot Topic! KanCare Expansion, Why It Matters. Lawrence Public Library Auditorium, 707 Vermont St. Presented by Sheldon Weisgrau. All
are welcome. Article on page 2.

Friday, February 29

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Drinks & Democracy. Johnny’s Tavern, 401 N. Second St., Lawrence
Rosie Rios, former U.S. Treasurer. Yardley Hall, Johnson County Community College. Hosted by LWV-Johnson County. Article on page 4.

Saturday, February 29
Tuesday, March 3

7:00 pm

Board meeting. Keller Williams Conference Room, 545 Columbia,
Lawrence. All interested League members are welcome to attend.

Sunday, March 8

International Women’s Day

Tuesday, March 17

St. Patrick’s Day Parade - See how to join in on page 3.

Monday, March 23

6:00 pm

Community Partners: March to the Polls Meeting. Keller Williams
Conference Room, 545 Columbia Drive, Lawrence

Friday, March 27

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Drinks & Democracy. Johnny’s Tavern, 401 N. Second St., Lawrence

Sunday, March 29

11:30 am

Fluker Award Luncheon. Smith Center, 1501 Inverness Drive, Lawrence

Saturday, April 18

LWV-L/DC Annual Meeting. Baker Wetlands Discovery Center,
Lawrence

Saturday, April 25

LWV-K State League Convention. Emporia.

June 25-28

LWV National League Convention. Washington, DC

Saturdays & Sundays,
August 22-November 3

March to the Polls

Sunday, September 13

9:00 am - 9:00 pm

LWV-L/DC Day to Staff the Booth at the Kansas State Fair

Tuesday, November 4

7:00 am - 7:00 pm

Election Day
February 2020
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President’s Message
Happy Valentine’s Day and Happy 100th Anniversary to the LWV!
What an amazing history and heritage we have. It astounds me to consider that
women fought for 72 years BEFORE we gained the right to vote. Determination and
a steadfast belief that women’s rights are human rights have to be what powered the
women who paved the way. They stood up for many of the same things we continue
to strive for 100 years later. All the more reason to keep being inspired and keep
moving forward!
2020 is off to a brisk start with many activities. Check our calendar and see where you can join us! There are
more Voter Registration events not listed, so please get in touch if you would like to assist more with those.
Our initial Community Partners meeting on February 1 for March to the Polls went quite well. We had 30 people
in attendance on the first sunny Saturday in weeks! We reviewed our legislative priorities and organizations evaluated where their priorities worked with ours. As small groups, we brainstormed about how to reach under represented populations to promote civic engagement within our community. Our next meeting will be March 23 at
6pm at the Keller Williams office just off 6th and Lawrence. Please join us as we further map out events and outreach. Getting Out The Vote in low voter turnout areas is our goal with MTP. See how you can help!
Looking forward to working together as #WomenPowerTheVote in 2020!

- Kristin
kristinbrightstar@gmail.com
334-538-4410

From the Editor: Please note that a corrected version
of the article in the last Voter, “Governmental Business
in Secrecy in Kansas 2019 Update,” has been posted
on the LWVL/DC website: corrections to Open
Meeting Act article

Welcome, New Members!
Welcome to our newest members, Maraci Aubel,
Kjersten Inskeep, Lora Jost, Sophie Bracher Sturm,
and Linda Watts! We look forward to seeing you at
our upcoming events!

Hot Topic!
Lawrence Suffragists

Lawrence suffragists who worked tirelessly over five
Kansas campaigns (1854-1912) and founded early
Lawrence/Douglas County Leagues of Women Voters..
Come see this fascinating presentation!

Hot Topic! KanCare
Expansion and Why it
Matters
Monday, February 24, 7:00 pm
Lawrence Public Library

Learn about KanCare expansion and the League
study we will soon vote on
Sheldon Weisgrau, Senior Policy Analyst for
Alliance for a Healthy Kansas, will present
information about Kancare Expansion and
Why It Matters, at Lawrence Public Library
on Monday, February 24, 7:00 pm. He has
more than 35 years of experience in health
policy in the public, private, and non-profit
sectors and has worked effectively to ensure
the delivery of health care services in rural

Thursday, February 20, 11:30 am,
Watkins Museum of History
Susan B. Anthony often said that Lawrence
was the headquarters of the women’s suffrage movement in Kansas. Jeanne Klein,
Lawrence Historian, will introduce major
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and underserved communities and to enhance the
knowledge of and engagement of health care consumers, providers, and policy makers. A bipartisan bill
on KanCare expansion was introduced in January and
passed in the House.
This presentation is particularly relevant now since
our local League will be voting on consensus questions to be used in developing a position statement at
the April State League Convention. A report from the
LWVK Medical Indigence committee that has been
researching this issue follows.

KanCare Expansion:
A report from the LWVK
Medical Indigence Study
Committee
The development of a new position which the state
and all of us can use to advocate for legislation or policy is one that involves the committee doing the study,
and the consensus of local Leagues. We have a draft
position and the committee and state board are asking each local league to review the position, consider
the questions, and come to consensus between now
and the end of February. At our local meeting, notes
will be taken and consensus statements considered.
Please return your comments and feedback to Marlene Merrill, board study liaison by March 1 (merrillm92@yahoo.com). The state board will finalize the
Medical Indigence Position and we will vote on it at
Convention in April.
The Affordable Care Act, colloquially known as Obamacare, is a United States statute (Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act) enacted by Congress and

signed into law by President Barack Obama on March
23, 2010. Together with the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, it represents the U.S.
healthcare system's most significant regulatory overhaul and expansion of coverage since the passage of
Medicare and Medicaid in 1965.
The law also enacted a host of delivery system reforms intended to constrain healthcare costs and improve quality. The act largely retained the existing
structure of Medicare, Medicaid and the employer
market, but individual markets were radically overhauled. Insurers were required to accept all applicants
and charge the same rates regardless of pre-existing
conditions or demographic status (except age). To
combat the resultant adverse selection, the act mandated that individuals buy insurance (or pay a fine/tax)
and that insurers cover a list of “essential health benefits".
KanCare is the program through which the State of
Kansas administers Medicaid. Launched in January,
2013, KanCare is delivering care to more than
415,000 people across the state. Kansas has contracted with three health plans, or managed care organizations (MCOs), to coordinate health care for all people
enrolled in Medicaid. KanCare health plans are required to coordinate all of the different types of care
a consumer receives. The goals of the KanCare program are to improve overall health outcomes while
slowing the rate of cost growth over time.
What constitutes medical indigence? It is a common
misconception that all poor Kansans are eligible for
Medicaid. Kansas has some of the strictest income
constraints for Medicaid in the nation. In Kansas, only
parents or guardians with a dependent child who have
annual family incomes less than $9,063 for a family of
four, (38 percent of Federal Poverty Level (FPL);
$6500 for adult & 1 child; $8200 for family of 3), are
eligible for Medicaid coverage. Parents with annual
family incomes above this level are not eligible even
though their children might be covered through
SCHIP.
There are other adults eligible for Medicaid who make
up less than 1 percent of all Medicaid beneficiaries.
These adults are covered due to poverty plus severe
health conditions such as tuberculosis, AIDS, renal failure, some forms of cancer, the blind, and the permanently disabled. 90% of KS Medicaid expenditures
goes to impoverished elderly qualifying for nursing
home care. The Affordable Care Act required states
to provide Medicaid coverage to all adults with in-
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Tickets are on sale now at JCCC website
bit.ly/LWVJoCo100 or phone 913-469-4445. For
more information , go to bit.ly/LWVJoCoCelebration.

Join the League in the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade!
Please join us in the St Patrick’s Day Parade, Tuesday,
March 17, 2020, downtown Lawrence. Parade starts
at 1:00 pm, but we need to gather earlier. Walk or
ride on the trailer. Members, friends and children are
welcome to join us. If possible, wear white, black,
purple or gold (suffrage colors), but this is not required. This is our 4th year in this parade. It is very
reaffirming, as people give us a thumbs up, a hooray,
and clap as we go by. This is the League's Centennial
Celebration, so let’s make it the best parade attendance yet. For more details, contact Debra Duncan,
herditb4@me.com or (785) 749-0433 or watch our
Facebook listing.
comes up to 138 percent of the FPL, which equals
$32,913 annually for a family of four. This was challenged in court, the mandate removed, and Kansas is
one of 13 states that refused to expand Medicaid.
Consensus Questions:
1. Is the use of the term “residents” clearly defined
as actionable?
2. Should we include bullet # 2 under goals (from
LWVUS position)?
3. Should KanCare expansion be included in the policy statement?
4. Is 138% of FPL an acceptable level to LWVK
members?
5. Should we be more specific about the details of
Medicaid expansion policy that we support?

Johnson County LWV
presents Rosie Rios
Rosie Rios, former Treasurer of the United States and
founder of Empowerment 2020 will be the featured
speaker at the Johnson County League of Women
Voters Centennial Birthday party, at Yardley Hall, Johnson County Community College, Saturday, Feb. 29
from 2:00-4:00, with a reception and birthday cake to
follow.
February 2020, page 4

Voter Services Report
January 2020
As is usual in January, we were not very active with
actual voter registration events. However, we did hold
a meeting of those individuals who spent many hours
tabling during 2019 to make plans for the upcoming
voter registration drives that will take place right up to
the final day of registration for the November 3, 2020
General Election.
We discussed many ideas and venues for tabling –
many community events such as Art in The Park,
Earth Day, Juneteenth, Busker Festival. Also – we have
received a National Grant to register youth through
the high schools as well as at venues attended by the
youth of our community.

Fluker Award Luncheon Make Your Reservations!
Since 1999, the League of Women Voters of
Lawrence-Douglas County has honored a fellow citizen with the Helen Fluker Open and Accessible Government Award. The award honors a Kansas resident
who has shown exceptional leadership in promoting
citizen participation in government.
This year’s recipient will be honored at a luncheon at
the Smith Center, 1501 Inverness Drive, on Sunday,
March 29. Lunch will be $20 with a discounted price
of $15 for students. Please email or call Marjorie Cole
for reser vations at nobledog@AOL.com or
785-842-6085.

Members who have indicated a willingness to register
voters will be contacted to ask if they wish to remain
on our voter registration volunteer list, and will be
asked what types of events they prefer – indoor, outdoor or both, schools, colleges, community events, the
Lawrence Public Library or ALL. If you no longer have
the interest or ability to table, please contact Melissa
Wick at wickma@aol.com, via text 785-550-6160 or
calling that same number, to discuss removing yourself
from our list. We realize that situations change, and
where you may have once tabled at many events, you
no longer may have the time or ability to do so. If
your situation changes, you can once again contact me
to be added to list.
We are following up at the insistence of Lois OrthLopes that we provide a means of reminder to graduating high school seniors that they need to either reregister if living and working in another place or if attending college, the military, or other technical training
– they need to order an advance ballot to vote in
Kansas elections. We are doing this by means of a
sticker that will fit on a laptop or water bottle. Designs are being solicited from high school students,
grades 9-12, with the winning designer receiving
$100.00. Many thanks to Sonja Czarnecki for designing the flyer to solicit designs.
Our two voter registration events in January were the
Kansas Women’s Environmental Network dinner, we
received 1 address change, 1 party affiliation change, 1
renewing member and one new member. Thanks to
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Martha Silks for arranging this event and Kelly Wall for
assisting.
On January 20, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, we tabled at
Lawrence Public Library processing 3 address changes
and 1 new registration. Tabling at this event, Martha
Silks, Sonja Czarnecki, Charley Crabtree, Janice Friedmann.
- Melissa Wick, Voter Services Chair

Highlights of the Minutes
LWV-LDC Board Meeting
January 14, 2020
Present: Kristin Salmans (President), Marjorie Cole (Vice
President), Melissa Wick (Treasurer), Sharon Brown (Secretary), Tamara Cash, , Cille King, Tracy Matthews, Denise Pettengill, Becky Plate, Emily Riner, Norine Spears
Absent: Thea Perry
Guests: Matt Cravens, Janice Friedman, Marlene Merrill
TREASURER: Melissa reported income of $1,220.77 in
December (dues $35, contributions $1,010.77, scholarship
donation $35, LWV Education Fund contributions $140)
and expenses of $228 ($140 Education Fund pass through,
$88 fundraising letter postage).

Afternoon with
Your Legislators
On Jan 26, we held our annual "Afternoon with Your
Legislators". It was a gathering of about 35 people including both of our Kansas State Senators, marci francisco and Tom Holland as well as Representatives
Highberger, Horn, Amyx and Ballard. Each of the legislators gave a brief overview of their priorities for this
session. The audience engaged in discussion as well
with topics ranging from the Kansas Constitutional
Amendment regarding women's right to choose, water conservation, energy, and gun safety particularly at
schools. It was a thought provoking and insightful afternoon. Thank you to each of our legislators for taking the time to meet with us and answer questions!

BALANCE SHEET 01/08/2020
MMA
CHECKING (12/31/2019)
NAT’L EDUC FUND
L/DC SCHOLARSHIP FUND
CHECKING (01/08/2020)

$10,773.48
$8,446.88
$2,368.30
$2,747.34
$9,029.56

Marjorie moved and Norine seconded that the treasurer’s
report be accepted as corrected by Melissa (Educ Fund
contributions $740 for a balance of $2,968.30) and filed
for audit. Motion carried.
VOTER SERVICE: Melissa held a meeting where major
registration events were reviewed and listed for the coming year. She will be canvassing 104 volunteers to determine what they are interested in doing. One suggested
project would be making stickers to distribute to high
school graduates to remind them about advance voting. It
was determined that we cannot sell pins on our website.
HOT TOPICS: Denise reported that the committee met
at 6:00 p.m. just ahead of tonight’s board meeting. Discussion was held on possible speakers and topics related to
our 2020 legislative priorities and the centennial celebration of the 19th Amendment. Jeanne Klein will speak about
“League Suffragists in Kansas” at our February 20th Hot
Topics meeting, Watkins Museum, noon to 1:00 p.m. The
committee compiled a list of potential presenters for the
next several months that includes Sheldon Weisgrau, expansion of KanCare; Matt Cravens, voting habits; Jamie
Shew, election year news/same day voting; Alan Cowles,
transparency in government; a March to the Polls initiative
update; Craig Owens, city manager update; Margaret Severson, criminal justice research; and Matt Brouwer, sentencing disparities in Douglas County. The committee plans to
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meet quarterly and Denise will check with Margaret
Arnold about contact information that was used previously.
NEW BUSINESS: Kristin suggested that it would be good
to have someone be in charge of public relations and Tracy
volunteered to be the board liaison and supervise that
person. We will check membership forms to see if someone expressed interest in that area.
Marlene handed scholarship information over to Emily
Riner, chair of that committee. - Sharon Brown, Secretary

Legislators
Link to recording of morning program:
https://www.facebook.com/lwv.kansas/videos/
2601491366841800/
UzpfSTEzODI0MDA1Mjg1NzMzNTozNDU1MDYyM
TY0NTA4NDI0/
From the Journals of the Kansas House and Senate,
February 13, 2020.
Representative Highberger's added remarks were
spread across the Journal. Unfortunately, Senator
Francisco's remarks were not. Senator Francisco also
spoke about the history and works of the League, and
the reasons for the colors: White, purple, and gold
(for Kansas Sunflowers)

Centennial Resolutions

Recognizing the 100th
Anniversary of the LWV US;
links to program & House
We had a good turnout for Day of Action, in spite of
the really cold temperatures. 72 members joined us
from Wichita, Emporia, Topeka, Lawrence, Johnson
County, Leavenworth, Manhattan, and Salina.
The morning program featured:
− Corey Carnahan, Secretary of the Kansas Senate
and Susan Kannarr, Chef Clerk of the Kanas
House: Senate and House Rules – their impact
on the Legislature.
− Nadine Johnson, Executive Director, ACLU
Kansas : Protecting Voting Rights in Kansas.
− Spencer Culver, Advocacy Specialist, Alliance for a
Healthy Kansas: Medicaid Expansion Update.
− Paul Johnson, Legislative Consultant: Navigating
the Legislative landscape with emphasis on energy.
− Teresa Briggs and Cille King, LWVK, People
Powered Fair Maps (redistricting).
− Rep Mark Schreiber, District 60: Talking to Your

Link to Resolution presentation in the House:
https://www.facebook.com/LWVLDC/videos/
223213092180282/
The members who were live-streaming the morning
program and House resolution were in the VIP box in
the Senate, thus, no recording for the Senate
Resolution, EXCEPT it can be viewed from the
recording of the Senate:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0o_DuyWm7I.
The LWV Resolution starts at about 35 minutes.
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Day of Action Participants

Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion (DEI) News
LWVUS offers free monthly webinars on DEI topics
to help local League members learn and grow in this
arena. The January 30 topic was “Covering”--or feeling
pressured to hide/alter ‘mutable traits’ of your social
identity in order to “fit in” other majority spaces. You
can find a link to this recording, and all of the DEI webinars, here.
The 2020 Webinar schedule is listed here. The February 20 webinar will focus on viewing historical celebrations and commemorations through a DEI lens.
March 19 will be the first of two webinars to focus on
Gender Identity. Click on either of the links in this article to register.

any doctrine of superiority based on race as scientifically false, morally reprehensible and capable of disturbing peace and security throughout the world. The
USA gave a qualified ratification to ICERD. The
League's overarching Social Policy Position is to "Secure equal rights and equal opportunity for all." Read
more.
The League of Women Voters of the US has been
part of the United Nations since its founding in 1945.
LWV continues its presence at the UN with one chief
observer, Rosalie Keech. The goals of the UN line up
with many League positions.

The League & the
United Nations:
Elimination of
Racial Discrimination
The UN Observer Group remains active year round
and regularly posts updates on UN human rights conventions and treaties. The most-recent article in their
series is about the International Convention on the
Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination
(ICERD) and is part of a year-long series of monthly
reviews. All of the reviews are written by a team of
League members from across the country who are
inspired by the League’s history of human rights advocacy and motivated to start a fresh dialogue about the
impact these historical UN conventions have today on
the League’s principle of Empowering Voters - Defending Democracy. Democratic principles respecting
human rights are enshrined in United Nations conventions. This is a fine example of the adage “Think
Globally, Act Locally.” How can you use this information in YOUR League? Click here to read and learn!
The International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) affirms that
the existence of racial barriers is repugnant to the
principles of human dignity and equality. It condemns
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®

OF

LAWRENCE/DOUGLAS

COUNTY

Make a Difference - Join/Support the League!
Return this form with a check made out to LWVL/DC, and mail to the address below.

Membership is open to any person who is sixteen years of age or older.
New or renewed memberships received now will expire March 31, 2021

Date

Renewing Member

New Member

I heard about the League via (Facebook, website, friend, other):
Membership Dues:*
Approximate Household Income
Individual Membership
Student** (until 1/2021)
FREE
Under $25,000
$20
$25,000 to $50,000
$35
Over $50,000
$55
Sustaining member
$100
Life member (of 50 years)
$0

Household Membership
FREE
$35
$55
$85
$150

* Our membership assessment supports the National & State Leagues at $50/member ($32 National and $18 State).
** High school or postsecondary student enrolled at least part time in an accredited institution.

_____ I am not a member, but would like to support the League with my contribution as indicated below.
I have enclosed a contribution of $
I have enclosed a contribution of $

for the League General Fund.
for the League Education Fund.***

*** this contribution is tax-deductible. Write check to “LWV Education Fund.”

PLEASE PRINT
Name(s)
Address
Phone

(ZIP)
Email
(each member)

As a League member or supporter, I would like to help support League activities by participating in:

General Membership Meetings:
Set up and/or tear down
Hospitality (provide coffee/tea/dessert)
Taking notes/writing report of meeting
Membership
Recruitment
Mentor/follow-up with new members
Provide a ride to a member
Phone members without internet access
Voter Services
Register voters
Help with voter education

Contribute to the League by:
Researching for League studies on issues
Participating in fund-raising activities
Attending/reporting on government meetings
Representing the League at community events
Serving on the Board of Directors
I have the following skills:
Editing articles/reports
Database management
Microsoft Word / Excel / Quickbooks
Website/Social Media design/management
My interests include:

PO BOX 1072 • LAWRENCE KS 66044-1072
lawrenceksleaguepres@gmail.com • www.lawrenceleague.com
www.facebook.com/lwvldc • www.twitter.com/lwvldc
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