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The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and
active participation of citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.
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lwv.kansas @ gmail.com

785-234-5152

National League

www.lwv.org

202-429-1965

League Calendar
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Hot Topic! Elections 2020. Via Zoom. link will be emailed prior
to meeting. Speaker: Douglas County Clerk Jamie Shew.

Monday, May 25

11:00 am

Cruisin’ for Voters Parade. League members will be driving
through underrepresented neighborhoods with signs and flyers
promoting Voter information. See President’s note.

Tuesday, June 9

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

LWV-L/DC Board Meeting.Via Zoom, link will be emailed prior
to meeting. All interested League members are invited to attend.

Thursday, May 21

Wednesday, June 20

Lawrence Public Library Virtual How-To …. Festival. Our
League will participate.

June 25-28

LWV National League Convention. Washington, DC Convention will be held online - Watch for emails and Facebook details
on how to view the national meeting.

Tuesday, July 14

Last day to register to vote in the August 4 Primary Election

Tuesday, August 4

7:00 am - 7:00 pm

Primary Election

Saturday, September 12 9:00 am - 9:00 pm

LWV-L/DC Day to Staff the Booth at the Kansas State Fair.
Topeka.

Tuesday, October 13

Last day to register to vote in the November 3 General Election

Tuesday, November 4

7:00 am - 7:00 pm

Election Day
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President’s Message
Happy Spring to everyone!
So thankful for the sunshine and warmer weather! We haven’t been able to get out
and register voters as we usually do, but we are getting creative with the ways we
reach people. One coming right up will be Cruisin’ for Voters. Join us Memorial Day,
Monday, May 25, to drive through town, encouraging people to register, request ballots by mail, and VOTE! The NAACP and Moms Demand Action as well as other
community partners will be joining us. This is part of our effort to March to the Polls,
getting out the vote in areas of low voter turnout.
The LWV National Convention has gone virtual this centennial year due to COVID-19. At this time, registration is
limited to voting delegates from each League. They hope to open registration to other members as well. Watch
for emails and Facebook information about this. Our five Lawrence/Douglas County National Delegates for 2020
will be Emily Riner, Martha Silks, Marjorie Cole, Melissa Wick and Kristin Salmans.
Our Kansas State LWV will have a booth at the Kansas State Fair in celebration of our centennial this year! The
LWV LDC is signed up to staff our booth on Saturday, Sept 12. We need 2-3 volunteers per shift 9am-7pm. Please
sign up here https://forms.gle/wJDe9TfqaD1noHDT6 It should be a really fun time!
We look forward to a time when we can gather again. In the meantime, stay safe!

Welcome, New Members!
We welcome new members Stephanie Paul and Patricia
Willer this month! We look forward to working with you
during our summer activities!

Lawrence Suffragist
History

On June 5, 1867, the Woman’s Impartial
Suffrage Association was founded in
Lawrence, KS with President Rachel S.
Tenney, VP Mary E. Lane, Recording Secretary Sarah A. Brown, Corresponding
Secretary Sara Robinson (former Governor Charles), Treasurer Rebecca Hendry,
and Helen E. Starrett chairing an Executive Committee (15 women).
- Jeanne Klein

- Kristin
kristinbrightstar@gmail.com
334-538-4410

Members (50 years or more) are NOT required to pay
Dues.
Dues to our chapter are self-assessed based upon income,
details are found on the Membership Application (usually
the last page in the VOTER) and on our website
www.lawrenceleague.com. Your check can be mailed to
LWV-LDC PO Box 1072, Lawrence, KS 66044 or you can
pay them on our website through PayPal.
If you have any questions, please contact
our membership chair – Marjorie Cole
at 785-842-6085
(LWVLDCmembershipchair@gmail.com) or Treasurer Melissa Wick at
785-550-6160
(lawrenceksleaguetreas@gmail.com).

Due$ Notice

This year we will be distributing the
membership roster June 20th to paid up
members. You can receive the roster
either electronically or by mail. Please
let the Treasurer or Membership Chair
know your preference.

Our chapter’s fiscal year runs from April
1st to March 31st. If you have not paid
since October 1, 2019, it is time for annual dues to be paid. Students are NOT
required to pay dues until 2021. Life

Thank you for your continued membership as we celebrate our
League's100th Anniversary!
- Melissa Wick, Treasurer
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Participate in
Voter-to-Voter!

Voter-to-Voter is a non-partisan effort to increase voter
engagement, with the ultimate goal of increasing voter
turnout in political elections. With primary and municipal
election turnout hovering around 10%, there is a great
need to have more citizen voices represented in government. One out of ten voters are making decisions for the
other nine.
In 2018, Voter-to-Voter made several efforts to increase
voter engagement by building a culture of voting around
the people you know.
Conversations about the
impor tance of voting
with friends, family, and
neighbors, with peers
and with people in the
community, were shown
to lead to greater engagement and turnout. In
2019, we are expanding
our wildly successful Voter-to-Voter project, and
continuing to inform
Kansans about the importance of voting.
To join the Lawrence League of Women Voters team, go to
votertovoter.org and create an account.! You can then “Join
a Team.”! Our team is LWV Lawrence Douglas County.! If
you have any questions, please reach out to Tracy
Matthews at tracymatthews@kw.com.

Voter Services Report

for March, April, and to
May 15th

As you are all well aware, COVID-19 put the brakes on inperson voter registration events starting in March. The last
in-person voter registration event was held on March 12,
2020 at the D.A.R.E. center, the drop-in facility for the
homeless and shelter insecure. We had numerous events
lined up for this spring and were ready to contact all of the
high schools in Lawrence/Douglas County to do youth
voter registration drives.
Luckily, there is a plan B – and that is HAVE INFORMATION EVERYWHERE YOU CAN. For Douglas County
High Schools and Jefferson County High Schools, we have
prepared a 17 panel age appropriate power point presen-

tation detailing the importance of voting, how to register,
how to get an advance ballot, how to get information
about candidates and issues. This power point will also be
used by the Highland Community College as they have a
campus in Perry. The Superintendents of these schools
agreed to have the power point distributed throughout the
ranks of their students, faculty and staff.
The Douglas County Elections office is promoting Voting
by mail and we are assisting in this campaign. We have prepared a one-page flyer (a separate page in the issue) that is
being distributed at the following sights: the 4 schools distributing sack lunches: Billy Mills Middle School, Schwegler
Elementary, Liberty Memorial Middle School and Hillcrest
Elementary.
We have
also connected with the
Perry-Lecompton school
district.
In the community, we
have placed yard signs
and prepared flyers to
be distributed by Just
Food, Ballard Center to
the 50 families they deliver to weekly, and at
the Ballard Center organized Mobile Food Distribution event held at
the Douglas County fairgrounds on May 12th with a number of LWV-LDC volunteers working the distribution line.
One of our most productive spots has been the Lawrence
Farmer’s Market.
Over the last years we have enjoyed great visibility and
have been able to help countless Douglas County residents
check their registration, register, change their names and
addresses and provide them with information on upcoming
elections and the issues. We have placed a yard sign that
you see just as you are picking up your order. We have
made some initial contacts with area restaurants to ask
they put up a flyer on their windows, doors, drive-up windows to promote Ballot By Mail. The Lawrence Public Library has asked for Yard Signs and the Posted Flyer. (See
page 6 for the flyer!)
In June, we will once again be participating the Lawrence
Pubic Library’s How To… Festival. This year is will be virtual. We are revamping our PowerPoint presentation to attract a wider audience, adding audio and joining the fun
on June 20th. Tune In!
All this was possible through the work of the following
people: Sonja Czarnecki, Martha Silks, Karen Willey, Kristin
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ACLU Plan to Protect
Kansans’ Ability to
Vote during COVID-19

Salmans, Beth Chambers, Lois Or th-Lopes, Carol
Williamson, Sue Himes, Dick Himes, Connie Stoker, Dee
Ann DeRoin, Dave Ranney, Charley Crabtree and
Stephanie Paul.
- Melissa Wick

While the coronavirus public health crisis impacts our
everyday lives, let’s make sure it does not hamper Kansans’
ballot access. We can protect voting access and prioritize
public health at the same time.
1. Expand Mail-in Voting advanced ballot access
a. Universal ballot distribution to every registered voter
b. Pre-paid postage
c. Self-sealing envelopes

From the ACLU
to the LWV

The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals handed down its opinion on Wednesday (April 29, 2020) upholding Judge Robinson’s decision in Fish v. Kobach (now Fish v. Schwab). The
court affirmed that the state’s documentary proof of citizenship (DPOC) voter registration requirement is unconstitutional and places a significant burden on voters, stating:
“…if the Secretary is correct that Kansas’s recent history is
sprinkled with some hotly contested, close elections such that
he reasonably could have an especially keen interest in ensuring that every proper vote counts, we are hard-pressed to see
how that interest is furthered by the DPOC law—a law that
undisputedly has disenfranchised approximately 30,000
would-be Kansas voters who presumably would otherwise
have been eligible to vote in such close elections. Indeed, the
DPOC law would appear to undercut, rather than further, the
Secretary’s professed interest in ensuring that every proper
vote counts.”
You all have been champions on this issue for many years
now, and we couldn’t have done it without you. We especially want to thank and lift up the League of Women
Voters for the integral role they played as plaintiffs in this
lawsuit. This is a great victory for voting in Kansas! So, take
a minute to CELEBRATE! Give yourself a pat on the back,
do a happy dance, go tell a friend!
Read the ACLU Press Release.
Read the LWV Press Release.
Read the LWVK Letter to the Editor.

2.

Increase Election Transparency
a. Online and phone ballot tracking for mail-in ballots
b. Notify voters of rejected ballot issues, and give them
the opportunity to cure the issue
c. Multilingual PSAs about vote by mail options and safe,
in-person voting practices

3.

Safe and fair in-person voting opportunities
a. Keep polling places safe and clean per public health
guidelines
b. Ensure equal access to polling locations for all Kansans
c. Expand in-person early voting to reduce Election Day
crowd size

Now more than ever, it is important to ensure fair access to
the ballot for all Kansas citizens.

The Census and
Redistricting

Have you filled out your household census survey? It's not
too late. Everyone should be counted in the 2020 Census.
A full count is critical to federal funding to states for
hundreds of programs covering education, pell grants,
emergency services, food, healthcare, transportation and
much more. See how your state, county, city, census track
is doing in self reporting:
https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html
An accurate Census count is also critical to our state
Redistricting which will be done in 2022. When you
question Kansas Senate and Representative candidates this
summer and fall, please ask if they would support an
independent commission or other non-partisan group to
do the redistricting. See our webpage on redistricting –
link on our home page:
lwvk.org #peoplepoweredfairmaps
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Highlights of the 2020
LWV-L/DC Annual Meeting
April 26, 2020
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Forty-one League members participated in the Annual
Meeting that was held online. There were seven new
members and four lifetime members present. Officers and
directors who were elected include the following:
President, Kristin Salmans;
President-Elect Emily Riner;
Treasurer, Melissa Wick;
Directors beginning a two-year term, Tamara Cash, Charley
Crabtree and Martha Silks.
The 2020-2021 Nominating Committee elected includes
Co-Chairs Jan Roth and Marilyn Hall, and Ellen Paulsen.
Two board members will be appointed to serve on this
committee. Kristin reported that directors Norine Spears
and Thea Perry are stepping down and she thanked them
for their service to the board.
Kristin announced our intention to review and update the
League By-Laws during the coming year. This is particularly
important because it was necessary to adopt Temporary
By-Law Changes to allow for holding a virtual annual meeting this April. Marlene Merrill will chair this committee and
Debra Duncan, Ruth Lichtwardt, marci francisco, Marjorie
Cole and Emily Riner volunteered to be on the committee.
We will also be working toward securing 501(3)(c) status.
Boog Highberger offered to assist with the necessary applications.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the fact that we
cannot have face-to-face interactions presently, we have
had to alter how we continue our March to the Polls
Campaign. A lively discussion produced multiple suggestions on how to reach out and contact voters, particularly those in low turnout precincts. Some ideas included:
phone calls and post cards to encourage advanced voting
requests, signs and posters with QR code, URL and phone
number placed near spots where citizens are driving by for
food distribution, flyers with voting information posted at
downtown businesses
and restaurants. Karen
Willey will coordinate
our efforts and multiple members volunteered to assist with
this endeavor.
- Sharon Brown,
Secretary

Highlights of the Minutes

LWV-L/DC Board Meeting
April 14, 2020
Present: Kristin Salmans (President), Marjorie Cole (Vice
President), Melissa Wick (Treasurer), Sharon Brown (Secretary), Cille King, Thea Perry, Denise Pettengill, Emily Riner
Absent: Tamara Cash, Tracy Matthews, Becky Plate Guest:
Marlene Merrill
TREASURER: Melissa reported income of $501.43 in
March (dues $343.43, contributions $25, LWV Educ Fund
$133) and expenses of $1,262.54 (Educ Fund pass through
-$133, VOTER printing $27.54, National PMP $1,368).
BALANCE SHEET 04/01/2020
MMA
$10,779.61
CHECKING (03/31/2020)
$10,396.50
NAT’L EDUC FUND
$3,268.39
L/DC SCHOLARSHIP FUND $2,972.34
CHECKING (04/01/2020)
$9,028.50
PRESIDENT: We were not approved for the grant to secure an MTP Project Coordinator. Marlene will follow up
to discover what reasons might have prevented us from
being chosen for this award. Marlene also volunteered to
help write a momentum grant regarding civic engagement
due by the end of April. Kristin visited with former governor Carlin today regarding Ann Carlin Ozegovic’s donation
from her estate to support League’s important mission.
He asked for feedback. Thea suggested that the money be
used to establish a scholarship fund named after Ann. Emily
said this is a project in progress and can be made official
after future discussion. A check will be forwarded to us.
Kristin, Melissa and Emily are slated to be voting delegates
to the National Convention being held June 25-28, 2020. It
is most likely this meeting will also be held online.
HOT TOPICS: There were two meetings in February:
Lawrence Suffragists: presenter, Jeanne Klein; Medicaid Expansion: Why it Matters, presenter Sheldon Weisgrau with
Alliance for a Healthy Kansas. March meeting was to be
Jamie Shew: Elections 2020: Everything You Need to Know.
After Watkins Museum put a stop on all programming this
meeting was cancelled.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Melissa will put the Annual Meeting booklet together. Our membership roster will be virtual for now and printed copies made available at a later
date.
- Sharon Brown, Secretary
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Your VOTE is your Voice!
Vote with Advance Mail-in Ballots in the 2020
Aug. 4 Primary & Nov. 3 General Elections!
Register to vote online:
IMPORTANT DATES IN 2020:
- July 14: Last day to register to vote in
the Aug. 4 Primary Election

KSvotes.org!!

- Oct. 13: Last day to register to vote
in the Nov. 3 General Election!

ALREADY REGISTERED ?
Be prepared to vote at home, particularly because of the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Complete and return to the Douglas County Elections Office the request for a
Mail-in Ballot which was sent to your home. Or request one at KSvotes.org
You can vote from home in the Aug. 4 Primary and Nov. 3 General Elections.
Resources for Candidate and ballot issue information:
• www.vote411.org
• www.Ballotpedia.org
• www.RocktheVote.org
• www.isidewith.com (find out how your views fit with candidates)
Information prepared by the League of Women Voters of LawrenceDouglas County whose purpose is to encourage political responsibility
through informed and active participation of citizens in government and
to act on selected government issues. www.lawrenceleague.com
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®

OF

LAWRENCE/DOUGLAS

COUNTY

Make a Difference - Join/Support the League!
Return this form with a check made out to LWVL/DC, and mail to the address below.

Membership is open to any person who is sixteen years of age or older.
New or renewed memberships received now will expire March 31, 2021

Date

Renewing Member

New Member

I heard about the League via (Facebook, website, friend, other):
Membership Dues:*
Approximate Household Income
Individual Membership
Student** (until 1/2021)
FREE
Under $25,000
$20
$25,000 to $50,000
$35
Over $50,000
$55
Sustaining member
$100
Life member (of 50 years)
$0

Household Membership
FREE
$35
$55
$85
$150

* Our membership assessment supports the National & State Leagues at $50/member ($32 National and $18 State).
** High school or postsecondary student enrolled at least part time in an accredited institution.

_____ I am not a member, but would like to support the League with my contribution as indicated below.
I have enclosed a contribution of $
I have enclosed a contribution of $

for the League General Fund.
for the League Education Fund.***

*** this contribution is tax-deductible. Write check to “LWV Education Fund.”

PLEASE PRINT
Name(s)
Address
Phone

(ZIP)
Email
(each member)

As a League member or supporter, I would like to help support League activities by participating in:

General Membership Meetings:
Set up and/or tear down
Hospitality (provide coffee/tea/dessert)
Taking notes/writing report of meeting
Membership
Recruitment
Mentor/follow-up with new members
Provide a ride to a member
Phone members without internet access
Voter Services
Register voters
Help with voter education

Contribute to the League by:
Researching for League studies on issues
Participating in fund-raising activities
Attending/reporting on government meetings
Representing the League at community events
Serving on the Board of Directors
I have the following skills:
Editing articles/reports
Database management
Microsoft Word / Excel / Quickbooks
Website/Social Media design/management
My interests include:

PO BOX 1072 • LAWRENCE KS 66044-1072
lawrenceksleaguepres@gmail.com • www.lawrenceleague.com
www.facebook.com/lwvldc • www.twitter.com/lwvldc
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