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The VOTER
 Bulletin of  the League of  Women Voters of  Lawrence-Douglas County, KS 

PO Box 1072 • Lawrence KS 66044-1072 
The League of  Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and  

active participation of  citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.

President: Kristin Salmans lawrenceleaguekspres @ gmail.com
Voter Editor : Ruth Lichtwardt lightwatcher @ gmail.com
Local League www.lawrenceleague.com www.facebook.com/lwvldc www.twitter.com/lwvldc
State League: www.lwvk.org lwv.kansas @ gmail.com 785-234-5152
National League www.lwv.org 202-429-1965

Thursday, June 18 Noon - 1:00 pm
Hot Topic: Will This Time Be Different? Via Zoom.  See how to 
sign up on page 2.

Wednesday, June 20
Lawrence Public Library Virtual How-To …. Festival. Our 
League will participate. 

Thursday - Sunday, 
June 25-28

LWV National League Convention. Washington, DC Being held 
online - sign up to attend here: 
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/conven-
tion-2020-registration

Sunday, July 5 4:00 pm
Cruisin’ for Voters Parade. League members will be driving 
through town with signs and flyers promoting voter informa-
tion. Watch Facebook for information

Tuesday, July 14 2:00 pm
LWV-L/DC Board Meeting. Via Zoom. All interested League 
members are invited to attend.

Tuesday, July 14 Last day to register to vote in the August 4 Primary Election

Wednesday, July 15 In-Person Advance Voting Begins

Thursday, July 16 Noon - 1:00 pm Hot Topic. Via Zoom. Speaker Matt Cravens - details TBD

Tuesday, August 4 7:00 am - 7:00 pm Primary Election

Saturday, August 8
League Fundraising Garage Sale. Watch for details to come! 
Save your donations!

Saturday, September 12 9:00 am - 9:00 pm

LWV-L/DC Day to Staff the Booth at the Kansas State Fair. 
Hutchinson. Sign up to volunteer here: 
https://forms.gle/wJDe9TfqaD1noHDT6  

Tuesday, October 13
Last day to register to vote in the November 3 General Elec-
tion

Tuesday, November 4 7:00 am - 7:00 pm Election Day

League Calendar
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I hope this finds each of you safe and healthy as we ease back into a new sense of 
“normal.” 

We have been busy figuring out what that means for the LWV, voter registration and 
education. Zoom meetings seem to be very accessible. We have had more engage-
ment with our members via Zoom, which I think is wonderful! Please do consider 
joining us- whether it’s a board meeting, Drinks & Democracy or any other committee meeting. We will share the 
Zoom invitations, so be watching for them. Board meetings for the next few months at least will be at 2pm on the 
2nd Tuesday of the month. The next one is Tuesday, July 14.   It’s a great opportunity to see how you can be in-
volved and what is going on. 

We are beginning to get back out in the community to offer voter registration and education. Look for us at the 
Merc! 

The LWV National Convention, June 25-27, 2020 has gone virtual this centennial year due to COVID-19. Our Na-
tional delegates for Lawrence/Douglas County will be Emily Riner, Martha Silks, Marjorie Cole, Sonja Czarnecki 
(taking Melissa Wick’s place) and Kristin Salmans. You can also sign up to attend. There is no fee to register as an 
observer. Sign up now- deadline is June 15, but the sooner the better! Here is the link:
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/convention-2020-registration

Our Kansas State LWV will have a booth at the Kansas State Fair in celebration of our centennial this year! Our 
Lawrence LWV chapter is signed up to staff our booth on Saturday, Sept 12. *We will be in an air conditioned 
building!* Fun swag and games to share with fellow Kansans, too! We need 2-3 volunteers per shift 9am-7pm. 
Please sign up here https://forms.gle/wJDe9TfqaD1noHDT6
Join us! It should be a really fun time! 

The ideas and innovation we see coming from the challenge of changing how we do things is incredibly energizing 
to me! I am thankful for each of you and your contributions to the League!                    - Kristin 

kristinbrightstar@gmail.com
334-538-4410

Lawrence Suffragist History 
On February 15, 1887, Kansas became the first state 
to grant municipal suffrage to women. To observe this 

victory, Lawrence suffragists celebrated Susan B. An-
thony’s 67th  birthday. The following day, Annie Diggs 
became the first Lawrence woman to register to vote, 
despite male opposition in the city clerk’s office. 
     - Jeanne Klein 

June & July HOT TOPICS! 
“Will This Time Be Different?”
Zoom Hot Topic Meeting 
Speaker: Edith Guffey
Thursday June 18th, Noon to 1 PM
Please sign up below to receive a Zoom link:
https://forms.gle/SDQgEpGhu6GT9QcN9
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President’s Message
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For July, the title is not yet firmed up but the subject 
will be the racial disparities in sentencing in Douglas 
County.
Zoom Hot Topic Meeting
Speaker: Matt Cravens
Thursday July16th, Noon to 1 PM
Link to sign up to follow. 

Donation to the LWV Kansas 
Education Fund 

The League of Women Voters of Kansas has received 
a large donation to the 501c3 Education Fund for 
Election 2020, Get-Out-The-Vote, and the Centennial 
Celebration of the 19th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion. This donation comes from the estate of a former 
Lawrence League member who was passionate about 
citizen voting and engagement. This generous dona-
tion, for which we are very thankful, will be used 
across Kansas this year to help register, educate voters 
on issues and candidate positions, and get voters to 
the polls. If you would like to help in this effort, please 
contact Cille King at 785-766-6992.

New VotER Registration Site 
 

The Emergency Department at LMH Health, in coor-
dination with a growing group of ERs nationwide, is 
now offering patients, family, and staff the opportunity 
to register to vote. LMH Health is proud to be among 
the first in the nation, and the first hospital in Kansas, 

to offer such a service. Unlike previous hospital-based 
voter registration programs, this program, called Vot-
ER, is fully online via QR code enabled posters. The 
program is entirely voluntary and non-partisan. 
 
VotER was introduced to LMH by Kristin Salmans, 
President of the Lawrence/Douglas County League of 
Women Voters and championed by Dr. Sherri Vaughn 
and Dr. Toni Reynolds, who is Director of the ED.  The 
VotER program will be offered in Dr. Vaughn’s office as 
well as the cafeteria, expanding through the hospital. 
 
The program originated at Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston with Dr. Alister Martin, an ER 
physician who is also faculty at the Center for Social 
Justice. Dr Martin saw that the most frequent non-
emergency visitors to the ER are three groups: people 
of color, the low-income, and young Americans. These 
are also the three groups least likely to vote. By offer-
ing voter registration in the healthcare setting, we are 
hoping to change that. 

Voter Services Report  
for May to June 15th 

We have been busy both behind the scenes and in 
conducting what voter registration events open to us 
during the Covid-19 pandemic shelter-in-place restric-
tions.  We have also kept implementing our Plan B 
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described in our last report – HAVE INFORMATION 
EVERYWHERE YOU CAN.  We continue to place 
yard signs in prominent places with QR codes linking 
to KSVotes.org for on-line voter registration and voter 
information.  We have participated in three Ballard 
Center organized mobile food distribution events 
where we provide a flier with links and information 
on voter registration.  

We conducted one and are planning our second 
“Cruisin for Voters”.  This was an idea we borrowed 
from the Salina League.  We met at a location in West 
Lawrence with decorated cars and cruised through 
neighborhoods in Lawrence already identified as areas 
with low voter turnout.  In our first cruise we teamed 
with Moms Demand Action and NAACP.  We led a 
caravan of about 25 cars.  Our second cruse is 
planned for July 5th starting at 4:00 p.m.  Check future 
Facebook postings for more information.

We have initiated a drive to place fliers at local 
restaurants and shops that not only provide informa-
tion on registration and voting but also list candidates 
in the upcoming elections.  These fliers will have our 
QR code making it easy for people to link to 
KSVotes.org for on-line registration and voter infor-
mation.

This month we will be participating in the Lawrence 
Public Library’s How To… Festival.  The event this year 
will be virtual.  We are revamping our PowerPoint 
presentation (developed for high school students) to 
target a wider audience and adding audio.  Please 
check it out on June 20th.

Also as Lawrence begins to open up we will be rein-
stating in-person voter registration.  We are working 
through details to maintain social distancing and no-
touch registration assistance.  Please keep checking 
our Facebook postings for information as it develops.  
We have scheduled a few in-person registration 
events this June, one at Love Garden Sounds (822 
Massachusetts) on June 20th and 21st from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. and another event will be at the Merc 
Co+op (901 Iowa St.) the week of June 22nd.  We are 
looking for help on the Love Gardens event but the 
shifts at the Merc event have been completely filled.  
All this work was possible through work of the mem-
bers of the LWV-Lawrence/Douglas County League.

- Martha Silks,  Voter Services Chair

Scholarship Recipient 
Samantha Turner, a 2020 graduate of Lawrence High 
School, is the recipient of the League of Women Vot-
ers Lawrence/Douglas County Memorial Scholarship. 
Samantha is a well-accomplished, bright student who 
has already been politically active as a volunteer for a 
state-wide election, volunteers for a local non-profit, 
and is active with Student Council and Journalism at 

June 2020,  page                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              4



Lawrence High School. She has received numerous 
awards for her graphic designs, in addition to many 
other activities and accomplishments. Samantha 
demonstrates abilities, skills and an unusually broad 
world view for a high school student. Her self-motiva-
tion as well as her interests in public service and polit-
ical/government policy make her an ideal recipient for 
the LWV L/DC Memorial Scholarship. Samantha has 
been accepted and will be attending Harvard Univer-
sity this fall. 

Highlights of the Minutes  
LWV-L/DC Board Meeting  

May 12, 2020, via Zoom 
Present:  Kristin Salmans (President), Marjorie Cole 
(Vice President), Melissa Wick (Treasurer), Sharon 
Brown (Secretary),  Charley Crabtree, 
Cille King, Tracy Matthews, Denise Pet-
tengill, Emily Riner, Martha Silks                  
Absent: Tamara Cash,  Becky Plate        
Guests:  Carladyne Conyers, Alan Cowles, 
Jeanne Klein, Jerusha McFarland, Connie 
Stoker

TREASURER:  Melissa reported income of 
$2,736 in April (dues $2,503, contributions 
$50, scholarship $50, meeting reimburse-
ment $133) and expenses of $1,419.02 
(website $400, LWV Educ Fund $50, Hot 
Topics $125, printing of flyers and signs 
$270.52, state meeting pass through -
$133, State PMP $706.50).

BALANCE SHEET     05/10/2020
MMA     $28,695.28
CHECKING  (04/30/2020)     $8,265.13
NAT’L EDUC FUND     $3,218.30

L/DC SCHOLARSHIP FUND $2,972.34       
CHECKING  (05/10/2020)   $8,046.81

Denise moved and Marjorie seconded 
that the treasurer’s report be accepted 
and filed for audit.  Motion carried.

STATE CO-PRESIDENT:  Cille announced 
that the 4:00 p.m. Presidents’ Call on 

Wednesday will include discussion of People Powered 
Fair Maps plus the fall election.  She will send board 
members information from the Citizens Participation 
Coalition regarding voting in 2020, specifically how to 
protect Kansans’ ability to vote during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  At the State Council Meeting the following 
items were adopted:  proposed 2020-21 budget, the 
Medical Indigence position update, Articles of Incor-
poration update, a raise in PMP ($2 per member, $1 
for household member) starting in April 2021, and a 
new study on criminal justice.

PRESIDENT:  Kristin announced information about 
the upcoming National Convention. Caucasus will be 
held June 22-24 and regular meetings June 25-27. Reg-
istration is open now and since the convention will be 
virtual our general membership is encouraged to par-
ticipate.  It was decided that Kristin, Melissa, Emily, Mar-

jorie and Martha would be our five 
voting delegates.   They should regis-
ter independently and get reim-
bursed later.  

She reported on an event that the 
Salina League has initiated called 
“Cruisin for Voters”.  After discussion 
we decided to plan our own event to 
be held on Memorial Day.  Drivers 
should meet in the Keller-Williams 
parking lot at 11:30 on Monday, May 
25.  We will need signs for the cars 
and a map of our route.  We will 
concentrate on driving through the 
identified areas where voter turnout 
is low.  Martha volunteered to notify 
the Journal-World about this activity.

Due to COVID-19 the VotER project 
at LMH and throughout the state has 
been limited to use texting instead of 
iPads.

ONGOING BUSINESS:   Kristin will 
present MTP information at a LAN 
meeting on May 20th.  Tracy will post 
Marilyn Bradt’s 50 Year Member in-
terview on YouTube.  Jerusha inquired 
about registering voters at the Coun-
ty Jail.  She wants to volunteer to 
continue this option.  Melissa will 
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forward information to her.
- Sharon Brown, Secretary

LWV Kansas Council Meeting 
LWV Kansas Council was held via Zoom on 9 May 
2020 due to the Governor's COVID-19 stay-at-
home-order.  Nearly 60 members attended the first 
ever virtually held Council.  Members approved the 
budget, nomination slate of Officers and Board 
Directors, updated Articles of Incorporation to meet 
501(c)(3) requirements, and a local League PMP 
increase of $2 for primary members and $1 for 
household members starting in April 2021..  

Members also approved the updated Medical 
Indigence position statement.  We thank the 
committee and local members for all their work.  

Also, a new one year study to update LWVK's 
Criminal Justice position was approved.  This update is 
most timely with the current protests over the death 
of George Floyd and police brutality towards people 
of color.  The update includes:
• Criminal Justice:  Adult Corrections: to consider 

the current structure of the Adult Corrections 

system, potential effects of privatization, changing 
demographics of pr ison population, and 
rehabilitative services offered.

• Criminal Justice:  Juvenile corrections and services:  
to consider the effects of recent reforms, including 
the merging of the Juvenile Justice Authority with 
the Adult Correctional System (2013).

• Criminal Justice:  Sentencing:  to consider the 
effects of the Kansas Sentencing Commission (est. 
1989) and the Kansas Sentencing Guidelines Act 
(est. 1993) on the League position that was 
adopted in 1982.

• Some members are interested in adding Policing 
policies to this position update.

The Council also heard reports on the League's 
efforts to encourage the Kansas Secretary of State to 
declare an emergency, requiring mail-in ballots be sent 
to all registered voters.  The People Powered Fair 
Maps Campaign surpassed the goal metrics of the 
LWVUS grant for events, partners, and volunteers.  
The Feb 13 Day of Action was a great success.  The 
Centennial Traveling Exhibit, March to the Polls, and 
State Fair Booth – all 19th Amendment Centennial 
projects, halted with Covid-19, but expect to continue 
largely as planned.   

-  Cille King, LWVK Co-President
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   LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® 
   O F  L A W R E N C E / D O U G L A S  C O U N T Y  

   Make a Difference - Join/Support the League! 
	

Return	this	form	with	a	check	made	out	to	LWVL/DC,	and	mail	to	the	address	below.	
Membership	is	open	to	any	person	who	is	sixteen	years	of	age	or	older.	
New	or	renewed	memberships	received	now	will	expire	March	31,	2021	

	 	 	 	 	 	

Date	 	 Renewing	Member			 New	Member	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

I	heard	about	the	League	via	(Facebook,	website,	friend,	other):	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	

Membership	Dues:*	 	
Approximate	Household	Income	 Individual	Membership		 Household	Membership	 	
	 Student**	(until	1/2021)	 	 FREE	 	 	 FREE	 	
	 Under	$25,000	 	 $20	 	 	 $35	 	
	 $25,000	to	$50,000	 	 $35	 	 	 $55	 	
	 Over	$50,000	 	 $55	 	 	 $85	 	
	 Sustaining	member	 	 $100	 	 	 $150	 	
	 Life	member	(of	50	years)	 	 $0	 	 	 	 	
*	Our	membership	assessment	supports	the	National	&	State	Leagues	at	$50/member	($32	National	and	$18	State).	

**	High	school	or	postsecondary	student	enrolled	at	least	part	time	in	an	accredited	institution.	
	
_____	I	am	not	a	member,	but	would	like	to	support	the	League	with	my	contribution	as	indicated	below.	

I	have	enclosed	a	contribution	of	$	 	 for	the	League	General	Fund.	
I	have	enclosed	a	contribution	of	$	 	 for	the	League	Education	Fund.***	

	

***	this	contribution	is	tax-deductible.	Write	check	to	“LWV	Education	Fund.”	
	

PLEASE	PRINT	

Name(s)	 	 	 	 	

Address	 	 	 	 (ZIP)	

Phone	 	
Email		

(each	member)	 	 	
 

As	a	League	member	or	supporter,	I	would	like	to	help	support	League	activities	by	participating	in:	
General	Membership	Meetings:	 	 Contribute	to	the	League	by:	
	 	 Set	up	and/or	tear	down	 	 	 	 Researching	for	League	studies	on	issues	
	 	 Hospitality	(provide	coffee/tea/dessert)	 	 	 	 Participating	in	fund-raising	activities	
	 	 Taking	notes/writing	report	of	meeting	 	 	 	 Attending/reporting	on	government	meetings	
Membership	 	 	 	 Representing	the	League	at	community	events	
	 	 Recruitment	 	 	 	 Serving	on	the	Board	of	Directors	
	 	 Mentor/follow-up	with	new	members	 	 I	have	the	following	skills:	
	 	 Provide	a	ride	to	a	member	 	 	 	 Editing	articles/reports	
	 	 Phone	members	without	internet	access		 	 	 	 Database	management	
Voter	Services	 	 	 	 Microsoft	Word	/	Excel	/	Quickbooks	
	 	 Register	voters	 	 	 	 Website/Social	Media	design/management	
	 	 Help	with	voter	education	 	 My	interests	include:	
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